SERVING WHERE YOU ARE CALLED
An Update on the Philippine Project, April 2018
Roland and Faylene Beard, CHRISTWORKS MINISTRIES
INTRODUCTION
A little girl came into our quarters. She was somber and quiet as she asked for help. A friend
had rejected her, and she did not know what to do.
A teacher stopped to explain personal difficulties but was encouraged because he had seen us
standing fast in our love for Him and our belief that God could direct a person’s steps.
A group of children stepped into our quarters to ask questions about how God had moved in
our lives. Then, they often ask questions about creation.

A science teacher explained that her method of teaching had changed because of the strength
of the biblical record, which we had presented to her as one a group of teachers in training for a
new course on biblical creation and its ramifications compared to evolution.

Each of these scenes is indicative of many others that took place earlier this year at the
Institution of Foundational Learning (IFL) in Cabuyao, Laguna. It is our home most of every year
for several years. Our quarters are permanently set up, designed to be a place where we write,
exercise hospitality, use as a base of activity as we serve with our Philippine friends, and train
teachers or pastors about biblical creation. We are called together to serve, and there is much
work to do. The last two trips have cemented our purpose and calling in the Philippines.
OUR CURRENT PURPOSE
Our purpose is two-fold. We are responsible to develop a biblical creation curriculum for multischool levels for about 250 schools in the IFL federation of Christian schools. The project was
initiated at the request of the Director, Rev. Patricia Capwell. This part of our activity involves
writing and training. Our second purpose is to love the people, encourage them in the faith, or
bring them to an understanding of God’s love. It takes many different forms as it is applied in
our living quarters, the IFL church, the local community, and other training centers. For these
reasons and with the direction of the Holy Spirit, we have established permanent quarters with
IFL. While we will have a stateside residence, we do not expect to be stateside very much.
While we have close family at home, we have close family in the Philippines also, where the
Lord has opened doors for us to live, teach, and demonstrate the Gospel.
THE CREATION CURRICULUM

The story of the biblical creation curriculum development is a series of miracles, but the high
school version is now in several pilot schools. We trained the initial teachers for the pilot
version in our last visit. By late next year the curriculum will be spread to other IFL schools. We
will be conducting the training in many locations. The work is only beginning, since we will be
developing an elementary version and perhaps a kindergarten/first grade version. Creation
Ministries has assisted us in granting publishing permission for background materials that will
go with the curriculum. Other Philippine pastors, some US schools, and ministries in other parts
of Asia are interested in the curriculum. Pat Capwell expects that the tasks related to training
teachers and pastors will continue to rise in the coming years.
OUR HOME
IFL Cabuyao is the founding location for a federation of 250 schools. The home location is a
compound with over 50 staff, 50-80 orphans in five children’s homes, IFL staff families, a school
for several hundred students, a church that serves the local community, and supporting
ministries. We our quarters are across from the director, Rev Pat Capwell. We have a tiny
bedroom, a bath, and a multipurpose room to work, eat, and receive visitors. It is our base of
operation when we go train or teach as well as our primary writing work station when home.
The IFL compound is about 50 minutes by expressway SSE of Manila. Many of our close friends
are living in the local community and conduct ministries to jails, hospitals, and neighborhoods
where they live. We love them dearly and have taken opportunities to encourage them as they
serve Christ.
Because of the director’s activities with pastors, we are often called to work with other pastors
with respect to teaching biblical creation. Many of the pastors have schools that are parts of
their churches, where our biblical creation curriculum will be used. Pat intends this function to
grow dramatically and is planning accordingly.
CHILDREN
Children are a significant part of our lives at IFL. They are in and out of our quarters regularly,
especially those who live at IFL. In a sense, we are grandparents to many of them and
personally close to several. We often speak into lives of these young friends as a mother and
father in the faith. We miss them dearly when we are stateside.
STAFF
Many of the staff are like sons and daughters. The director, who is our close friend and is our
age, has a love for the staff and children that extends very far. We are like-minded, and our aim
is to assist her in any way we can. We are servants in a biblical sense. In a multi-faceted and
busy ministry, there are many occasions to encourage people around us or work with them. We
spend time with them, travel with them to other locations to help with training, help conduct
retreats, and make mission trips when asked.

DAY TO DAY ASSIGNMENTS
Our job description in some ways is quite fluid outside of curriculum tasks. In a multi-faceted
ministry like IFL, which also conducts outreach mission trips to other parts of Asia, functions are
varied. We are assigned writing tasks, giving of school awards, judging school competitions,
participation in special community events, and teaching of specialized classes. We generally
accept all assignments. Meaningful ministry and development of strong relationships occur in
many of these.
During our stays we conduct sessions to observe the heavens. Observing parts of God’s creation
goes hand in hand with biblical creation. We conduct night-sky observing sessions several times
per month. We maintain equipment, train users, train people to observe, and share about the
Creator when we conduct observing events. We frequently carry telescopes and binoculars to
other locations and do the same thing.

STATE-SIDE CHANGES
The manifold tasks and our love for our Philippine friends mean reduction in state-side
properties, which is almost complete. By our return to the Philippines in August, we hope to
have sold all Virginia property. We will be moved to W. Virginia into a tiny house on the
property of relatives. While we plan to return for breaks, the most of our time will be overseas
for the foreseeable future. Contact information related to email, Facebook, and the
CHRISTWORKS MINISTRIES site will remain the same, but other things will change. Once those

changes are in place (probably by late June or July), we will forward them to friends and
supporters.
THE OUTLOOK
While the Philippine Project is not new, the publishing decisions by IFL to incorporate the
biblical creation curriculum means that we are at the cusp of a large increase in activity related
to the biblical creation curriculum. The environment in the Philippines is changing at the same
time and following the course of many other nations as they have veered away from any
possibility that God had a part in creation. Consider what we present in one of our talks: “if
creation did not take place as written, if Adam and Eve along with what happened to them at
the beginning is a myth, then the there is no need for Christ and the remainder of the Bible is
not true either.” Yet, we know it is true, and there is good evidence to support it, rather than
the notion that it all came about by itself. Philippine and other regional textbooks are following
the same path as those in the US which have deleted a mention of a Creator and hold fast to
naturalism/evolution (no God is permitted). We (and the director) believe the curriculum needs
to be in place in schools and churches soon. This means a lot of work: training, face-to-face
contact with pastors and teachers, quite a bit of travel. The need for the elementary version
appears to exceed the high school version. So, writing and training work will dominate the next
five years. We see no end to the work, which is a labor of love, for years.
PRAY, GIVE, GO
Would you commit to pray for us? Hundreds of decisions are required when a new curriculum is
introduced and when we train others. Contact and ministry to staff and children require many
more. We are under no illusion: the work requires the leading of the Holy Spirit along the path.
Prayer for us is a part of the walk ahead.
We have recently been exhorted by believers to make our needs known. The generous help of a
very few people and our self-financing have been adequate so far, but our best estimates for
the future indicate that expenses will climb quickly. We have summarized our current and
projected needs as follows:
Living costs (with quarters provided): currently about $150 per month
VISA costs, until we become residents: currently $100-!50 per month
Travel costs: every round trip to the US for the two of us is approximately $2400-2800.
We try to return to the US once per year for 3 months, but we made need to return more often
because of interest in the curriculum in Christian schools.
Training costs in Philippines and Asia. This requires flights to other islands in the
Philippines and other nations where we train teachers, staff, and pastors. We estimate the cost
in 10 years for 10 flights per year will be $600-1200 per flight. These costs will begin to ramp up
beginning in later 2019 and continue for several years, probably reaching 10000/year.

Assistance in our ministry work is humbly accepted if you want to participate. As we have told a
couple close friends who have helped us, they go with us whether they are physically present or
not.
There are ways to come visit us and perhaps participate in activities at IFL. Go to our site
(cwm4him.org) for information about the criteria if you are interested in going. Contact us so
we can begin a coordination process to see how and when someone might come. Do have skills
to bring that they could use? We can talk to you about that. The schedule is very busy here and
conditions are quite a bit different than the US, so advance coordination is essential.
THE BOTTOM LINE: CHRIST IN PEOPLE
We echo Pat Capwell’s statement: “It is all about Jesus Christ.” The work we do has one
ultimate aim: that children or adults know the Lord Jesus Christ. When children come to IFL,
there is a lot of work that must be done to raise them. Presenting the Gospel in various ways is
at the core. It is all for one purpose: that they may know Him. We influence that process and so
does the curriculum. In the end, the child or the parent or anyone else must come to Him in the
heart. If they do, we further strengthen and encourage as they grow. It is a day when biblical
marriage is being challenged, which was defined at creation by God. In most classrooms in Asia
that teach with typical books, creation is considered “old thinking” or a myth. The resulting
culture, oblivious to the Fall of man or its effects, makes our project a challenge. The curriculum
is projected to reach 15 to 20 thousand children in 10 years – just within IFL schools. We hope it
will go much further. We have life on life opportunities with other pastors, staff or young
people all the time. Please consider joining us in this endeavor, whether you pray, give, or go.
PICTURES
We have embedded a few pictures of activities from our last trip. We hope you enjoy them.
Roland and Faylene Beard
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Pictures from the elementary and kindergarten levels of the national competition among the
IFL federation of schools are below. It is not uncommon to give out awards at events at the IFL
school, but competitions are another matter, where there are many participating schools. The
IFL staff and teachers run the competition. Attendance is generally over 2200 people and
students. It requires over 20 judges.

A picture of some of the IFL teachers that comprise a good percentage of the staff:

Here is a picture of the director, Pat Capwell, and her youngest boy, who was receiving an
award. Pat has raised many children, in addition to founding and directing this ministry. There
is quite a story to be told. Pat has been in the Philippines almost three decades.

We are observing the night skies with some of the children just outside our quarters. We
conducted these events over 10 times during the last trip. Almost 60 watched the lunar eclipse
early this year within weeks of this picture:

Each staff member has many tasks. We often tour the school during school time, greeting
children and teachers when we can. The lady in the center of this picture has the daily job of
keeping the tile floors for this two-story school clean and mopped. It may seem like a small job,
but she blesses us. On Sundays, she helps lead worship, and we worship together.

