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Author’s Preface

Do you know where you come from and why you exist? Basic questions like this arise in adults but
especially in young people. Answers from the Bible lead directly to the question of origins and what
happened at the beginning. Did a cosmic undirected bang or the conjectured “multi-universe” lead to
our existence or did it have everything to do with the actions of Eternal God and what the first humans
did? This study addresses God’s view from His record but also provides a comparison to the popular
naturalistic [there is no supernatural, no God exists] view. It will not shy away from the ramifications for
the sciences or history. As a matter of fact, which will become evident in the study, God promotes
observing and studying the universe, and so do I. The question of origins, however, is not a question of
operational science—science that studies and experiments with the present-day world. Rather, it is a
guestion of faith in a worldview about how things began. A worldview is the set of glasses through
which a person interprets everything he sees, but he cannot measure or experiment with origins
because he was not there. It is, however, a question of history. We have an Eyewitness (God, Himself) as
well as His record.

Questions from most people, however, go further than where they come from. They usually include
guestions about dinosaurs, whether aliens exist, how we could possibly have come from Adam and Eve,
and why the world is full of trouble and evil. The development of the biblical creation view and the
application of that view to the real world provide satisfactory answers for these questions and many
others. That is part of the reason why this study exists.

An equally important reason for the study is to bring material to people who cannot afford or easily get
Christian literature or media. Well over half the world’s population is in that position. | know, because |
have been in some of those places. In such places | did not find any materials that addressed origins
except from a naturalistic worldview. The Bible was available, but no supplemental materials to address
origins as a subject from a biblical view in homes, churches or schools. For this reason the study is
available in a format for small electronic media (like cell phones, notepads and tablets)—relatively
common communication tools. Because | am the author, | also make it available and transferrable
without charge. You, therefore, have permission to transfer it to anyone, but communicate the
copyright permission also to encourage its integrity and keep it free.

The first formal application of this study will be with a foundation of Christian schools in the Philippines,
which will use the study in its schools. The director of this foundation and the Holy Spirit convinced me
to undertake the project. It was not a small task. About 10 people helped. It took a man year of effort to
complete. The result was worth every hour spent, because | see some of the faces and know some of
the people who will use it. Without this study, they would not have anything to take its place because
things are that harsh or expensive where they go to school, live or work. So why not charge for the study
where people have money? | was not prepared to make a dividing line between people. And, | was not
interested in charging for something fundamental to the Christian faith on a subject that is critically
relevant for today. Consider it an act of love. Use it and pass it on, accordingly.

As you read the text, realize that the Bible remains radical just like it was in Jesus’ day. Biblical
information about origins is critical to its message but also a key to understanding the earth, people, and
universe around us. | exhort you to examine the scriptures that are set forth in the lessons and work
through the questions. We have purpose and are meant to be related to the Creator. Operational (‘real’)
science is not your enemy. With a biblical creation view, God wants hearty and passionate scientific



endeavor, just as He wants us to understand our history and problems. However, when life’s endeavors,
including historical/forensic science (the “science” of origins) are divorced from a Biblical creation
worldview, the result is moral and spiritual bankruptcy that eventually affects young lives and
relationships. | know, because it affected me for years until the Creator did something in my heart.

| hope you enjoy the study. | welcome your comments or contact at the following email address:

roland.beard1950@gmail.com

For information on downloading the study or getting other language versions of the study if it is not
available in your area, go to the Files Gallery of www.christworksministries.org. There is a link to the
short registration. When submitted, the download begins.

Roland Beard
April 12, 2013
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Overview and Basic Principles

Why is Biblical Creation So Important?

The biblical view of creation, which embodies a young universe and earth made by the Creator, is the
context for the Gospel message of Jesus Christ and is fundamental to the Christian faith. Take a minute
to consider why. Christ references creation or the beginning of the world several times. He came to
redeem people or to bring them back to a relationship with God because something happened near the
beginning. We are separated from God due to sin, but the sin is not just the individual actions of a few.
The Scripture is clear that all have sinned or gone their own way. When did it start? How did the
separation from God occur? The event was near the beginning with Adam and Eve. The events are
documented in the book of beginnings (Genesis) and repeatedly mentioned as straightforward history
throughout the Bible. If creation events did NOT occur as written, there is no need for us to be saved
from anything and the message of Jesus Christ is a delusion. Read and review the following verses that
are examples of Genesis events that are mentioned in other books of the Bible:

Nehemiah 9:6; Psalm 104:1-9; Isaiah 51:15-16, Jeremiah 32:17; John 1:3, 17:24;
Acts 14:15; 2 Peter 3:5-7

The Clash of Worldviews.

In our age, the biblical view of creation is under attack or is drowned out by the dominant naturalistic
and evolutionary worldview in most parts of the world. This belief system tries to explain the origin of
the universe and everything in it through natural, observable laws and processes, but also specifically
eliminates any notion of God. The naturalistic view is called a worldview, because everything around us
is interpreted and understood through it. It is like a pair of “glasses” through which one “sees” reality.
One cannot prove (or disprove) it. No one was there at the beginning. But the view is entirely different
from a worldview that says God is the Author of the universe, and has relayed to us His Word, the Bible.
One cannot ultimately prove or disprove this view by testing, either. No one was there. However, we do
have a historical record of it from the Bible or God’s Word. God was there and ensured that the events
were recorded for mankind. Other events near the beginning, especially the Genesis flood, are a little
different. We do have evidence of a worldwide flood, but one still needs a biblical worldview to
appreciate it all the more.

The two views deal with the same evidence, the same things that we see and study, but give it totally
different interpretations. In short, the two views clash. Most people are not aware of how much they
clash. We will consider the clash carefully, but we must start with an orientation to the biblical view of
creation, because it is the least known in the current age and it is a core premise of biblical Christianity.
While it may come as a surprise, many believers, educators, and scientists hold the biblical creation view
but their voices are often drowned by the dominant naturalistic view that is emphasized in most books,
electronic media (TV, movies and the internet), education, and institutions.

The clash between the views has sharpened in recent years but the evidence that people consider for
interpretation from either view is the same. The differences in the conclusions are striking, as the study
will show in later sections. Why does it make a difference? The ramifications of each view affect
relationships, the directions or motivations of the sciences, and our moral framework. In what direction
are we going? Are we getting better or are we getting worse? Is there true help in self improvement or



self purpose or is something much more wrong that cannot be fixed without a savior? The biblical
creation view is unique because it answers these questions. It specifies origins but also talks of purpose,
direction, and consequence for the humankind in both big terms and very small terms: the whole world
and one person’s life. The clash of worldviews leads to an obvious question: which one is true? While
the study upholds the truth of biblical creation, the clash of worldviews will be covered as it affects
common school subjects. Eventually, people must decide what view they believe is true and they will act
accordingly. There is no logical middle ground due to the depth of the differences.

How We Will Study the Subject.

Such a large topic would seem impossible to study. Is it? What if your approach to life depended on
which view you took? It does not matter whether you are a young student, parent, or professional; the
answer to purpose in life depends almost entirely on your view of the universe. It does not matter if you
are a scientist or a goat herder. So what is the essence of your worldview? What is it based upon? A
biblical view of creation (a worldview of beginnings based on the Bible) is not complicated but the basic
principles of the naturalistic view are not that complicated either. However, it takes some thought, a
little digging, and some discussion to sift through the subject. You might be surprised at how much these
worldviews affect thinking. Thinking affects actions, and actions yield results in people’s lives.
Worldviews govern many goals and how we reach them. It is the type of subject that is suited to a
weekly or periodic look, so there is time between sessions to think about what it means. The effort can
be rewarding and the effects far reaching.

There are 27 lessons in the study, not including this overview session. They cover Genesis 1 to 11:9
(creation through the tower of Babel) and the effects of that content. Each lesson is designed to take
about an hour and a half in a group or class setting. A lesson can easily be extended or subdivided for
more detailed study or for use in schools. The lesson titles are good indicators of content. Both titles and

subtitles are in larger text. Please review the table of contents and notice that the lessons are divided
into four major sections. The study begins with an introduction to biblical creation, the lesser known
worldview, but will transition to biblical applications to subject areas in the Part Il. Part Ill covers a brief
comparison of the biblical and naturalistic views with respect to common divisions in school subjects.
Part IV covers applications of the biblical creation view to real life.

Important Notes and a Visual Key:

Questions are meant to be discussed if they are in bold text.
Scriptures in bold text are meant to be read and reviewed.

Italicized non-bolded words are listed in the Glossa Iy, which is located at the end of the study.
Research notes are in [square brackets] for the search window at creation.com. The bold italics
words in them are the search terms to enter on that site. Search results provide a wealth of
background and more detail than can be covered in this study.

W NR

5. Key references and a short explanation of the creation.com site are found in Sources and

Helps following the last lesson and the glossary.

Using the Bible for this Study.



For the purposes of this study, all biblical text is treated as having information of importance, not just
the text that appears to be “spiritual”. Hence, the basic questions of who, what, when, where, and how
are appropriate if they are included in the text and should be given attention. Pay attention to word
choice and word meaning in plain terms from within the context of a passage. Note sequences of
events. Note references to times, places and changes in location. Note changes in focus, people, or
things. Straightforward grammar rules are important, so identifying parts of speech (subjects, verbs, and
objects) is important. For example, if you wanted a report of a child’s day at school and it was important
for you to get detail, what information would you want? What would you double check to make sure
you had the correct information? Take the same plain approach to sections of the Bible that record
important events like those we will study that relate to biblical creation. God intends to convey
information in the biblical record, so a person is expected to find and understand the information being
conveyed.

The authority of the Scripture will be addressed in the first lesson, but a summary note follows: the Bible
is the final authority on any subject that it covers. This means it is the foundation from which anything
else is interpreted. The best interpretation of a passage is other passages, because they are part of that
same foundational authority. Bible content may affect other references, but other references do not
cause the Bible to be re-interpreted in their light. Where the Bible is silent, conjectures, estimates, and
even modeling are possible if they are in keeping with Biblical fundamentals and information, but they
do not carry the same level of authority.

Some Initial Reading.

You will need a Bible that is easy for you to read. It is the primary reference for the biblical view that will
be used for the whole study. Particular references in the Bible will frequently consist of book, chapter,
and group of verses in this form: the name of the book, a number for a chapter, a colon, and verse
numbers.

Before starting lesson 1, we ask that you read through some portions of Scripture from several books in
both the Old and New Testaments for this overview session. Most lessons contain less reading, but this
assigned reading is needed as a general orientation. We recommend that you read these portions in one
sitting as you would read a newspaper or history book. It will take less than 40 minutes to complete.
During the reading, notice any terms that indicate big-picture issues in noun form, such as beginning,

n U

earth, heavens, and man or mankind. Note action verbs like “made”, “create”, “form”, or “fashion”.
Note words that define time or progress, such as “beginning”, “day”, “night”, “finished”, or “complete”.
Note the tense of statements that indicate past (completed) or present or future tense. Here are the

references:

Old Testament: Genesis 1 and 2, Psalm 146:5-6; Isaiah 40:28;
Gospels and Acts: John 1:1-10; Mark 10:5-9; Acts 17:24-27
New Testament Epistles: Hebrews 1:1-3 and 10, Revelation 4:11

The words used in the Bible are deliberate. Answer the following questions with respect to the sections
that were just read:

Who is providing the words of Genesis, or, in other words, who is speaking?
Identify references to God or the Lord God or Jesus Christ in the references.



How many times did the word “beginning” or “creation” or “create” occur?

How big is the big picture of these references? What does it include?

What do these references, when you stand back and look at all of them, say about God’s
involvement?
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 1. The Master Chef

Overview.

This lesson is intended to introduce God, the Creator, in a brief biblically based manner but it also uses
an analogy to help identify what God does as Creator. Let us pose a question, “How do you cook a
special dish?” With this question in mind, how would you begin?

People make special dishes for meals around the world. Whether you are cooking in a mansion or a hut
or in the open, the procedure is not much different. There is a pot or pan, tools to stir or turn the food,
some ingredients, some water, and a source of heat. With all these things present, there is a procedure
to assemble things in the pot or kettle, ingredients are added, some cooking time takes place, and a
special dish can be served a while later. If you watch the preparation of a special dish in rural Uganda,
Haiti, or the Philippines, or in an eating establishment in the center of a large modern city, the same
procedures are used. Now consider all of creation around us as if you were beside God. Understand that
God is the Master Chef. His intention is to create the universe, which includes earth and mankind. How
would He do it? We do not have to guess because He left a record of His actions. We will discuss this
analogy several times as we study the record He left us. No analogy is perfect, and this one is not either,
but it is an easy way for children on any continent to understand the functions of what occurred. The
analogy also assumes that many people reading this study may not be believers, may be very young, or
may have some misconceptions derived from the dominant naturalistic worldview that makes God
appear very small or inconsequential. The analogy will help those people picture the power of God, who
is the Master Chef, as we review His record of actions.

The subsections in this lesson are meant to introduce four keys that are described by each of their titles.
They center on God, the ultimate Author of Genesis, which is the first and primary record of creation
that was given to be written down. Another reason to introduce God in a clear manner very early in the
study is to avoid lengthy arguments about which god we are talking about. In a sense, even for a
nonbeliever, it is necessary at the beginning to understand that the study is about the God of the Bible.
If a person reading the lessons does not have an open or curious heart and is unwilling to consider this
premise, this may be a good time to withdraw. However, for the seeker (but not necessarily a believer),
the lesson permits the study leader to present the truths in an open manner, which invites the seeker to
seriously consider the biblical view, understand what it means and see where it leads. This matter-of-
fact approach is also good for young people, who may not have made a firm decision about God or may
not have considered the power of a worldview to shape people’s actions. They are naturally curious but
often have never considered how a biblical view is far reaching—involving all the universe (all creation),
how it has changed due to the consequence of man’s actions, where it is headed and how it involves
each person in any age.

Bible References and Reading. Genesis 1 and 2; Hebrews 1:1-3, 10; and John 1:1-10 are the first
references for this lesson. Please read them when you finish this paragraph. You are reading the verses
together as an account or reference to creation. The reader is encouraged to read the words at face
value. In other words, the plain meaning of the words indicates exactly what was intended by the
Master Chef, who is providing an accurate account of the making of all things. When this is completed,
proceed to the next four subsections.
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Key 1: Who He Is. This is a short subsection that is centered on His names, which reveal who He is.
The Bible often relates the function and authority of a person by the name that is given. This is true of
God'’s description in the Bible. Many of the names relate to the subject of the study since they define
Him outside or beyond time and space. And He is Triune, which is also apparent from scriptures. Please
read the following scriptures and note some of the names and descriptions given to God:

God in Genesis 1:1 (used in several succeeding verses but the most common name in the Bible)
Spirit of God (found in Genesis 1:2 and used in similar forms in other parts of the Bible)
“Us” and “Our” in Genesis 1:26 (referring to the Triune nature of God)
[Research note for creation.com: Triune God]
Lord God in Genesis 2:4 and some succeeding verses
The Word in John 1:1-3 (referring to Jesus Christ, through Whom everything was made)
Alpha and Omega, the Almighty (with a description of what it means) in Revelation 1:8
Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, Beginning and the End in Revelation 22:12-13

Many verses could be added, but just from these, what kind of authority and power is being revealed
by the names and verses? What is the extent of power of this One being described?

How detailed is God if he makes all things (as stated in John 1:1-3) but embraces both beginnings and
ends of the universe as we know it, including the largest and smallest things ever discovered, every
known process and every governing law within creation? Is there anything that would not be under His
hand in the universe if He is Eternal God? [Research note: Creator God]

Key 2: How His Perspective Is Different.

Man is generally proud of himself. In history, you can see men and women who are noted for power,
authority, appearance, and wisdom, whether the application of these attributes is for good or for bad.
You can see claims of wisdom in the writings of those who are considered the greatest, because they
often claim to have extraordinary wisdom or their writings have stood the test of time. However,
consider the God of the Bible. The Bible contains the oldest known account of creation, attributes that
creation directly to God, and provides a written record that is older, more widely distributed, and more
widely known than any other reference. Even when compared to the wisest of the wise on earth, there
is no comparison to the perspective that God claims in the Bible. Many scriptures show this difference in
perspective through described events and by statement of fact. Let us read and understand the plain
meaning of some examples:

Genesis 1:27 shows that God’s perspective is above ours because He constructed, created, and formed
man in His own image. So, who has charge over our original completed makeup according to this
statement? [Research note: in His image]

Luke 8:22-25 explains the difference in Jesus’ perspective compared to that of normal men in a real
event, where His disciples are frightened of imminent death by drowning in a storm but Jesus is in
command over the elements. In his question to the disciples after He takes action, note that He
challenges their very limited perspective. Many other miracles as recorded in the Gospels illustrate the
same point.
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Isaiah 55:8-9 is an excellent Old Testament example of the difference in perspective between man and
God. Note the deliberate words in verse 9 that God chooses to give a sense of the difference. A person
could make the same statement by examining other well-known events in the Old Testament, where it
becomes abundantly obvious that God’s view of matters is not the same as ours, unless He gives us an
ability to see from His perspective.

If God is Who He says He is, should not His perspective be above all yet in all? As God, He should be able
to see all things. Should He not be able to see from our position, because He is able to identify with us
completely? If He cannot do both of these, then is He God? The Scriptures are also helpful here,
because there are numerous examples where He provides a record of His abilities to see from a
perspective that is much better than ours, yet He identifies completely with us.

He reminds us quite often that how He sees and what He sees are different. Why is this so important on
the subject of biblical creation? God provides Genesis as a record of creation, although many men
consider it as a myth. A myth places God’s perspective on the same level as a man telling a fictitious
story. Do the names of God and the difference in perspective in the scriptures we have reviewed suggest
a fictitious story from a strange god with no real authority? The difference in perspective can become
very personal, because God states things about man that can be uncomfortable. However, if His
perspective is accurate as depicted in the Scriptures, then He knows our nature completely, because He
designed it. It follows that He knows its weaknesses, failures, and the cause of them. This premise makes
the biblical creation worldview incredibly powerful, but also directly pertinent to us. This is radically
different from an innocuous, foggy and unclear beginning of the universe that is often written as fact in
textbooks.

Key 3: The Record of His Actions.

Many think that investigating the beginning of the universe is all a matter of scientific evidence, and
they usually mean the sort of repeatable, experimental, observational science that has given so many
benefits to mankind. But that is a serious misunderstanding. The sort of science that we normally think
of is about the way the world works in the present. An elaborate series of laws appear to govern its
present behavior. But no person was there at the beginning, and the past cannot be repeated or
observed. (Even light coming from a distant star, though it started its journey in the past, is not showing
us what the star looks like now.) The sort of scientific approach involved in studying past events is better
called historical, or forensic science. It is used, for example, in archaeology, which studies clues in the
present to try to reconstruct things about the past. It is also like a detective trying to solve a murder, for
instance. The clues (the evidence relating to the past) can be very carefully and scientifically measured,
but then someone has to interpret this evidence, or tell a story about it. The same facts can be fitted
into different stories. So if all this occurred eons in the past, which is quite frequently called “deep
time,” who was there? No scientist was there. (We will talk about the “scientific evidence of creation” in
Part Ill of the study as comparisons to the Biblical worldview are discussed with respect to common
subjects.) However, God was there, and in His wisdom, He provided a historical record of it in Genesis.
Then the Genesis record is supplemented through many other key writers that He uses. We accept
witnesses of events everyday in courts or testimonies or news. If God says the Bible is the record of His
actions, then the words become historical proof. Based on His authority, His difference in perspective
and the repeated references to Genesis events, why would this not be acceptable historical evidence of
creation, unless a person simply chooses not to believe God was involved or does not believe in any
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god? When we then come to study the world around us, we will find that interpreting it based on this
historical record of the Bible will make sense out of what we see. [Research note: Bible authority]

So the biblical worldview begins with a premise: God knows what He is talking about; ensures that the
events are recorded in the Bible, and ensures that the record is available through the ages. His intention
is to communicate information to us. He certainly does not need the detail to communicate with
Himself; He already knows since He is eternal. He takes responsibility to ensure that we understand
what is said. The end result is a sure record—one in which a person can place trust.

The plan of God is unusual with His record in view, however, because He permits us to choose to believe
Him or not. He even records in Genesis the initial instances when people choose not to believe, but this
is part of the biblical record that we will examine. In all honesty, most people do not believe God’s
record of creation, but Christians do or at least should. In the modern presence of a worldview that
eliminates God, there is much pressure to ignore His record. In view of His claimed authority in the Bible,
this is all the more reason to examine the details.

A major point can be deduced from biblical worldview that depends on the Bible’s authority and the
Author: the Record is the final and preeminent authority on anything it touches. Whether He expresses
Himself in the manner of a historian, poet, scientist, or teller of parables, He does so with appropriate
language to be clearly understood and appreciated. If what He says touches on things we consider
science, then He is the authority from which we proceed. Whether He presents such information in a
historical or poetic manner or conversational manner is something He chooses. Consider a few
scriptures that deal with the authority and place of the Scripture:

Deuteronomy 8:3; Proverbs 30:5-6; Mark 13:31; 2 Timothy 3:16

Key 4: What He Starts With.

This brief subsection is like setting the starting line for a race in the right place. Consider this statement:
He starts with Himself and He ends with Himself. We know this by His names, which we briefly
examined. He is the “beginning and the end” or the “Alpha and Omega” (see Revelation 1:8 and 22:13).
Is there anything outside of these words other than Him? Can there be anything outside of Him that He
has not created or fashioned or made if He is Eternal God? If there is, then we cannot trust Him as the
ultimate and true Eternal God. So this biblical creation worldview begins and ends with God. We will
examine this more thoroughly in the next lesson.
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 2. The Ingredients

Overview.

The point of this lesson is to determine God’s ingredients for creation as reported in His record of events
in Genesis. While the subject was introduced at the end of the last lesson, we examine “ingredients”
more carefully by looking at words that are used in His record. One must remember that the choice of
words is His doing. He means to communicate clearly; He does not exaggerate; He does not play word
games to deceive; He is Truth and intends to communicate both accurately and to the level of detail that
is needed for His intended audience: mankind. If you put this in terms of our analogy, where we identify
God as the Master Chef, He is making the universe in Genesis and follows a specific recipe. How does He
do it? What is the starting point? What are His ingredients?

This lesson also introduces a practical approach to the study of God’s words. Since He is the Author and
we are the intended readers, His authority and power, which includes the accuracy for what He says in
word form, are expressed by the biblical record. So the words speak for themselves and are confirmed
within themselves from multiple verse references. The process of our looking at the biblical view of
creation, as a result, is pragmatic, like using a good manual that has cross references to self-confirm
instructions. We are first relying on the Bible to speak for itself because of its level of authority, which is
the level of authority of the Author. We are also relying on its self-confirming nature to better
understand what is said. So pay close attention to words—their plain meaning, because He intends for
us to understand what is written.

In this lesson on ingredients, we do this by looking at the first words of the first verse in Genesis 1 that
shows His starting point, then the action verbs that God uses in successive verses. So let us discover
what He does. Keep this question in mind, “What are the ingredients that He uses?”

The First Critical Words in Genesis.

Read Genesis 1:1 and note the first words. “In the beginning” does not mean the same as the meaning
of His descriptive names like “Alpha and Omega” or “beginning and the end”. These names are proper
names that belong to an Eternal timeless God, but God does not begin the creation account with His
name. Instead, He begins His account of the physical universe with a phrase “in the beginning” to show a
start, but He has no start. Some ask: Who created God? In our experience, everything seems to have a
cause. That leads to the scientific law of cause and effect. But in fact, a better statement is this:
everything that has a beginning has a cause. But God has no beginning (or end), so He needs no cause.
He always was. To ask, “Who created God” is therefore like asking, “To whom is the bachelor
married?” —a meaningless question. [Research note: Who created God]

So what actually begins at Genesis 1:1? Actually, everything other than God Himself begins. This includes
matter, space and energy (space is these days understood to be more than just an “absence of
something”). It also includes time. God is outside of time; He can declare the end from the beginning
(Isaiah 46:10). Physicists tell us that matter (which is a form of energy), space and time all depend on
each other, so must have started together. We understand this in real terms because we regard all
events as involving objects which are made of matter, exist in space and take place in time.
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Time, then, is created at the start. When time is created, so are the heavens and the earth (in the sense
of space and matter), which are the immediate words that follow “in the beginning.” Time is precisely
marked from these first actions of creation. But what causes the start? Is there anything else noted
other than Him?

[Research note: merism. The first verse of the Bible refers to the “heavens and the earth”. While these
are two separate components of His creation, and this clearly states that He made both, they also form
what in Hebrew is known as a “merism”, a way of encompassing everything in between by giving two
extremes. It is the Hebrew way of saying what we would call “the universe”, i.e., everything that is. In
German, the universe is referred to as “das All” (= the all, i.e., all that there is). An example of another
“merism” would be “she searched high and low” meaning that she searched “everywhere.” So in that
sense the “heavens and the earth” here can also function as a sort of heading or summary of what
follows in more detail, though not restricted to that here.]

Now let us examine the action verbs used in several verses and look at them in terms of what God uses
in the act of creation. Then we can add this information to our discussion on “in the beginning” and
make some conclusions regarding ingredients.

Action Verbs in Genesis (The Master Chef’s Actions).

Action verbs are plain indications of God’s work in Genesis. So in a quick review of the following verses,
list the action verbs in Genesis 1:1, 3, 4, 7, 16, 26, and 27.

For the sake of time, we will not go over all of them, but these verses have representative action verbs.
Once you have listed them, consider the following questions:

Is there any indication of action by any process, substance or person other than God?
Is there any indication of any involvement other than His command to accomplish the actions?

Action Verbs in Other Genesis Chapters and Other Books:

Let us examine some representative action verbs associated directly with God in specific scriptures
outside Genesis 1:

Note these words in Genesis 2:7-8: formed, breathed and planted
Note the action words in Proverbs 8:27 and Psalms 104:5.
Note the action words in Job 26:7 and Psalm 104:2.

In all of these references, note that God is doing the actions. There is no assistance from any other
person, process, or thing. If you check John 1:3 (a previously assigned scripture), you find the same
thing. Also check and review Colossians 1:15-17. This scripture specifies that God “created” and also
states that the starting point (see verse 17) is His command, and creation was the result.

In all the verses, His command or His word is the Ingredient. We think, within the confines of our lives
that an ingredient for anything is a process or a thing that is acted upon by someone. In the case of
God'’s creation, everything starts and ends with Him. This brings us back to our question. What are the
ingredients that He uses?
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It should be plain that there are no ingredients as we normally understand them. At the beginning, there
are no ingredients, there is only God. Once He has created things, He may do things with His creation.
Apart from that which has been created at His command, however, there are no other ingredients. His
Word yields action. Nothing happens in Genesis without His Word. Creation, then, is totally dependent
on Him. Nothing else is involved. This is also the statement of Hebrews 11:3.
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 3. The Master Chef’s Quality Control and Oversight

Overview. The God of the Bible is unique compared to other gods or a naturalistic worldview. The
Master Chef states clearly that He begins with nothing but His command, which is the only ingredient at
the beginning of creation. As He begins to create, however, another facet of His nature is revealed: His
attentiveness. He pays strict attention to what is created and what happens in His creation, which is
made apparent by the words He provides, where He states His observation of what has been done and
explains or comments from a position of oversight and quality control. Unlike oversight and quality
control by us, His functions in this regard are perfect and complete for His purpose to communicate with
us, but He does not waste words, so His words are succinct and to the point. When He renders an
“opinion,” it is precise and correct. And, He provides a report to us of this type of action or description,
because we would be incapable of seeing the situation as He does. He wants us to know the results of
His quality control and oversight, because it affects us. This facet of God begins at creation in significant
ways but continues. Therefore, it is important to see how it occurs and how to recognize it early in the
study.

Oversight and Quality Control.

Oversight is really two words with meanings that are connected. Over and sight (the two words) indicate
an ability to see over a situation—to see it from an advantageous position, where there is no
interference that confuses a proper assessment. If an overseer is perfect, it means he completely
understands the situation before him. It is because he is looking over a situation from a better vantage
point. So God, who is above all, sees perfectly from His position of authority, yet provides a fully
accurate report so we can understand some of what He sees. As you will see, God is involved in
oversight of His creation, and this oversight continues.

Quality control, another modern term but ancient function, is a process by which inspection and testing
of a process or thing are accomplished to make sure the result meets a standard. In manufacturing, if
quality is not maintained, either correction takes place or the item is rejected as substandard. In human
terms, quality control is present also, to ensure that people have the skills or capabilities that are
needed for a task. Oversight and quality-control functions are well understood by parents, leaders,
business people, pastors, and teachers. An incredible facet of God, which He clearly reveals in biblical
creation, is that He cares about quality. He has standards for acceptance and rejection. Because He is
perfect, His involvement in creation affairs, including the affairs of man, is, therefore, perfect. When He
says something is not right or unacceptable, His assessment is perfect and without error. Like His
oversight, He is directly involved in judgments of quality from the beginning, and we are affected by
those determinations.

For both oversight and quality-control functions, examine some verses of Genesis in a fresh way to see
verbs and adjectives that describe what God does and how He assesses aspects of creation. As lessons
continue, you will see how His functions in this regard play an important role in a Biblical creation
worldview.

Read these Genesis scriptures and note the words “good” or “very good” in the following Genesis 1
scriptures: 10, 12, 18, 25, and 31.
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Note the word “blessed” in 1:28 (blessing is given a reason).

Note the phrase “not good” in 2:18.

Note the negative report and judgment God mentions in 3:14 and 17.
Note the assessment of God in 6:12 and 8:21

We will be studying the changes that take place as creation unfolds in the early history of man, but you
can see already that the biblical creation view of the universe points to God’s direct involvement at
creation but also in the affairs of men as events in the created universe unfold. The repercussions and
ramifications of events show keen attentiveness from God. So the biblical view of creation is wholly in
contrast to a self-developing universe that has no overseer, no cause in itself, or and no course in itself.

As a check in other parts of the Bible, read these verses and look for God’s oversight and quality-control
functions that also are in the same portions of Scripture where biblical creation is mentioned or
inferred:

Psalm 74:12-17; Isaiah 45:5-8; Acts 17:24-28
Discuss God’s involvement in creation or the affairs of men as stated in each of these verses. Discuss

His position of oversight and influence on creation and the affairs of men based on these verses as
well as those in Genesis that are listed above.
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 4. His Actions and Results: Days One and Two

Review and Introduction.

The biblical creation began with our discussion of God, how His perspective is different, the record of His
actions in the Bible, and what He starts with in terms of ingredients to create the universe (His word or
command). This is unlike taking an impersonal or naturalistic view of the universe. We also examined
God'’s involvement within His creation in terms of oversight and quality control by looking at particular
words and passages of Scripture.

We also talked about the importance of word choices that God has provided in His Record for us.
Important principles for studying the Record include paying close attention to the plain meaning of
words and sentences as well as understanding multiple references that talk about the same topic. These
principles become important as the lessons progress because specific verses will be examined. Less
reading is involved, but more examination of words and phrases to make sure what God is conveying is
understood.

This lesson covers the first two days of creation as found in Genesis 1:1-8, which should be read now.

The Master Chef Begins.

In the last lesson, we introduced the first phrase (“In the beginning”) of the biblical creation account
from God. As a letter or greeting between people often references a time of day, God introduces
created time. He, being eternal, creates time for His purposes, which includes communicating the start
of His creation work. The remainder of the sentence is plain. See for yourself the words that are
presented. In one sentence, we have time, earth, and the heavens in their original form. This famous
opening, because it is so well known but also disregarded, is worth thinking about. Genesis gives us no
hint of anything involved or present at the beginning except God. In this verse also, the action verb,
which is past tense, and the subject, God, leaves no room for any other mechanism. It is simple. Eternal
God created.

A Pattern to Observe.

As the days progress (six days of creation), there are some patterns to watch for. They are repeated for
our benefit—not His, because He is eternal and knows all things. But we would not know if He did not
provide the record. If He repeats something or shows a distinct pattern, we take note of it. One of those
patterns is shown in each of the first six days of creation. (He rests on the seventh day, but the clear
presumption is that the seventh day was the same period as each of the first six.) Let us briefly look at it,
because the implications are profound and the information that is conveyed is strikingly different from
any other worldview. Read the last sentence of each of the following verses of Genesis 1: 5, 8, 13, 19,
23 and 31.

Write out the phrase and discuss the following questions:
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Is there any other way that would be clearer to ensure that we understand that the creation events of
each day occurred during a recognizable and common period that we know as the time period of one
solar day (24 hours)? [Research note: ordinary days]

With the plain meaning of words at the crux of how we define what is meant, is there any other
reasonable interpretation for the time of each day of creating?

Some have argued for other definitions, but key biblical creation experts, bible scholars who believe the
accuracy of the Bible, and key Jewish scholars (since this was written in Hebrew) come to the same
conclusion: each day is truly the length of one solar day or one full rotation of the earth. There are also
several articles and studies that compare the phrase to other portions of scripture where similar and
contrasting terms or phrases are used. The answer is the same: these days are regular 24-hour-period
days. We, as God’s intended audience, are expected to see this without confusion. Other sources and
references are given later if someone wishes to investigate the matter more fully.

As the reader, realize that the first verse of the Genesis records the first reported event at the beginning
of the first day. The Author of the statement knew what He was saying, and He placed the phrase at the
end of each day so we could mark the time with Him as He explains the remainder of what He does.

Day 1.
Please note verse 2. In what manner does God identify Himself in this verse?

So we have the first instance where the Spirit of God is mentioned. He is mentioned in many other
scriptures. A well-known reference is in John 14:15-21, where His purposes, after Jesus Christ rises from
the dead, are described. In this case, the hovering of the Spirit of God is portrayed in a watchful and
poised manner—ready to act over a formless heaven and earth. There is no waste of time as God acts.

Please note the verses that follow and list the things that are created or altered in Genesis 1:3.
Note God’s own quality control and conclusion in verse 4 concerning what He created.

Note what God names the light and the darkness as it appears to us on earth.

Note the closing statement of the day and how He says it in the last sentence of verse 5.

Read 1 John 1:5, John 1:5, and John 8:12 which refer to God as light—meaning perfect holiness, as
opposed to moral darkness. But physical light is created by God on the first day of creation. By the end
of day 1, we have night and day cycles. So from this we can deduce that the earth is already rotating,
and that the light is coming from one direction. This original Day 1 light source (we are not told what it
was) cannot be the sun, since this is not created till Day 4, after which the Day 1 light is no longer
needed. [Research note: light before sun)

Note the absence of any gradual appearance of earth. Note that the earth, while formless and void, is
established alone with the heavens and is described in terms of “waters.” In a sense, it is a watery
sphere over nothing, which is part of the description of earth in Job 26:7. Its spherical shape is
mentioned in Isaiah 40:22. (The idea of a flat earth never was a biblical viewpoint.)
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Day 2.

Read Genesis 1:6-8, which describe the creation events of the second day. This appears to be the
shortest day in terms of a list, but the full day of creating does something truly magnificent. This
creation moment separates the waters from waters—those below and those above an expanse, which
the Lord names as the “sky.” From our viewpoint, keeping in mind that He is relaying information to us
with intent, we have an understandable definition. We stand on earth; we can look “skyward” or up and
see “expanse” — space that will be altered further as creation continues. The part of the “expanse” we
either see the best or appreciate the most is the atmosphere. Think on the precious characteristics of
the atmosphere. It is easy to forget the importance of its detail because we live in it all the time. But
consider its components, density, and characteristics, which are held in a finely tuned balance. Without
its constituent parts and its characteristics, nothing would live or grow. How sound travels in air is
entirely dependent on its characteristics. Its thickness around the earth is extremely shallow but is the
right thickness for life, weather, and flight.

Further out from this atmosphere, we have more space, which is something created. Space is unusual.
For us, it is like a giant holder of things that we have discovered that are created on Day 4, but space is a
created entity. By the end of the first two days, we have the time, space, matter, some movement
(rotation), inherent energy, a watery earth, and an atmosphere that wait for the next move of the
Master Chef’s command.
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 5. His Actions and Results: Days Three and Four

Overview. Days 3 and 4 of creation are dynamic as they deal with things on earth and in the space above
the earth. Some of the things He creates are immediately recognizable; some begin to describe
something we no longer see exactly as they were, since they changed a short time after the first seven
days as a result of events related to the actions of people and the consequences of those actions.
Regardless, there is much done during these two days that prepares the earth for living things and
produces the manifold beauty of the heavens. God’s magnificence shows in His created variety of things;
the processes or laws He creates begin to shout of His depth of wisdom. By the time most believers
consider what has been done by the end of these two days, they are already amazed at the incredible
multi-faceted creation that comes from God’s command.

As we have done in the past, we want to pay attention to words and phrases. God does not waste
words. He is deliberate. His account is also a summary and not a detailed treatise or scholarly paper.
Why? It is appropriate to ask the question. He could have chosen to provide no information or a lot.
Why this much? Discuss this before you go to the next paragraph. If you were a benevolent overseer
over many people and you wanted to communicate enough to show your intentions but you also
wanted them to come, ask, and learn, how much would you tell them?

Recall that the account God provides is intended for the average reading person to understand. Or, it
can be read to someone who cannot read but is able to understand the “telling” of what is written. It is
good to consider His intended audience, because the details of creation that begin to unfold from this
point are those that relate to the world around us that we can readily see. It is incredibly complex and
fascinating. We know from other scriptures, especially those in Job, that He fully intends for us to
observe His creation, to appreciate his wonderful works, as it says in Psalms. So, it is understandable
that the basic timing and categories of creation are presented in an accurate and deliberate fashion with
chosen words, but the discovery of the details is left to us, just like it was left to Job to see, understand,
and appreciate.

Day 3.

Read Genesis 1:9-13. Make a list of things done during day 3. Once the list is done, then list some of
the processes that are part of those things that are created. The exercise, even with limited
observation through the eyes of a child, quickly shows some of the magnitude of what was done during
day 3. Dry land is such a simple category of substance, but the things we can see in the earth, the soils,
the rock, the shape of land around water, the manner in which water acts at the boundary of sea and
land have fascinated people for centuries. The farmer recognizes soils of many types. The seaman
appreciates the motion of water and how it acts around earth.

Notice that the appearance of dry land was commanded. Dry land was truly prepared for what will
follow in day 5. You might think of water-soaked land that had been subjected to constant water, but
this is not what is described. It is not just land; it is dry land that is gathered and prepared on God'’s
command—ready for the next step. Also notice that we see waters commanded to gather to “one”
place and dry land appears. This description is a bit different from what we see on the globe’s surface
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today, but the changes, which occurred during the Genesis Flood, altered the original arrangement. This
will be discussed in later lessons. But note for now that this implies that there was only one land mass at
the beginning.

Verses 11-12 are the record of God’s creation of all vegetation on the earth’s surface. Actually, His
command is at the beginning of verse 11. It is one word. “Let” is the command, and the remainder of the
verse describes the particulars. The response to the command is specific at the end of the verse: “And it
was so.” We can identify with the particulars, because we see them. From tiny plants to the giant
Sequoias, from tiny leafed plants to huge broad-leafed trees, from the simplest bush to most complex
mini-ecosystem of a giant crowned tree, God saw all of it before it was created and commanded it to
“sprout.” In the process, He particularly sets the repeating characteristic: they will produce seed and
fruit. We appreciate a forest; He saw it before it existed. We see a field of incredible plants or grasses as
they wave in the breeze; He knew them before they were laid out. We marvel at the complex root
systems to the chlorophyll production process that converts light to food; He designed the whole of it
before it was manifest on the earth. The picture of the variety and complexity is too much to fathom,
and it is a most eloquent food factory for what follows. Verse 12 describes the response to God’s
command, including the understated “opinion” of God that it is “good.”

Examine your list of things created at the beginning of this lesson. Have you considered the array of
detail that is stated in these brief verses? And, have you considered that the precision in the
atmospheric conditions, which made the bio-system possible, yet He knew all of this before it was?

Note: there is no hint of hesitation, difficulty, or long elapsed time. There is a constraint that is clear:
each of the types of this part of creation defines a “kind”, and the boundaries between those kinds are
fixed. [Research note: What is a kind?]

If God states things will produce after their “kind,” what do you think that means and how firm is the
command?

When God states a matter, it is permanent unless He changes it. Therefore, producing after a “kind” is
emphatic. Significant types of vegetation have boundaries. They did not develop from non-vegetation
materials, and they produce after their kind, not another kind. There is no switching, strange
development process, or evolving that crosses His fixed boundaries. The principle of this constraint and
its outworking over time is exactly what we observe. While some things might become extinct and
others seem to have a less-than-perfect use, other events unfold after creation due to the behavior of
man that leads to consequences that affect vegetation. This will be studied in later lessons.

God closes the day with the identical description of the day’s start and finish. Check the words
compared to days 1, 2, and 3.

Day 4.

Day 4 in biblical creation can come as a shock compared to today’s dominant belief that the
innumerable objects in space took billions of years to develop. However, the findings from the last 50
years of the objects in space, including those from our local solar system neighborhood, suggest that the
variety of God extends to the heavens just as it already it extended to vegetation on Day 3 of creation.
Further, the complexity, size, and types of materials, processes, and conditions defy any theory for
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accidental development. The day’s work by God is spectacular, and He points to it in several scriptures.
Read and discuss these before proceeding:

Psalm 19:1-4, Isaiah 40:25-26

As we did for day 3, make a list of the things produced in day 4. Make a second list of the action verbs,
the object of the action, and the purpose of that action.

If you stand back from your list, you can see that God created an array of objects in outer space with
purpose in mind. The solar system objects (other than the sun and the moon) would be included in
God'’s definition of stars. They were termed “wandering stars” in older days because they do not stay in
the relatively fixed location in the celestial sphere as stars. The sun and moon are listed separately and
are given purpose separately. They are most obvious to us and rule the skies, as God says they do,
because of their size and influence.

Since the sun produces the dominant light we know now, yet light was produced in the first day of
creation, then God has refined light sources on this day.

One could go on and on about the special nature of the sun, the ideal distance of earth to sun, the
unique size of the moon along with its subtle effects on earth, and the host of types of deep sky objects
that can now be imaged. Robotic satellites have provided an immense amount of data on the planets
showing them to be unique. Conjectures about origins, when they exclude God, have been subject to
change after change as new data disturb the original assertions. Through all of this change, God’s
command and results are unchanged, are magnificent to study, and declare the glory of God as stated in
Psalm 19:1-4. In the end, we have a precise clock that measures time on earth, marks the seasons, and
reminds us that the universe has direction. Direction means it has a beginning. The beginning was
created by God on day 1.

Note the closing statement of God in the record in Genesis 1:18 (last sentence) and 19, where He
pronounces His fully accurate conclusion of day 4 of creation and marks the day with the same words
used to mark the end of the previous days.
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 6. His Actions and Results: Days Five, Six and Seven

Overview.

One could say that the tenor or direction of God’s work of creation changes in day 5 and 6. Now we
arrive at God’s actions that fill the earth with life in the seas, on the land, and in the air. This action is
followed by a special creation of man, whose characteristics and purpose are unlike anything else. When
these are complete, God takes a day of rest, and this account ends. The time it takes to read the
scriptures is short; the words are plain; the meaning is unlike anything spoken today in most circles. The
biblical creation record ends with a notable climax, but the time it takes for all of this life to be created,
including us, is two solar days. The earth and the heavens have been prepared for this time.

Read Genesis 1:20-31

Day 5.

As you have done on previous days of creation, list the things that are created in Genesis 1:21, but also
list God’s description of where they will reside. Is there any other location where they will be found
according to God’s command?

Find the verbs God provides in verses 20 and 21 and list them. Beside each verb, list the object of the
action. Note God’s oversight and judgment of what has been done at the end of verse 21 that is
apparent from the verbs and objects of those verbs.

Note: The word “kind” is used twice—once for the sea creatures and once for the birds. This word refers
to groupings of things. Species is too narrow a definition. The word “genus” is more appropriate. There
are many families of created things in both realms. So each realm has many kinds, but the elaborate
(one could say miraculous) code in the genes for each kind includes the potential for several species
within the kind to develop later. Nevertheless, the “kinds” will not cross or become another kind. God
provides the limits and specifies that each kind will produce after itself.

The details of any of the kinds are complex. Consider this: in God’s wisdom He creates the concept, the
structures, the materials, the senses of all birds on this day. It includes complex flight, ability to forage,
the birds’ calls, and so on. It includes the right features for interaction with the created atmosphere, the
earth, and the vegetation that all play into the habitat. Then each kind of bird is unique. And each kind
relates to its created environment a little differently. Can you see that each created thing is more than
just the creation of the kind, but an interwoven creation far beyond the limits of our comprehension?

Note the verb “blessed” in verse 22. Note what follows this verb and see the words that indicate
numbers of birds and creatures of the seas. So God not only created the kinds of birds and sea

creatures, He commanded their numbers to vastly increase and fill both the waters and the skies. With a
general knowledge of the amazing types of sea creatures and birds we see today, one can only imagine
what the scene was like. The lush vegetation along with teeming number of sea creatures and birds
means complex ecosystems were created and functioning. They only lacked one influence, which are the
things that would be created on the sixth day.
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Note God’s time reference in verse 23. Check to see if the words match those words used at the end of
the previous days.

Day 6.

This day moves from the creation of creatures of the seas and birds of the air to the creation of
creatures that will live on the land.

List the things that follow God’s command “let” in Genesis 1:24. Is there any gap between the “kinds”
of things that are listed and the next sentence that says, “And it was so.”? Some translations say, “and
it happened.” In either case, the act of creation occurs on God’s command.

Note God'’s final succinct but accurate assessment at the end of verse 25 of the creation that is in
verses 22-25.

Note that the creation of basic kinds of creatures would include what are popularly called ‘dinosaurs’
and other extinct creatures in the fossil record. The “kinds” of creatures, regardless of habitat, varied
vastly in terms of size, weight, and a myriad of other details. It is often forgotten that the world initially
teemed with an array of life that we do not see today but was initially alongside humans. Of course, as
we will study later, actions of the first created people led to consequences, which include the worldwide
Genesis Flood, radically changed conditions of habitat, and the extinction of many of the kinds that were
created but did not survive. [Research note: dinosaurs]

Verse 26-28 is the account of God’s making of man that occurs on day 6. It is a separate creation that is
not connected to creatures on the land except that it occurs on the same day and pertains to the same
land habitat. Read Genesis 1:26-28.

Note that in the first part of verse 26, God identifies Himself using the plural form “us”. In Genesis 1:1
the word for God is actually the plural form Elohim, but the verb “created” is singular. Read Genesis 1:2
and John 1:9-10 for more insight into this concept that God is both plural and singular.

Here God defines this part of His creation with respect to Himself. He says that man is made in the
image of God, something He does not say about any of the other creatures. Discuss what this means.

Read Genesis 1:27. With God’s authority and precision in the use of words in mind, is there a pre-
cursor to man? Is there any indication that the creation event was other than on part of this day (day
6)? Is there an experimentation, change, alteration, or modification of this part of His creation? Can
you see why this biblical view of man is radical compared to today’s typical explanation of man’s origin?
Is there any ambiguity or hidden meaning that is apparent in the plain reading of these two verses?
Would a hidden meaning be consistent with God’s intent to clearly communicate to us what
occurred?

Genesis 1:25-26 also express a universal task for man relative to the rest of creation. What is it?

Read Genesis 1:28 and note God’s blessing then His command. What is the command?
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Note: the verb “replenish” in the King James is the Hebrew word male, which simply means “fill.” In
modern English it has come to mean “refill” but that was not the original meaning in English. [Research
note: replenish the earth].

Read Genesis 1:29-30 and define the food types for man (first) and creatures (second) that are part of
God’s original creation plan. Note the last words of verse 30 that indicate the execution of the
command by His living creatures, including the people He has created. Compare these last words with
the last words of Genesis 1:15. What is the plain meaning of the words in terms of how long it took for
His command to be obeyed?

Note verse 31. What is God’s accurate and complete assessment of all of his six days of creating, which
includes the results in terms of things, laws that govern the universe, processes, and responses to His
commands? Is there anything He identifies as flawed or imperfect or NOT good? Is there mention of
death, disease, famine, evil, cruelty, or similar things?

The situation leaves large questions with respect to what we see today. But the questions will be
answered by God Himself. The biblical worldview of creation includes the record of what went wrong,
when it happened, and what it affects.

Note the last words of Genesis 1:31. These words note the beginning and end of the day 6 of creation.
Check to see if it matches the expressions used at the end of the previous days. Also take note of
Chapter 2:1, where God defines the definite end of the six day creation period. Are the terms plain? Is
the work of creation completed? According to whom?

Remember, God is brief but exact in description, so the final comment He makes, in addition to
announcing that creation is completed, is a descriptive phrase for all that has been done: “vast array.”
Indeed, His six-day creation is vast with an array of things, processes, kinds, and complexities that man
has only begun to discover and appreciate. And, God’s opinion about that “array” is stated to be “very
good,” which adds emphasis to the assessments of “good” that were cited previously. At this juncture
(at the end of the six days), there is no death, no evil, and no flaw in any part of the creation.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Millions of years and death before sin

Some might think that it doesn’t really matter when God created, but the issue goes far beyond that.
The long-age viewpoint is not only essential for evolutionary naturalism, it also strikes at the heart of the
Gospel. How? The Gospel is based upon an originally good world, sinless and deathless, ruined by sin, to
be restored in the future through Christ to a sinless, deathless condition once more. Yet the concept of
“millions of years” comes from the belief that the fossil record was laid down millions of years ago (and
thus not by the Flood of Noah). But the fossils obviously show death on a massive scale, and also
violence (animals half-eaten inside other animals) and suffering, including diseases like cancer that still
affect people and animals today.

So if the fossils are millions of years old, then those ‘bad things’ must have been in the world long before
sin. So they must all be part of what God calls “all very good” at the end of creation. It puts the Curse
before the Fall. It also means that death cannot be the ‘last enemy’ as the New Testament calls it,
because it would have been part of God’s world for millions of years. Genesis also indicates that thorns
came after the Fall. But fossil thorns are found, so if they are millions of years old, this again contradicts
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Scripture. Jesus clearly believed in a young world as shown in Mark 10:6, with people at the beginning
of creation, not towards the end, after billions of years. [Research note: see Jesus age earth.]

Day 7.

The change in day 7 since the beginning is significant in more than one way. There is no creating, but the
day is defined in terms of the creation period that was completed. God uses emphasis when it is
needed. Genesis 2:1 already states that creation is complete. Verse 2 (the next verse) repeats the
announcement twice as indicated by the tense of the verbs. The NIV translation says “had finished” and
“had been doing.” The ESV translation says “finished” and “had done.” It is stated clearly: creation was
completed on the previous day. This boundary of action leads to God’s description of day 7 in Genesis
2:2-3.

Read these verses and note the present tense verbs and the objects of the verbs to discuss what God
does on the seventh day and how He has set it apart. One day in seven will be set apart in other ways
later, but those “settings” refer back to this day and event.
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 7. The Garden Account, Surroundings, and Conditions

Overview.

The Bible account of creation is really one account from two perspectives. Genesis 1 has God, the
Master Chef, creating all things; it is a day-by-day record of the process until it is complete, including a
day of rest. The account in Genesis 2, by contrast, is centered around the creation of man. It is as if God
invites us to sit in part of His created world, where the first created man will reside. [Research note:
there is no contradiction between these chapters: Genesis contradictions.]

Why does He take the time to do this? Why does God want us to see man'’s first habitat so closely? We
are made in His image, and He cares about what is made in His image. We know that from the first
account. Is this close-in picture necessary? This view gives us the only record of how things were prior to
decisions and actions by the first man and woman that changed things forever. To grasp how much the
world has changed, we need to see what it was like beforehand. This account makes man especially
central to God’s creation work, which is a far cry from an accidental and undirected process of evolution,
where man is a trivial accident.

NOTE
You have already seen that words, phrases, and specific language play an important part of this study.
People usually read too fast. With the advent of rapid-fire media that soak the senses, reading carefully
and thinking about what is read are unpopular. The same trends are apparent in both modern rich
societies and developing regions. Keep this in mind as you proceed. The study is mostly about reading
carefully and interpreting the words with their plain meaning. The biblical words are not men’s words,
although men wrote them down. The biblical view attributes the words to God. Remember, He was
there. He made it happen. There is such a tendency to quickly put the biblical view of creation in the
category of an elaborate myth, which is how it is often portrayed. Is that true? Read the words of the
Bible carefully. Take your time. By the time we get to Parts lll and IV, the care taken in these earlier
lessons will become obvious, because the difference with other worldviews becomes understandable to
the average parent and child. That is precisely what is intended. And, if this version of events is truly
authored by God, which the author of this study believes, then others will be prepared to consider the
effects of this biblical creation worldview on how we see the world and universe around us.

The Account.

Read Genesis 2:4-25. Make a brief outline by providing a title or key thought for each paragraph.
(Most translations note paragraphs by indenting the first word, but some may use an extra space or a
symbol to indicate paragraphs.) Then proceed to the notes below. If your translation does not have the
indentations, use these sections of scriptures for the exercise: Genesis 2:4-7, 8-9, 10-14, 15-17, 18-25

Notes for Genesis 2.

1. Verses 4-7. Verse 4 makes it clear that the creation account is about the same heaven and earth
addressed in Genesis 1:1. Verses 5-7 provide God’s description of this creation that is necessary
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for the “garden” account. It is different from the approach God uses in Genesis 1 because God
begins here by noting there is no one to work the ground, which He defines in terms of a lack
that needs a solution. This brings God to address the subject of man’s creation. It is a more
personal and close view compared to Genesis 1. God’s personal touch is involved as indicated by
the word “formed.” Note that the creation effort, like the creation activity in Genesis 1, does not
take place over lots of time. There is no experimentation or long process; He does it
immediately but then adds His part to give life to the man by breathing into his nostrils. The
words set a personal tone from God.

Verses 8-9. God provides a picture of the Garden of Eden He planted, including the watering
process, which is not from rain. However, He also points to a central place in the garden with
two special trees. One is the tree of life. The second is the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.

Verses 10-14 depict the surroundings in the garden region, which is characterized by beautiful
rivers and special substances of the earth.

Verses 15-17 go back to God’s report of His action to place man in the garden to work it and
care for it. God gives man His first command and restriction: eat of any tree other than the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. The latter will cause death. It is God’s statement, so it is sure.
Without getting into a lot of detail, remember that Jesus said He is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life (John 14:6) and John 1:4 explains that Jesus embodies life. So the tree of life is, at the very
least, a powerful presence of Life—not an ordinary tree. Likewise, the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil is not an ordinary tree, and contains just what it says. Remember Jesus’ statement
to the rich young ruler about “good” in Matthew 19:16-17. The ruler has his own idea about
what is good, but it comes from a source other than God, because Jesus says he has the wrong
understanding of good. Where did the ruler get the wrong understanding? What happens if we
get a definition of good and evil on our own and not through God? So this tree has something
attractive to it, but God forbids Adam to eat of its fruit. There are things that seem attractive to
us today, and we might question why God forbids them, but we can be certain that it is for our
ultimate good that they are forbidden.

Verses 18-25 describe further observations and actions by God.

a. The first and perfect man, with freedom to choose and an intellect with wisdom to
name all of the kinds of birds and animals, is truly amazing. Note that in order to
understand God'’s speaking to them, the first couple, unlike us, had to have vocabulary,
i.e. an understanding of the meaning of words was implanted at creation in order to
have fellowship with God and to understand complex information. This is unlike their
descendants, who learn vocabulary during their childhood development, which these
two did not have. [Research note: naming the animals.)

b. But Adam is not yet complete, because God wants him to have a suitable helper. After
the naming that man does, God makes that second human being, that man calls
“woman.” [Research note: She is not made directly from the ground, as Adam was, but
from his body. Why? Kinsman-redeemer. Also, note that ribs regrow following surgical
removab, Adam’'l]s ri b

c. Genesis 2:24 is God’s declaration of intent and comment regarding the relationship
between Adam and Eve. The reference to the institution of marriage, the God-
originated and -ordained relationship between a man and a woman, is short and
powerful but is often referred to in other books of the Bible. Jesus Christ repeats the
reference as recorded in Matthew 19:4-6, Mark 10:6-9, and Luke 16:18. Genesis 2:25 is
very expressive of a core attitude of Adam and Eve toward each other and God, because
in their nakedness, they felt no shame. [Research note: marriage]
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6. General note: this account is personal. The touch of God through His actions shows full
attentiveness and love. The garden must have been incredible, which other scriptures also
suggest. The account is all about God’s actions that are personal to the man and woman. He has
made them in His image. The closure of the account with the comment about their feeling no
shame in their nakedness in the garden of God’s making with His presence close and regular is a
picture of “very good” —the term God uses in Genesis 1:31.

Since God meant the ‘garden’ account to communicate to us, what do you see? Remember, this is a
perfect garden, planted by Eternal God. The words in Genesis 2 are meant to be universal: able to be
understood and pictured by anyone through the ages. Discuss what it must have been like, because we
cannot see it now. What about the description of the surroundings? What about the first marriage
between the first man and a specially formed help-mate?

Is there any hint of anything not right or incomplete? Is there any hint that man has constraints or
limits on obtaining food, other than not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? Is there
any suggestion that his or the woman’s needs are not fully met?

The creation accounts from two perspectives show that God’s conclusion of all that had been done is
“very good.” The eternal and perfect God does things by command in a short time. The meaning of the
words is plain. In addition, there is no detail in any of the creation that is not subject to God’s perfect
oversight and quality control. So the renderings of “good” from God during the creation week and the
rendering of “very good” at the end of the sixth day is a clear indicator that the world at this point has
no evil, death and disease. But, one must go further. A primary cause of death, injury, and hardship in
our present world are weather events (floods, wind, heavy precipitation, drought, and lightning) and
geologic events (earthquakes, tsunamis and volcanoes). Another obvious man-centered source of
death, injury and hardship is what people do to each other. None of this was present in the creation
accounts in Chapter 1 and 2.
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 8. Great Tragedy and Consequence in the Garden Account

Overview. This lesson is, of course, directly connected to the accounts of creation in Chapters 1 and 2.
It involves a report from God on man’s actions near the beginning. The picture of creation by the end of
Chapter 2 is nothing short of amazing, but a world-changing tragedy is about to occur. The world before
chapter 3 is hard to imagine, except as attempted in our imagination and sometimes in literature. It
does not relate very well to the present-day world, which is far from the “very good” that God
pronounces at the end of 6 days of creating in Genesis 1. What happens in Genesis 3 changes
everything. This is why we call it the Great Tragedy, and as is true of all tragedies, there are
consequences. One of the results is this: the biblical worldview, because of the implications of what
happens in Chapter 3, causes trouble in the hearts of many people. To believe the account suggests that
we have responsibility and suffer consequences. So, many would rather believe in a purposeless
universe without an author or an intended direction—and thus without accountability. We will approach
the record of what God has provided as true, however, and examine what occurs.

A Careful Reading.

This story is too often read purely as a children’s story or is considered mythical; therefore, it is
frequently not read carefully. Please read Genesis 3 as a matter of facts with words and events chosen
by God to communicate an important event with accuracy. Please make a few notes in regard to the
following questions before going through the notes below:

Who is there? When is God present with Adam?
When God asks a question, who needs to know the answer? Is it God or the person He addresses?

What are the key events? Events are defined just like a scene in a book or play. (The boundaries for
events are marked by a significant change in place, people, or subject.)

Prepare a list of events and the scriptures associated with each event for Genesis 3. For each event,
provide a summary title and a short summary sentence about what happened.

Discuss the major events; then discuss how you would best summarize what happened in the whole
chapter.

Notes on God’s Report.

1. THE CHANGE. A change has begun, and the first verse of Chapter 3 shows the change because
something challenges the truthfulness of what God says. His record begins with a surprise: a
talking serpent but also a creature with a distinct trait—he is crafty. God explains that the level
of craftiness is beyond that of any other animal, and his record illustrates excellent language
capability. Because of the facts laid out, we also know that he is already in the garden of God’s
making. We do not know how much time has elapsed from the end of chapter 2 and the
beginning of chapter 3. It was probably not long. Eve had not conceived. So who is the creature?
For the information to be complete, one must go to other scriptures like Job 1, Luke 10:18,
Revelation 12:2-9, and 20:2. [Research note: who was the serpent?] The ground work has been
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laid by the enemy of God and our souls to approach Adam and Eve. He starts with Eve by posing
a simple but profound question that quietly challenges God’s direction: “Did God really mean
what He said?”

A NOTE ABOUT EVIL. For those who may be completely unfamiliar with the Bible, God provides
critical information in scriptures, like those cited above, regarding evil. God addresses evil in
several ways but one of the key understandings of evil is the existence of spiritual beings with
evil power. It is unfortunate that the media provides a typically incorrect picture of this, so it
might be helpful to avoid thinking in terms of movies, video, and the like. Rather, the biblical
view of evil involves a definite spiritual being (Lucifer or Satan), but there are also spiritual
beings (demons) that follow him. The motivation that brought their situation about will sound
familiar: they wanted to be like God. This is not much different from Adam and Eve wanting to
know good and evil for themselves without God. The events, the sin of Adam and Eve as well as
the rebellion in heaven by spiritual beings, occur near the beginning. This may bring a question:
why did God do this? It is more correct to ask the question a different way: why did God make
people able to decide whether to follow God or not? Perhaps part of the answer is that real love
involves having the freedom to reject love. If you thought that your child was programmed to
love you and had no choice in the matter, would that be real love on your part? In God’s wisdom
and perfection, He made Adam and Eve able to choose to rely on God or not. In everyday life,
we bear the consequences of our decisions and choices, just as Adam and Eve bore the
consequences of their actions in the garden. The effects are far reaching, as we will study later.

If you examine your list of events, notice the conversation that occurs between this enemy and
Eve. The enemy wastes no time, because his questioning whether God really means what He
says now goes a step further: if she eats of the fruit of the only tree that God said not to eat, she
will surely NOT die. God explains in Genesis 3:6 and following that Eve already has a root
problem: she wanted wisdom on her own terms and to be like God. It is not long before Eve and
Adam both eat; their eyes are opened because something has changed on the inside. God,
knowing what has occurred, comes to ask a question. He already knows the answer. You can
read God’s plain report about what Adam said, which is also what we typically do when
something wrong occurs: we pass the blame to someone else. But, the damage has been done.
Both have sinned; their hearts have changed and their knowledge of good and evil has changed.
However, the cost of their actions is high. They are physically alive, but now they are also
spiritually dead, in keeping with God’s sure promise that eating of the tree will cause death.
God’s warning in the literal Hebrew was, “Dying, you shall surely die.” And they began to die
physically on that very day; physical death became inevitable for them and all of their
descendants. The wall between God and man cannot be penetrated by what man does, and the
person responsible for the wall is man himself. Ever since then, ungodly men have tried to hide
from God, which is just what Adam and Eve tried to do as they hid among the trees. Hiding did
not work then; it still does not work when we try to hide from God.

But your event list should also show God’s switch in attention to the serpent in verse 14. Here is
where creation is going to be changed. It will not be “very good” any longer. While this change
has the signature of God on it, which we will see, it is as a direct result of man’s disobedience or
sin. Verses 17 and 18 are the clear proclamation of the change in creation. The universe and
earth made by the Master Chef are now altered as a result of disobedience. It may seem harsh,
but remember, God’s oversight and quality control are perfect. He is Eternal God. So the ground
will no longer produce as it once did. It will require work that it never did before. The work, as
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defined by God, will be toilsome, which was not the case earlier. Thorns and thistles were not in
His original plan, but they are now a part of the change, the consequence of disobedience. This
is only the beginning. God reminds them of the penalty of His first command and makes it sure
in verse 19. They would die. Death was never part of the original creation. Death, suffering and
disease are not good things, and contrary to what is often said, they are not “natural.” They
entered creation as a result of disobedience.

5. Verses 20-21 record the first killing of an animal, as God uses the skins of an animal to form
clothing for Adam and Eve, who are now ashamed of their nakedness. God, Himself, clothes
them.

It is worth re-reading Genesis 3:22-24, because our Creator God, the Master Chef of the universe and
earth, knows that what he created is now spoiled. He puts a physical and spiritual boundary around the
garden so that man will never again enter the area. The very God who put the breath into His special
created man now drives him out of the garden, never to return. Mankind in general will never again
experience the garden’s sinless deathless condition until, through Christ, the Heavens and Earth are
renewed and restored (2 Peter 3:13). At that point, God says (Revelation 21: 4): “...there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain...” and He tells us a little
further on (Revelation 22:3) why this will be: “...there shall be no more curse,” which refers to what
happened in Genesis Chapter 3.

As the Genesis chapters continue, think of what it must have been like for that first generation to look at
the guarded garden area nearby or perhaps hear stories about what it was like. And as they worked
their crops and gardens with effort and toil that was never intended at the beginning, they also lived
without the presence of God in the way their mother and father first experienced it. Did they remember
the Creator as life moved on? We shall see.

The Less Obvious Facts (Other Biblical References).

The change that took place at the garden event, which we will henceforth call the Fall, affected creation.
We are part of His creation. So the effects of the Fall of man are in us and around us. There are many
other scriptures that speak of the event. Read and consider the following:

Romans 8:20-22 Creation has been subjected to futility

Hebrews 1:11 The creation will wear out and perish

Romans 5:12-19 Death comes from the events in the Garden

1 Corinthians 15:21-22 By a man (Adam) came death; through Christ comes life

Proverbs 8:34-36 God reviews the basics: if a person finds God, he or she finds life and

obtains favor; If he fails to find God, he injures himself; all who hate God love death. This is a radical
statement, but consider what happened in Genesis 3. Death entered the universe and its entrance was a
result of the penalty of disobedience. God’s command was clear in Genesis and Proverbs 8 repeats the
same thing: disobedience to God causes injury to men and death is the ultimate result for every man.
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 9. Consequence to Judgment: The Creation Is Poisoned by Sin

Overview.

Using our analogy from the beginning of the study, God is the Master Chef who makes the universe,
including the earth. The resulting special dish, in our analogy, is “very good” at the beginning but
rebellion and disobedience act like a poison. Just as poison can affect a large quantity of food or water,
sin affects all of God’s creation. Genesis 4, 5 and 6 show the consequences of sin among the first
generations. Sin now inhabits the heart and soul of all people. We are the same “kind,” made of the
same flesh, and have the same lineage. However, the situation does not stabilize; it becomes worse. Not
only is creation changed forever, but the rapidly exploding population forgets God and terrible things
begin to happen.

Note: Remember that the first people, Adam and Eve, including their genetic code, were pronounced
“good” before the Fall. Likewise, the grand array of creatures in the seas, land and air were clearly
defined as “good.” Originally, the animals ate only plants, not each other (Genesis 1:30). [Research note:
how did bad things come about?] But death, disease and suffering have now entered the universe as a
consequence of sin. The ramifications of God’s pronouncement have affected living creatures, the toil
required to do anything, the birth process, and relationships. Corruption continues. It affects everything.
At the top of the list for effects is death itself.

Nevertheless, God’s command from Genesis 1 to multiply and fill the earth has not been retracted.
There are no rules at this point about a marriage between brother and sister. Today, marrying close
relatives is both unlawful and likely to lead to major deformities in the offspring. But those deformities
come from the large number of harmful copying mistakes (mutations) we carry in our DNA (genetic)
code. These accumulate with each generation. They normally cause only problems if we inherit the
same mistake from both parents. Usually the “good” gene (instructions) from one parent covers up the
mistake from the other. But if one has the same parents as one’s spouse, one risks inheriting many of
the same mistakes from both parents, and deformities result. However, in Adam and Eve’s immediate
descendants, the genetic code is still very near the original condition of “very good,” so there is no such
biological risk yet. Even Abraham, centuries after the Flood, is still able to marry his half-sister Sarah,
and there is no hint of any deformity in Isaac. Nor has Abraham broken God’s law against such
intermarriage, because it is only centuries later in the time of Moses that God closes the door to not just
brother-sister but even half-sibling marriages. That makes complete sense when we realize that the
more time passes, the more the mutations build up in the population. But by starting all mankind with
one pair, it is inevitable that there will be all sorts of closely related marriages in these early generations.
[Researchnote:Cai n’']s wi f e

The population rapidly increases. Cities are mentioned before long. Technological developments and
manufacturing specialties are mentioned. The physical and technical development, however, is
accompanied by other things that are not good. All the while, the Master Chef not only observes men in
these chapters, He is a personal witness to some of the events, and records those instances for us. His
dish, so to speak, remains poisoned, but conditions continue to deteriorate. The effects of the Fall on
Adam and Eve’s children and their children rapidly produce an evil culture. Remember, He is the Perfect
Overseer with a perfect sense and understanding of quality control. We will see that the situation in
those early generations leads to His deliberate plan to destroy nearly everything.
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Bible Reading, Questions and Notes for Chapters 4 and 5.

Read Genesis 4 and 5. Take a piece of paper and make four columns. On the left column, put the verses
that pertain to an event or group of events. In the second column put a short title in your own words for
the event within those verses. In the third column, list who is present. In the fourth column, put a few
notes about what happens in the event. When done, answer the questions that are listed below. Some
can probably be answered from your notes. To answer some others, you will have to check the verses.

Questions on the events leading up to Noah:

1.

2.
3.
4

Is Cain clearly warned by God about the possibility of a wrong attitude? How? (see 4:5-7)
Where is the first city mentioned? (see chapter 4 for a mention of a city)

How long before the second murder is recorded? (near the end of chapter 4)

Note 4:26, where God says that people began to call on the name of the Lord. Then what was
happening in the preceding years?

Note the generations mentioned in chapter 5 and the statement about people in 6:1. How big
do you think the population was by the beginning of chapter 6?

What verses in chapter 4 tell you that cities, business, and specialty products were being
developed, that people were known for specific crafts or industry? (see parts of chapter 4)
Note the confirmation of the curse of the ground that followed Adam and Eve’s disobedience in
chapter 5:28-29. How long and thorough was Lamech’s experience in life to know the pain of
how much creation had changed?

Note the average age of many men that are noted in chapter 5. How old was Noah when he
had his three sons?

Of all the men listed in chapters 4 and 5, who was noted for obedience to God or seemed to
know Him? What happened to this person? Check Hebrews 11:5.

Notes on Genesis 6.

Genesis 6 explains the evil culture that developed and the building of the ark that would save Noah and
his family. Write a short summary of these sections of verses: 1-5, 5-8, and 9-22. Also, God enters the
picture in a significant way. Using your notes and following the verses, read the notes below and answer
the questions. Remember to pay special attention to words and descriptions that define the coming
worldwide catastrophe and the preparations for it.

Verses 1-5 are God’s view of a situation that was wrong and evil. It is not man’s judgment of the
situation; it is God’s. The description is very brief, but notes that special men (or some believe
fallen angelic creatures) began marrying whomever they wanted. The choices were presumably
based on beauty and whim. Whatever the details were of the selective breeding, God’s
conclusion of the whole culture is clear in the seven verses. There was no hope. God lays down
His limit: He will not contend with man forever. What was the limit He stated?

Note the last sentence of verse 4 and the whole of verse 5. What is God’s conclusion of
relationships that were arising at this time? In the same verses, note the title of “heroes” or
men of “renown”. By this time, men that were considered the best among men were, according
to God, the worst among men. The corruption of sin in men’s hearts virtually reversed what was
originally created “good.”
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3. Note that verses 5-8 are in the first person. God speaks clearly and straight to the point. Also
note that God has the perfect ability to see inside us. He not only sees actions, He sees thoughts.
He knows each person. Only one finds favor: Noah.

4. Verse 9 and following divert the attention from the general population and conditions to one
particular person (Noah) and his interaction with God. Judgment, which will take the form of a
worldwide catastrophe, is defined by God. Find the verses and check the words for each of the
following questions:

What is the statement God makes about the culture of the time?

What is the action He will take that He explains to Noah?

What is the action He commands Noah to take?

What are the characteristics of the ark?

How thorough will His judgment be with respect to life on the surface of the earth?

What or who will be in the ark?

What is Noah'’s level of obedience as a result of the instructions?

m oo T

Summary of Ark Analyses. A substantial amount of research and study has been conducted by
creation scientists and other applied-science specialists to examine the size, stability, and capability of
the ark to fulfill the purpose that God describes in Chapter 6. In summary, it is very plausible. Resources
are available on a general and technical level that can be found online or in other types of media. A few
key points are noted below:

1. The volume of the ark is sufficient to house the estimated 16,000 “kinds” of creatures that
dwelled on the face of the earth (and breathed through nostrils, which only vertebrates do—
Gen. 7:22). “Kinds” is more general than the species we see today. For instance, we have
hundreds of types of dogs, but they are all dogs. Wolves, dingoes, coyotes, etc. are different
species, but the same created kind. They can generally interbreed.

2. The shape of the ark has been examined by several studies. It is a near-ideal shape to weather
large waves. It needed not to go anywhere but only to float.

3. The primary construction material was wood. This has also been studied. Experts have stated it
would work. Furthermore, it provides some flexibility, which is key to the survival, for instance,
of many sea-going ships in heavy seas but also of airplanes in turbulence.

4. Other issues, such as size of the decks, reasonable placement of different kinds in different
locations, storage for food, and space for Noah’s family to live do not appear to be critical issues
for a vessel of this size.

5. There would be room, too, for some of the larger types of animals, including some of the kinds
of dinosaurs, which were probably not taken on board fully grown. In any case, though, most
vertebrates, including many dinosaurs, were rather small. [Research note: how did the animals

fit?]
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 10. The Ark Is Filled and the Flood Begins

Overview. Genesis 7 is a short but dynamic chapter. For decades the ark has been under
construction. It is in the plain view of the nearby population and no doubt was the subject of much
discussion. Still in existence (maybe even not too far away, though we are not told) was the Garden of
Eden—still guarded to prevent man from ever entering again. The judgment, which God stated would
happen, is about to begin, because God announces the boarding time for the ark and notes a seven-day
period before the waters are unleashed. The event rapidly builds to be catastrophic in whole-earth
terms. The ark becomes the only safe haven. The event is not complete in this chapter in the sense that
the flood waters are gone, but is complete with respect to God’s precise judgment: every living thing
that had breath in its nostrils is dead. It is not by man’s observation; it is by God’s much more precise
and accurate observation. The Perfect Overseer ensures that His intended results are recorded so we
are not mistaken about the results. There was no way for people in the ark to know. There is never any
argument from the witnesses after the catastrophe that anyone was left. Only the few people in the ark
will see the immediate results of the whole affair, but this is not recorded until the next chapter of
Genesis. At the end of chapter 7, the floodwaters are still too high; the ark remains sealed for the safety
of the surviving people and creatures onboard.

Points and Notes on the Beginning of God’s Judgment.
Read Genesis 7 completely, but then return to verse 1.

On the day in which God speaks, remember the culture of the time: it was violent and corrupt. More
than actions outside, however, God knows the heart of men. He knows their thoughts. Recall from the
last lesson: God grieved at the situation and told Noah the same. The day when Genesis 7:1 takes place
marks a change. The command from God was simple and direct: go into the ark. God repeats that only
Noah was found righteous in “this generation,” and repeats His instructions about boarding living
creatures.

Noah and his family obey, and they take with them specific numbers of each kind of living creatures.
“Kind” refers to the same “kind” that is spoken of in Genesis 1, so representatives from all God has
created are present in the ark before anything else happens. No one knows exactly how all the
representative kinds came, but the God of creation, who made them in the first place and commanded
the ark to be prepared, was the insurance that every kind in the right number and gender would get to
the ark. It did not happen without work on the receiving side (at the ark), just as building the ark did not
occur without work. This was not a leisurely preparation for a boat ride; the ark was made as a place of
safety and temporary habitation to keep a few people and many “kinds” alive. There is no record that
they knew how arduous and prolonged the ordeal would be.

Note the repetition in the scriptures regarding the bringing of creatures to the ark by looking at Genesis
6:19-20, 7:2-3, 7:8-9, and 7:14-16. Each of these is listed at a different point, but the repetition is
deliberate and striking. God, the Perfect Communicator, makes sure we understand all of this happened
according to His command so that every representative kind would be saved from the flood. Of course,
Noah and his family are mentioned as many times. Everything else, without exception among the
animals or millions of people that were alive at the beginning of the flood, would perish. No exceptions
would occur. [Research note: We have already seen that one landmass before the Flood is implied. God
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could send the creatures to Noah without them having to cross oceans. For post-Flood dispersion, see
How did the kangaroo get to Australia?)

Two things stated in Genesis 7:4 and 16 are worthy of note. Verse 4 indicates seven days elapsed from
His command to board the ark until the catastrophe started with the first drop of rain. Imagine the
atmosphere if you were part of the family during those seven days. Verse 16 may well illustrate the
tension of the situation and the challenge it might introduce if Noah had to shut the only opening of the
ark to the world. God shuts the door of the ark. This is one action He reserves for Himself; it would not
be entrusted to anyone else. Once the door is shut, the inside of the ark is the only place safe from the
worldwide disaster that will unfold.

The Primary Results of the Genesis Flood.

God'’s specified result of judgment is recorded in Genesis 7:21-23. It is also mentioned in Matthew
24:37-39 and Luke 17:27. If there were any exceptions, it would make God untruthful, His judgment
uncertain, and His Scriptures unreliable. All those types of creatures God had said would perish did so,
except those on the ark.

The Start of the Flood to its Peak.

While the catastrophe is incredible and shocking, what God has initiated will change the face of the
earth. We have no comparison to this event today. Even giant tsunamis and the worst recorded flash
floods, earthquakes or volcanoes are tiny compared to a global event. Yet the results are abundantly
clear. About three-quarters of the earth’s surface is covered with sedimentary rock (laid down by
moving water); fossils around the world from low to high altitudes show rapid burial of small to large
creatures (like dinosaurs); there are abundant twisted rock layers that had to be somewhat pliable when
formed; land masses have no resemblance to the land mass briefly described in Genesis 1; and tectonic
plates have fractured boundaries that look like the earth’s surface was shaken, split, and rearranged.
Chapter 12 of this study will devote more time to the flood record that we see, but the remainder of this
chapter’s notes cover the initial physical actions and the general timing that are addressed in the
scriptures. Like the instructions for other lessons, check the references when they are in bold and
answer any questions that are in bold.

1. Overall Note. God’s primary objectives in communicating this account, based on the repetition
of His instructions to Noah and His stated judgment both before and after the event, were to
save Noah and his family, save the representative vertebrate “kinds” of His created creatures,
and destroy any other living creature on the face of the earth. In other words, His intention was
not to provide a strict chronology of events or provide a detailed physical description of what
happened. However, God does provide key details.

2. The mechanisms to produce the Flood. See Genesis 6:17, 7:4, 7:7, and 7:10-11 and note the
words that pertain to floodwaters.

a. Rain. Rain is one of the sources of water for the Flood, which can be seen from Genesis
7:4 and 12. This is the first scripture reference to rain falling, although there is nothing
in scripture that says rain did not occur earlier. We know from Genesis 2:5 that rain had
not fallen before this point in day 6 of creation. And the primary source of water for
foliage or vegetation, at least in the Garden of Eden, seems to have been an elaborate
system of aquifers and springs that eventually became rivers (see Genesis 2:6 and 10-
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14). Without any more detail in the Record, conjectures are possible and some work has
been done to study the possibilities. What we can say is that the floodgates of heaven
were opened in Genesis 7:11.
Just prior to Genesis 7:11 is the mention of the other source of floodwater: fountains or
springs of the great deep. The same term is used much later in the Flood account, when
God shuts them off. There is no technical description, so we do not know how these two
sources worked with each other, but both were critical for the action that God required.
And the sources of the great deep must have been huge to be pouring for five whole
months, covering the highest mountains on the earth of that time in combination with
the rain.
Continental breakup. Many creationist researchers think that the breakup of the
continents was somehow connected to the onset of the Flood, helping release the
sources of water. Others have different models. But without more detail from the Word,
we do not know for sure. No single model can be regarded as a reliable representation
of what happened, and all such models should be held loosely. [Research note:
geological models; then also continental drift.] One thing is sure: the resulting
floodwaters were sufficient to do exactly what God intended.
The Facts from the Word about the Flood. Check the following points by checking the
scripture that is noted:

i. Genesis 7:17. Period of rain and fountains of the deep “kept coming”.

ii. Genesis 7:18. The ark floated on the waters.

iii. Genesis 7:19-20. The waters rose to 20 feet (6.9 m) above the highest mountain
peak. Note: this could be a reference to the draft of the ark, which may have
briefly grounded during the catastrophe, or it is a depth specified by God.

iv. Genesis 7:19, 20 and 24. The floodwaters, which would be at the peak depth
above the highest mountain near the ark, continued without abating for 150
days.

v. Genesis 7:22-24. The death of all land vertebrates outside the Ark is noted. If
verse 23 and 24 are taken together, it is plausible that the death of the last of
these did not occur until day 150.

vi. The terms in the verses about how the floodwaters prevailed makes it difficult
to schedule the exact timing of the peak waters. Creation scientists and Hebrew
scholars have carefully considered the possibilities; they have not come to a
singular conclusion. In any case, the current conditions of the earth surface and
the seabed show incredible changes compared to the brief description of the
dry earth that was present before the flood. It is reasonable to say that events
anywhere on the globe were continuously cataclysmic. Local fluctuations as the
waters increased are very probable. His intended result was certain: all living
creatures He had specified, without exception, except for those on the ark,
would die. He made sure: the floodwaters prevailed for 150 days while the
destruction was made complete (Genesis 7:24). [Research note: Where did all
the water go?]
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 11. The Peak and the Receding Period

Overview. The flood waters are unabated in the closing verses of Genesis 7. God provides a change in
emphasis at the beginning of Genesis 8, which begins His description of the receding period of the Great
Flood. His noted concern at this point is Noah. God begins the steps to abate the floodwaters. From an
ark point of view, it is business as usual: take care of the animals and keep yourself alive. There is plenty
to do. And, Noah'’s family is in close quarters for a long time. Though Noah is named for his
righteousness, and God saves him and his entire family. They were all still fallen, fallible descendants of
Adam. Close quarters, hard work, and the sounds of catastrophe must have made for a difficult period.
After several months of floating in turbulent seas, God remembers Noah and those with him in the Ark,
and begins to abate the waters. He provides various markers in Genesis 8. At the end of several more
months, the ark grounds on a mountain range. Noah opens a window after some more time. He tests
the situation several times using a dove. No matter what the results, however, nobody leaves the ark
until God says “go.” Anything else would have been foolish. And what they see when they finally
observe the outside must have been a shock. The landscape would bear the scars of the monster Flood;
most of the features they observe would have been made during the receding period. Little would be
familiar compared to their previous home.

Reading and Notes.

Read Genesis 8 in its entirety. As we did in previous lessons, make four columns on a piece of paper to
hold the following information: In the left column, put the verses that pertain to an event or group of
events. In the second column, add a short title in your own words for the event within those verses. In
the third column, put a few notes about who is present. In the last column (the largest), summarize
what happened in a short sentence or two. Use the following segments: verses 1-5, 6-14, 15-19, and 20-
22. Then proceed to the following notes:

1. God does two things in verses 1-5. The mechanisms responsible for the two sources of water are
stopped on God’s command. God orders a wind. Neither the stop in the water sources nor the
start of the wind are “natural”—God makes them happen to cause the waters to abate or
recede. God engineers and commands the cessation of events, just as He ensured that the flood
began and prevailed. None of this has any counterpart in today’s more settled conditions. The
receding waters are hundreds of meters in depth, so incredible forces are still in operation. The
ocean depths increase. Uneven land masses emerge. The combination only makes the flow over
new terrain faster. The water must go somewhere. The earth must appear and be habitable for
those people and creatures that exit the ark because that is God’s stated intent. Thus the land
surfaces must be raised and sea beds lowered to accommodate the water. The actions do not
take eons; they take a short time. The majority of this occurs before those on the ark can
disembark in a particular region. All of this makes events during the receding period like a series
of mini-catastrophes that carve and form the new land masses. The ark is grounded on a named
set of mountains. After a few months, mountain peaks can be seen. It is a miraculous event in
itself that the ark rests high and safe while the forceful and cataclysmic receding waters
continue to flow over and cut the land. Lands continue to emerge. The ark’s inhabitants remain
safe. No exit is entertained. The noise of surrounding waters and wind would have been heard.
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We hear waterfalls that are large and consider them deafening. What they heard was probably
far beyond what we have experienced, and it probably did not stop for some time.

2. Verses 6-14 records things from Noah’s perspective. He has a way to test the conditions outside
the ark. He repeats the test more than once. Only a window is opened for the tests. Even when
the last test shows that a little bird has found a new home and need not return, Noah does not
make the move to open the ark. It is conjecture but it is highly likely, in view of what the crew
experienced during the preceding months, that a bird finding a safe haven would not have been
sufficient to calm their fears. After another period of time, the covering of the ark is removed,
but still no exit is entertained. They observe the earth to be dry; they still do not depart.
Another period of time is recorded.

3. Verses 15-19 begin with God’s command. It is only with this permission from the ultimate
Authority that they have the assurance that they can disembark safely. There is good reason to
need assurance; they have heard, felt (from the motion of the ark), and seen a little of what the
flood has done. Noah and the family are commanded to bring out all the creatures that have
been with them. Further, God says they are to disembark so they may multiply, be fruitful and
fill the earth. Changed though it was, the earth will again see living things that will multiply on its
surface.

4. Verses 20-22 describe Noah’s response to worship God. Sacrifices, which would have been a
suitable response to God for their safe arrival on land, are made of a few of the clean animals.
God records His response to Noah'’s action. The response is a critically important one for those
who fear another cataclysmic worldwide event like the Genesis Flood. As the verses state, it will
not happen. An end will occur to the universe and the earth, to be sure, and great catastrophes
will occur at that time, but that is another study of other portions of scripture and pertains to
the day of the Lord, or His return. Read 2 Peter 3: 3-10, especially verse 6, and Matthew 24:37-
39. Note particularly the contrast between the two global-scale destructions. The first of which
was by water, and the prophesied scoffers will “deliberately forget” both the part of water in
earth’s creation and the global flood. Jesus links days of Noah with His return in several
respects. [Research note: was the flood global?] The biblical creation view, which includes the
event of the Flood, is referenced quite often in the scriptures. It is a mark in the Bible that shows
the mercy of God, His strict judgment, and His ability to see the true heart of man. For this last
point, compare God’s statement about man in these scriptures: Genesis 8:21, Psalm 51:5, Isaiah
53:6 and John 3:19

The Forces at Work During the Flood.

It is easy to read the verses on the Genesis flood and not seriously consider the detail provided about
earth changes. While the following discussion is an interpretation of the types and magnitudes of the
forces involved, it is not without a biblical start. God clearly states He commanded the start and the
stop to key elements that were used to initiate and then bring an end to the flood, but He also used the
characteristics of earth’s substances, and the laws He made that govern them, to accomplish the
destruction of all land-dwelling vertebrates. Consider the magnitudes and types of forces at work, taking
the information from key verses as a starting point. The Genesis flood is the second most dominant
earth-changing event with a biblical creation worldview (the first event is the Fall of man). The evidence
is still around us, which will be discussed in the next lesson. We will discuss three types of forces: water,
tectonics (earth movements), and atmosphere.

The Forces of Water in the Receding Part of the Flood.
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God speaks of a water depth above the highest mountain peak. While we have no record of how high
the highest mountain was before the flood (today’s mountains were pushed up afterwards—see lesson
12 about the aftermath of the Flood), let us assume a modest height of 2000 meters. That would mean
that the floodwaters would be a little more than that depth; they would, therefore, be global. Such a
depth of waters would be turbulent and unpredictable. The release of this much water from under the
ground on a global scale would have involved an unprecedented level of volcanic and earthquake
activity. It would probably have involved volumes and speeds that are unimaginable in terms of any
present-day occurrences (Matthew 24:37-39, Genesis 7:20). Rain from above occurred at the same
time. This is not a normal rain but a deliberate release of large volumes of water from the heavens that
occurred at the same time. (There is no further definition in the Bible, though it may have been in
combination with the sudden saturation of the atmosphere through the worldwide release from the
fountains.) The two sources of water along with their effects on land would yield an obvious result:
destructive turbulent currents that are up to hundreds of kilometers wide and up to depths that are
necessary to cover the mountains. Giant waves of water would wash back and forth over land areas at
intervals until they were completely submerged. During receding periods, the same thing would happen
as large areas of land reappeared. Huge eddies, whirlpools, lines of colliding currents, rapid changes in
water direction, and even occasional places of relative calm would occur repeatedly as lands rose higher
during the receding period.

New lands would have been destructively carved and molded by large and fast water flows. Forces that
we observe today are not equivalent. However, the big picture is not hard to calculate. The masses of
water to be drained are extremely high. The velocities of water could be tens of kilometers per hour
(estimates are as high as 60-90 km/hr). Debris would be carried by these waters. The mixture would act
like a giant power saw cutting through soft wood, although less neatly. Today’s largest flash floods are
typically unpredictable and locally destructive but the Genesis flood would be like a much larger scale
flash flood that does not lessen for months. It would also be unpredictably violent, with changes
dictated by local conditions, the materials in the new regional landscapes, the slopes of the land and the
local heights above sea level. The receding period, which was not short according to the Scriptures,
would have been nearly as destructive as the flooding event in terms of the ability to change the
landscape.

What is in the water is an important factor. The floodwaters would have been filled with debris from
remains of the biomass to rocks to vast amounts of sands, minerals, and soils. Dramatically eroded
regions like giant canyons and shear walls are all over the globe. These features and the large spread of
sedimentary rock over most of the earth’s surface are telltale indicators that the receding flood effects
were global and extreme. Layers of material would be laid down by huge sheets of water laden with
rocks, gravel, minerals and sands. Where lower receding floodwaters met land obstacles, the carving
and grinding forces of the mixture would be incredible. The edges of a large tsunami as they rush on
land or retract are a very small indicator of what the mixture could look like and what it could do.
However, a few 10-20 meters tsunami waves would be a ripple compared to the receding waters of the
Genesis flood that washed between local mountains and carved or shaped the land.

Earth Crust and Volcanic Forces in the Flood.
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We think in terms of a volcano erupting. What if the volcanoes are in a line under water, like the ridges
we have discovered in the center of some oceans? What if they erupt in groups within a short period
(within months)? Some groups would erupt on newly formed land areas. Consider the terminology from
Haggai 2:6 and Hebrews 12:26-27 where God speaks of shaking the earth. It is an accurate description.
Movement of large parts of the earth’s thin surface would occur, because that is what a literal shake
would do when the crust is rigid but the interior is not. This would awaken the volcanic activity on a
much wider scale than we have ever seen. The same points or lines of volcanoes may also have been the
same places where the fountains of the deep were opened or released. As receding floodwaters became
locally shallow or the volcanic events took place on newly emerged land, greater deposits of volcanic
material would go into the atmosphere. Earthquakes would continue to bend, fold, and jostle sediment
layers that were still relatively pliable. As events increasingly occurred on dry land (land only recently
emerged), large areas of sediment would be further changed by pyroclastic (volcanic) flows or
overridden with lava. It is very good that the ark grounded in God’s plan in a specific location and at
higher altitude. Much of the new earth surface would still be violent, still draining, or not good for
habitation right away.

Atmospheric Forces in the Flood.

There are physical reasons for having no sizable opening in the ark except for a large door, which the
Lord shut Himself. There is reason why the ark was completely covered (the family of Noah had to take
part of the covering apart near the end of the ordeal to see the earth). Rain was heavy, but wind-driven
waves, introduced as part of God’s plan to cause the floodwaters to recede, would have been sizable.
The atmosphere was probably very unstable from the volcanic activity and the heat in the ocean waters.
Ash and gases would have occasionally been dangerous as the material would land on the ark later in
the flood. The conditions were good for triggering large storms with heavy episodes of lightning, hail,
rain, micro-bursts with extreme gusty winds, and water spouts. A closed vessel was essential for survival
during the receding period as well as early in the flood.

Net Effects of Forces.

Wherever the ark drifted, it started at a target area, or “ground zero.” It was a formerly well populated
land mass but also destined for complete destruction. The natural forces in that area would be as bad as
anywhere else on the globe. The forces were gigantic by current standards and the effects were global.
The receding period was just as notable as the early flood stages. The forces act together but without
predictability. As water receded, newly emerging lands would funnel water full of debris that could
carve the new landscape. As some areas of land got higher and/or the local sea level dropped, the
energy potential of the draining waters would mount. Instability in the atmosphere, the added heat
from volcanic activity, and the God-ordained wind would have made the receding period of the flood
very dangerous in most locations. While the situation would be unpredictably turbulent, there would
also be lulls within the activity.

With these forces in mind, the early grounding of the ark at higher altitude saved it from treacherous
conditions that would still exist at lower altitudes. The last part of the voyage was as dangerous and
tumultuous as the first part. It should be clear that the ark was not a giant life raft in placid waters
waiting to peacefully beach on a new paradise. Even after grounding, the noise from periodic but
smaller weather and water events in the region would have been loud. Noah’s family would remember
the cities and people they once knew who were now dead. As conditions quieted, they still dared not
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leave the ark until God said “go.” They had reason to obey when you consider the forces at work. When
God promised He would never do this again, it meant more to the small crew than today’s casual

reading might register.

The impact of the Flood lasts through Scripture, as you can see when you read 2 Peter 3:6.
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 12. The Genesis Flood: The Aftermath in the Geological Record

Overview.

Some of the forces at work on the earth during and after the Flood are summarized in this lesson as they
affected the new lands that emerged. A geological record remains with us and the study of some of that
record has been the subject of recent studies by scientists and specialists who believe the biblical
creation view. Their findings are exciting, and work continues; but the biblical creation view is so
unpopular that it is not often heard and research efforts are typically poorly financed. For curious
people, including many believers, the information will be new. For more information, use the [research
notes] at creation.com or obtain some of the references that are listed in Addendum 1. The summaries
of some of the findings are very brief since this is one lesson among many that need to be covered.

The scripture is mostly silent regarding the aftermath of the flood. Receding conditions are noted a few
times in general terms (Psalm 104:6-9). The geological record, on the other hand, is not silent. The fossil
record, seen from a biblical creation view, is powerful evidence of the Flood, which was a worldwide
catastrophe in every respect. Many land features we think of as astounding today were created during
the time of the Genesis Flood. The conditions immediately following the Flood continued to be unstable
and also shaped parts of the earth. Both weather and climate were globally upset; the oceans were
warm from the effects of widespread volcanism. Studies have estimated that the post-Flood conditions
took several hundred years to settle, which includes the Ice Age.

There are so many exciting things to see and discover that a lesson on the physical record of the flood is
warranted. God ensures that the mention of the Genesis Flood occurs often. He exhorts us not to forget
the event (2 Peter3:3-7). The geological record is an excellent reminder, especially since we can see and
experience some of the very areas that were affected and changed.

The end of lesson 11 covers the magnitudes and types of forces that were involved. Review this section
if you need to. How those forces shaped the land and left a record of the event are discussed in more
detail below. [Research notes: Flood, fossil record, canyons, sheet flow, geologic record)

The Catastrophic Drainage of the Water

It is hard to envision land as far we can see that is completely devoid of trees or grasses but full of
sediments, rocks, sands, and volcanism. Turbulent waters would be rushing to lower areas, carving
valleys and canyons in the process. Large regions of volcanic activity would be filling the atmosphere
with ash and covering large sections of land with lava. Periodic and large earthquakes would accompany
the volcanism and the dramatic rise of the mountain ranges that we see today. The portrayal in the Bible
is accurate: here is our Mighty God, who is able to shake the earth and overturn mountains (Job 9:5-7,
Haggai 2:6 and Hebrews 12:26-27).

Catastrophic Appearance of New Land

The receding period of the global flood was characterized by newly rising lands (new continents)
and deepening seabeds on a continental-ocean scale that occurred within a short time in a biblical
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creation worldview. The new lands after the flood, as would be expected, were generally covered with
layers of sediment from the catastrophic action of moving water. The sizes of the rising land masses and
their heights relative to deepening seabeds were a recipe for huge amounts of water to begin flowing
downhill. Volcanoes that were above the local sea level, which was also changing, ejected masses of
material to the atmosphere. Some erupted on the bottom of the oceans. Much of the volcanism was in
lines below water and extends thousands of miles along major tectonic plate divisions. These lines of
volcanoes poured the heat into the oceans that raised water temperatures. There were also large
regions of volcanoes on the new continents. During the first years following the offloading of the ark,
significant parts of new continents would still have been in upheaval as waters continued to drain.

The Fossil Record

The Mechanism to Make Fossils. Contrary to the popular view that it takes millions of years to
make fossils, there are actually multiple problems with the idea of long-period time spans. Flesh and
bones rot faster than long period processes can act; erosion effects counter any slow burial concepts.
The huge debris- and mineral-laden waters of the Flood were a perfect scenario for fossil development.
The catastrophe was short; the content of the waters were full of the substances that were laid down in
layers and hardened quickly; the flows of sediment to rapidly bury things were present.

In this view, there is no surprise that soft-tissue patterns are preserved for us to see. Animal
fossils look destructively buried, which is shown as many creatures in the fossil record appear torn apart;
the necks of larger creatures are bent at unnatural angles. “Pools” of fossils are often found—having
been moved in the violent waters as debris with similar characteristics (size and weight) were thrown
together. There are cases where fossils show jellyfish, fish eating other fish, and live mollusks. The key
was a combination of destructive water, thick mineral-filled contents, and rapid burial of things.
[Research note: jellyfish fossils; mass fossil deposits)

Biomass Graveyards and Coal. Coal seams are found throughout the world. They are the “left-
overs” of the huge biomass that existed before the Flood. Floodwaters naturally pool the biomass as it
was ripped up and moved by turbulent floodwaters. The folding of parts of the earth’s crust and the
rapid deposit of sediments provided the mechanism to rapidly bury some of the biomass and provided
the pressures needed to convert it to coal. The heat generated in the trapped and crushed biomass
quickly resulted in the coal seams that we have today. [Research note: coal. If large amounts of matted
vegetation are catastrophically buried and are not, therefore, exposed to very much oxygen, the result is
coal.]

Large Fossil Graveyards (Dinosaur Bone Beds). Dinosaurs get the attention of many people. The
number of groups of known types of dinosaurs that left prints or are found in fossil graveyards is
notable. In the last few decades these have been discovered from far north and south latitudes to the
equator. When a person adds up the destructive forces that were evident in the flood, the herds of
creatures that were trying to escape the waters, and their tracks that indicated flight from danger, the
global and destructive nature of the Genesis flood is readily apparent. In more recent years there have
been discoveries of soft tissue, unfossilized bones, and organic molecules at certain dinosaur sites. This
is a clear indicator of a recent burial, which is also consistent with the Genesis Flood as recorded in the
Scripture. In recent decades there have also been many discoveries of dinosaur eggs. With the turbulent
rise of flood waters, it is very conceivable that escaping creatures quickly laid eggs which were buried by
the onrush of water and sediments before they hatched.

Changing Sea Levels



48

As the lands rose, the seabeds dropped. The water had to go somewhere, so the water in large flows
(called “sheet” flows) headed to deepened sea beds. While the global sea level dropped with the
deepened sea beds, the overall sea level began to rise as the waters drained off the continents and
gathered in the current oceans. As the sea levels continued to rise, land bridges between large land
masses would have disappeared.

An interesting thing from recent mapping of the seas is the presence of submerged mountains, whose
tops were removed by water forces when they were near sea level but are now submerged. Called
“guyots,” these show that the ocean bottom far from land has sunk around 1,500 m. Other volcanic
action built other mountains to the surface and then higher. Some form today’s groupings of islands, like
the Philippines.

Sheet Flow and Channel Flow of the Retreating Flood Waters

Large volume water flows in wide sheets are not seen today. Some modeling can show what it might
have been like, but imagining it in your mind’s eye is difficult. Think of any of the continents as the
process took place. It began fully submerged; part of it was being rapidly raised. The process was not
smooth and the surfaces that reached new heights were forcing large areas of water to move. The
waters moved, but the land was still rising. Layers of sedimentary deposits, which were still pliable, were
bent and folded when the changes were uneven or when faults occurred. The large sheets of water
gained speed as they made their way to lower altitudes. The running water occasionally careened into
some of the raised deposited layers that were on hills or mountains. The water forcibly removed or
rounded the high ground. The sediments, minerals, rocks and debris were carried away at high speeds.
When the heavily laden sheet reached objects, it simply tore them apart. As local lands got higher and
the sheet flows diminished, the remaining flow becomes channeled. But these channels were not like
today’s typical river channels; they were huge channels between higher areas of land. These waters
would often run faster than the sheet flows. They carved the landscape with their dense mixture of rock,
sediments and debris. These were not serene waters; they were ferocious. Lands recently folded, fault
lines, or lower sections of mountains were torn apart if they were in the path of these channeled waters.
The debris became denser as the waters went faster; debris began to drop to the bottom of the flow as
the flow rates decreased upon reaching deep water along the continental margin. At the continent
edges, shelves of sediment were rapidly built by the sheet flows. Then the faster channeled flows carved
submarine canyons into the shelf. The deepest ocean would have been clouded by the activity from
both the water runoff and the volcanism that continued. [Research note: receding flood waters,
continental shelves, flood volcanism]

Dramatic Weather and Super Storms

While the flowing water shaped the newly rising lands, volcanism added heat to the oceans and huge
volumes of gases and ash to the atmosphere. The blocked sunlight had a dramatic effect. Surface
temperatures on the new continents dropped quickly. The combination of very warm oceans and cold
land masses would have triggered super storms for several centuries until the ocean temperatures
dropped. Large, repeating, and intense frontal boundaries that we do not see today would have swept
over the new continents. The amount of moisture and the intensity of the low pressure areas would
have produced conditions for high precipitation rates. Modern-day typhoons, hurricanes, and storm
patterns, by comparison, are much less intense. Their strengths are limited by the amount of heat



49

available in the ocean waters, which is much less now compared to conditions after the Flood. [Research
note: Where did all the water go?; How did the flood affect weather?]

The Record of Landscapes

Older and Newer Mountains. As the continents became drier and lands kept getting pushed up,
the highest mountain ranges we see today took shape. However, various mountains were shaped by
different forces, depending on when they were pushed up. The ranges affected by water, because they
were in lower areas as the water receded, would show rounded tops or their tops would have been
ripped off by moving water laden with debris, rock, and sediments. Mountains that rose later would still
have sedimentary layers raised with them but would not show heavy affects from flowing water, like the
sedimentary rock that is evident in many of the Himalayas and the Rocky Mountains. With this
reasoning in view, the long high chain of mountains from Canada into Mexico and the Andes along the
Western edge of South America would be ranges formed after the Eastern mountains in the US. In Asia,
the mighty Himalayas would be a late arrival compared to the lower mountains in China or the
Indochina peninsula.

Magnificent Canyons. Channelized flow would carve canyons (like the Grand Canyon in the US)
that we see today. Canyons fascinate people, and they are found in several areas of the world where
waters with debris ripped through hardening sediments. However, even hard rock would not stand in
the way of these flows. Many larger canyon walls show nearly vertical cuts that are thousands of feet
deep.

Volcanism with Excessive Lava and Ash. We have a small picture of the effects of a few
volcanoes on climate from recent history. The amount of ash and gases ejected into the atmosphere
would have been orders of magnitude above that associated with any singular volcano event in modern
history. We can only loosely estimate the effects, but from the amount of volcanic activity evident in the
geological record, there is little doubt that sunlight was heavily filtered. Ash cover would be hundreds of
feet thick in downwind regions of lines and groups of volcanoes. Average temperatures on continents
away from the warm waters would plunge because daytime heating would be reduced. Where
volcanoes were away from water, their eruptions would also show large lava flows overriding
sedimentary rock, which is a common feature still seen today in many places.

The Record of Sea Beds

From Shallow to Deep. The deepening of the sea beds and the raised land surfaces at the end of
the Flood are easier to understand when one realizes that the average depth of waters on earth would
be approximately 2.7 km if the surface were flat. While we have mountains that are relatively high, the
globe is still mostly covered by water. The seabeds are truly very deep submerged basins. As God raised
sections of earth to be inhabited after the Flood, the seabeds had to deepen to contain the water.

Ridges and Mountains in the Seas. Between major plates, like the location of the middle Atlantic
ridge or parts of the "Rim of Fire” in the Pacific, volcanism was common during and after the Flood.
Although the geologic activity in this area is very limited today, a few recent events in these regions give
some idea of the forces involved. Many island nations today owe their existence to the Flood and post-
Flood volcanism that caused some mountain heights to exceed the eventual average sea level after
conditions settled.

The Record of the Ice Age



50

Ice Sheets and Thicknesses. The Ice Age from a biblical creation worldview was a single event
that was recent. The atmosphere was full of volcanic matter that was spread globally. Sunlight reaching
the earth was reduced. Waters in the oceans were warm but the lack of sunlight over the continents
cooled the land far below the normal temperatures we see today. The storms at mid-latitudes over the
continents led to precipitation that for decades fell as snow and ice. While not all areas were affected,
large areas of North American, Northern Europe, Greenland, Antarctica, the west coast of South
America, and smaller areas on the Eurasian continent were dramatically affected. We have lines of
crushed rock and debris (called moraines) in the same regions today that are left from ice sheets
pushing forward. Scrape marks on rock caused by ice carrying debris over rock faces remain with us
today. Odd boulders in unexpected places show evidence of large pieces of the ice sheet breaking and
carrying embedded rocks in the violent water runoff. It is estimated that the ice sheets in North America
were several thousand feet thick. It would take a few hundred years for the unstable conditions to build
the sheets and permit enough time for them to melt. Inland lakes were present in several areas near the
ice sheets that are arid today.

How Long Did It Last? Since no one who was present recorded any detail, models must be used
today to estimate the effects. The variables are not simple but the warm temperature of the oceans and
the blocked sunlight due to volcanic material in the atmosphere are at the top of the list. Some
specialists conclude that after the Flood, it took 700 years before the ocean temperatures dropped far
enough, the bulk of the volcanism subsided, and the climate became more stable — resembling the
conditions that we see today. The Ice Age, from the heavy precipitation to develop the ice sheets to the
eventual recession of large ice sheets, characterized most of this period.

The Post-Flood Extinction Period

A major mystery in popular studies from an evolution or naturalistic worldview is the apparent
extinction of so many varieties of plant and animal life. Theories abound but the evidence resists any
consistent answer, especially when the uniformitarian view says that it occurred millions of years ago.
With a biblical view of creation and the preceding discussion of the Genesis Flood, however, the forces
at work on the landscape and the centuries of transient harsh conditions following the Flood paint a
picture that solves a number of mysteries. Life was harsh after the Flood compared to the conditions
before the event. Transient conditions in the oceans, the changing sea level, and the Ice Age after the
Flood produced an unstable environment for several hundred years. While creatures repopulated
quickly and spread after exiting the ark, their long-term survival was threatened. Mankind had problems
of its own with changing conditions. Cave dwellings were a safe haven during this period but were
generally not permanent settlements. In the stormy weather at mid-latitudes, the Ice Age introduced
even worse conditions that lasted several normal life times, so populations were probably forced to
change locations often. Creatures, on the other hand, were more easily trapped by rapidly changing
climactic conditions. Many species did not survive and became extinct during this post-Flood period.

Change Your Glasses and Look Again

If we grasp the truth of the Genesis Flood and give thought to the forces at work on land and sea in the
post-Flood centuries, the world will appear quite different than the pre-Flood period. Today it is
common to interpret earth features from a long, uniform process, but problems, which are rarely
mentioned, abound with this worldview. We highly recommend changing glasses—look at the
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prominent features of famous landscapes and see the evidence of the period of the Great Flood. A
review of high-altitude photographs or a plane flight is enough to realize that something dreadful
happened. Indeed, it did. The tortured sedimentary rock, large areas showing water flow effects,
plateaus that were once mountains, huge near-vertical canyons, high mountains pushed heights of
thousands of feet in short periods, coal seams of catastrophically buried vegetation, fossil graveyards
that show evidence of violent burial, remnants of volcanism from a violent age, topography affected by
giant ice fields, and dozens of other characteristics are signposts that cannot be removed: God shook
the earth; He meant what He said in Genesis and reminds us of the event in 2 Peter 3:3-7. His mercy is
just as evident in the post-Flood period because there are people on the new continents today.
However, they come from the same surviving family that grew rapidly. The next lesson speaks of the
post flood period in terms of people, and how the Flood led to the next big event at the Tower of Babel.
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 13. Post-Flood Beginnings, the Tower, and the Scattering

Overview. The post-Flood world began with one family. The earth changed; the climate changed;
people have not changed in their basic nature. While Noah was declared righteous, he was not sinless—
no one has ever been. And the seed of the same disobedience and sin that began with Adam and Eve
will continue to bear fruit in Noah’s descendants, which includes us. It does not take long for the sin
nature to corrupt any human situation. Genesis verses 9:1-11:9 are a record of the generations and key
events in the early post-Flood period, including God'’s intervention to halt the progress of extreme evil at
the Tower of Babel. This is the last recorded event, in which God does something that affects all men in
a dramatic way, until the birth of Jesus Christ. God intervenes repeatedly in human affairs between this
event and the birth of Jesus Christ, but the effects are deliberately confined to individual people,
kingdoms, and nations. It includes some physically miraculous events. This Babel event, on the other
hand, accomplishes a worldwide directive from God that does three things:

1. It constrains evil in the hearts of men by limiting their ability to coordinate their efforts.

2. It scatters men throughout the earth because they disobeyed His command to spread out

and fill it again with their offspring after the Flood.
3. It gives birth to the major types of languages that are the parent languages of those spoken
today.

As a side effect, by isolating groups of genes within populations that no longer intermarry, this
dispersion provided the conditions through which the groups we call ‘races’ became apparent. All
groups of people are now known to be extremely closely related. We all have the same basic skin color,
for instance, only different amounts of it (melanin). [Research Note: how did all the different races
arise?]

Please read Genesis 9:1-11:9. Provide a sentence that summarizes the subject matter for each of the
following sections of verses: 9:1-17; 9:18-28; 10:1-32; and 11:1-9. At the conclusion of this exercise, go
through the notes below. Answer or discuss the questions in bold.

Notes for 9:1-7.

Verse 1 is a repeated command that is listed in the previous verses. However, verse 2 is new and is
another instance of God’s directed change in the creatures that He created. Read verse 2 again. Answer
the following questions:

1. What change does God say will take place in all creatures? Note the words He uses.
Note verses 2-3 make a universal change in the food people are permitted to eat. What is it?
God compares the new diet to the first diet (prior to this point). What was the first diet?
What is forbidden as food?
God says there will be consequences for shedding man’s blood. Why does God see the taking of
human life as so important?
God repeats his primary command to multiply and increase on the earth.
What is the sign of God’s covenant with men and all living creatures that is indicated in verses
11-17? Is it still in force?

ukhwn
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Notes for 9:18-28.
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Summarize the event in a discussion.

Notes for 10:1-32

Verse 10:25 says that the earth was divided in Peleg’s day. When we say, “the whole earth will watch
this event,” we mean not the physical earth, but the people of the earth. The Hebrew word for “earth”
here is “eretz€, which just like its English equivalent can mean the physical earth, or the nations/people
of the earth. Given the context of the division of peoples at Babel, it seems obvious that the latter
meaning is intended.

The generations descended from Noah’s family multiply rapidly. Note verse 32.

Notes for 11:1-9

God knows what is in the heart of people. Another example is spoken by Jesus in John 2:23-25. The
biblical creation view includes God’s clear understanding of mankind: we need salvation; something
inside us is terribly wrong. In Genesis 11:1-9 we have another event described by God that shows the
same thing. Answer the following questions from this portion of Scripture:

1. Who had a single language with the same words?
What was the motivation of those building the tower?
What does God say that He saw when He examined the project?
What did He do?
What was God’s intention?

nvnhwn

The event points to the Master Creator’s capability to make universal changes in creation when He
deems it necessary. Why does He continue to contend with people’s evil intent? The question is worth
some thought. The answer can be found in many places, but a well-known answer is the first words of
this verse: John 3:16.

God'’s action in this scene acted as an instant encouragement to disperse. The inability to understand
each other probably caused confusion and hostility. The world would now be populated in accordance
with God’s command with divided languages as the added impetus. Unified effort to do evil at Babel was
halted.

The languages were probably assigned by God along extended family lines, and groups that had a
common language would have been more likely to stay together. So the dispersal was also along
language lines. More of the effects will be discussed in Chapter 22. [Research note: towering change]
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Part I. The Biblical Foundation
Lesson 14. A Review of Biblical Creation: Cradle and Context for the Gospel

Overview.

The biblical worldview begins with God’s record of creation in Genesis. Events in the early parts of
Genesis, as mentioned at the beginning of this study, are found throughout the Bible. It is not a human
decision or idea to make creation the cradle and context for the Good News of Jesus Christ; it is God’s
decision. If you will review these scriptures that have been read in earlier lessons, note the references to
the creation of the world, “all things,” or the universe: Hebrews 1:1-3; John 1:1-3, 10. As you know from
the lessons, something went wrong but it was not in God, it was in man. The creation was originally all
good but something in it went bad, something that happened in the heart of man.

As we used in our analogy about the Master Chef making a special dish, He started with Himself and
made everything by His command. He also made man after Himself, putting His imprint upon us. But
man chose to do wrong because he wanted to be like God but without God, and he has been choosing
to do wrong ever since. Creation and the Fall point to the need for something to be fixed in us. Christ in
the heart of man is that “fix.” Christ points to the same need in man during His eloquent talk with
Nicodemus, in which He declares in legal terms, using the term judgment or verdict, that men love
darkness. We now know where the Fall started and how bad things became, demanding God’s action
after a few generations: the Genesis Flood. The family that emerged repopulated the earth, but the
problem inside the heart of man had not changed. A few more generations led to God’s intervention
again. Something remained drastically wrong in man.

Without the context of God’s creation and what happened to man in that creation, there is no message
of salvation. There is no message of salvation from God without referring back to what happened at the
beginning, because it shows God as perfect and man as the sinner in need of help. As someone has said,
if there was no Fall into sin, what is there to be saved from?

So is it a surprise that in recent years the drive to refuse that God had anything to do with creation is
strong? If He had nothing to do with creation, He has nothing to do with men. Worse still, if creation, the
Fall, and the Flood are not real, God is the chief of liars. But the Bible indicates that another entity is the
father of lies. There is no middle ground for the informed person who must decide. God is true or He is
not true. As true, God’s view of creation and what happened is the story of man and how he needs God.

It is impossible to separate the wealth of scriptures about the beginning of the universe and God’s view
of man needing a Savior from the rest of the Bible. The biblical creation worldview demands decision:
believe what God has said or do not believe. The context of Christ’s message of salvation is the events of
creation. The Gospel is all about God’s solution to the twin problems of sin and death. Genesis history
tells us how sin and death entered the universe, and how they corrupted God’s once-perfect world. It
also shows that we cannot blame God, ultimately, for the death, disease, and suffering in the world—we
should blame sin.

In the next part of the lesson, there is no commentary. The scriptures can be understood because the
language is plain. The issue is not whether a person thinks they are true, because they are. The issue is
whether a person chooses to believe they are true and acts upon that belief.



Selected Readings Referring to Creation or Events in Genesis.

Job 38:1-7

Psalm 104:6-9

Jeremiah 32:17

Isaiah 40:28; 42:5

Matthew 24:36-38

Mark 10:5-9

Acts 17:22-28

Romans 1:20; Romans 5:12-19
1 Corinthians 15:21-23

2 Peter 3:3-7

Selected Readings on the Solution to Man’s Basic Problem.

Matthew 7:24-27; 16:24-27
John 3:16-18; 4:13-14; 6:35-40
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Part Il. The Biblical Record: The Guide for Observing the Created Universe
Lesson 15. Introduction, Controversy, and the Clash of Worldviews

Introduction.

Part Il is primarily about observing the universe around us from a biblical creation view. The concept is
simple but nearly non-existent in typical school textbooks, teacher practices, and student exercises. Part
| covers God'’s record of creation, but the Bible goes much further. God talks about details of His
creation in hundreds of Scriptures. When they are seen as a body of true information and not a myth or
simply poetic literature, one realizes that the creation, even in its fallen condition, points to the Creator.
It is an exciting prospect to discover and study things that God talks about. We will show that it is His
purpose for us to observe carefully.

For most people, however, who have been immersed in only one view of a naturalistic universe that
evolves by itself, excitement about creation that has God’s signature on it is foreign. As a result, this first
lesson in Part Il introduces the grand differences of the worldviews before going to the verses where
God speaks of His own work. This will give a person some background to see the world from a God-
point-of-view while keeping the other evolutionary or naturalistic view in mind.

God never intended the Bible to be a science textbook. Detailed treatment of subjects, equations, laws
and experiments are not part of the text. However, we are not talking about a science teacher, we are
talking about the Creator Himself, the One who made all things, including the grand ordinances of the
heavens (Job 38:33). The behavior of things, because He established the ordinances that govern the
universe, we “discover” and codify or write as scientific laws. They show some of the predictability of
the world around us; it is not a random universe with accidental consistency. As we will show, He
encourages His created people to discover this for themselves. He did not create robots; He created
inquisitive people. It does not matter if it is a working parent in a rice field or a professor in a laboratory,
He means for each one to stand back and see a universe that speaks of His attributes. In a sense, God is
on our shoulders saying, “Look at this!” He invites observation, study, and measurement.

Whether the scientist or factory worker or farmer observes what He has made and sustains, He expects
us to observe the world around us. He even has the answer for what is not good (or sin), because the
creation is suffering the consequences of those first things that Adam and Eve decided. These broken
things can be observed and studied as well, and He knows we see them. The naturalistic view of the
universe has no answer for why things go wrong because the mechanism that yields something broken
or working is the same (an undirected process or chance). It might be more helpful to know the biblical
creation view has a reason for things not working correctly. Perhaps God can be sought for a solution for
problems if we observe and study carefully!

Why the Controversy?

Because the biblical creation view has these simple truths (He made all things and what is not working is
because of the consequences of sin), controversy was immediate. It took a very short time for Adam and
Eve to say they wanted knowledge without God, or to be like Him but without Him. People have been
doing it ever since. Hence, when someone says, “Let’s look at what God has made,” this often causes a
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reaction and sometimes anger in the heart of a person who is convinced that God had nothing to do
with it. However, many younger or questioning people, who have not decided about the issue, want to
know, “Did He really do this?” We presume people studying this course have that view. By this time, you
understand the basics of biblical creation but may not as yet have discovered how often God points to
what He has created in other parts of the Bible. As we introduce some of these parts, keep the
controversy of worldviews in mind. It continues to have a large impact on people, coloring how they see
the world around them.

The Clash of Worldviews.

The clash may seem to be a religion vs. science issue but it is not. The fundamentals of both worldviews
are not particularly complex. Neither can be proven but they are used to interpret what we see and
experience. Worldviews are like that: they are systems of faith-based beliefs by which people interpret
the world around them. This statement may be bothersome in itself, because most people are taught
that the naturalistic worldview is scientific with confirmed evidence. That is not quite the case. Who was
there (18 billion years ago for the universe and about 4-5 billion years for the earth)? Who saw life first
produced from some sort of extraordinary “soup”? Where are the links to get us from cells to fish to
reptiles to apes to us? Who saw them? The conjecture of the naturalistic or evolutionary view is
believed as a conclusion: we came from nothing (ultimately) by accident, and it took a long time. In
contrast, if the Biblical record from God is believed, then we were created; all things were created; it
happened a few thousand years ago. Either worldview can be believed. Once the choice is made, the
things that are seen are interpreted accordingly.

There are good reasons why creation scientists and specialists believe that the evidence of what we see
makes much more sense with God at the foundation of it all, but if a person refuses to accept God in this
position of authority, then the evidence must be interpreted as showing that the universe came about
by itself. This is the underlying difference in the views. The next five subsections provide a summary of
the differences in the biblical creation and naturalistic views.

1. The Time Line

Worldview Universe Earth Life An End?
Naturalistic 18 billion years 4.5 billion years | 3.5-4 billion years | None in sight
Biblical About 6000 years | Day 1 Days 4-6 Yes, when Christ
Creation returns

2. The Mechanism for the Universe to Appear and Change

Naturalistic View: While this worldview is commonly used to interpret the past, the process is the same
now, so the statements that follow are stated in the present tense. The process of the evolution of the
universe and earth is ultimately chance or accident. It is a non-directed process that begins with
something simple but gets more complex on its own. The ability to self-organize or grow in complexity
without direction is the underlying principle. The process extends from non-life and eventually includes
a transition to life, which also increases in complexity on its own and can occur anywhere in the
universe. It is a corollary that natural laws that we observe today ultimately arose for no purpose, with
no design or thought behind them. New things can continue to arise in this directionless fashion.
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Biblical Creation View: Eternal God commanded the universe into existence; time, matter, and energy
were created at His command and organized and spread out at His command. At the end of the six day
creation period, God said creation was complete. That does not mean that creatures cannot vary in a
dynamic world, but it does mean that He created a fully functioning world of interacting living things,
and living things were created according to “kinds.” Man is the focus of creation, having been created in
God’s image and for a special purpose. Our home Earth is the special platform of created life. Life was a
separate creation on this platform; it did not arise from non-life.

3. The Mechanism for Life to Appear and Change

Naturalistic View: Only existing laws and processes (which exist for no reason) can be appealed to, with
no outside guidance. How life, with its programmed machinery, arose is still a mystery, but it must
ultimately have happened by itself. So the information required for the first reproduction of life must
have arisen randomly. Once there is reproduction, mutation and natural selection can operate.
Mutations (genetic copying mistakes that happen by chance) are supposed to have generated the new
information that is required to increase complexity at every step from microbes to people. Natural
selection (the fact that hereditary information that favors having more offspring is more likely to be
passed to the next generation, thus causing organisms to become more adapted to their environment) is
supposed to build complexity by favoring “useful” accidental mutations and eliminating the rest.
[Research note: natural selection and then mutation.) This description can apply to other parts of the
universe as well, since the process can start anywhere.

Biblical Creation View: God created all things with inherent levels of complexity from the start. The
universe has laws that He put in place; He remains a sustaining power for what exists. Non-life remains
non-life but shows organization and variety by His design; life is created complex and has a wide variety
but also a capacity to vary. However, the varieties that can arise (even to the extent of new species) stay
within kinds. Living things do not become other living things except within kinds; speciation can occur
within kinds. Complex information is designed and embedded in life. Life does not progress in the sense
of becoming more complex; the consequences of separation from the Creator (sin) cause evil and death;
there is a downhill direction in life as harmful mutations accumulate.

4. Where Humanity Is Going

Naturalistic View: People may adopt morals and rules to progress or get better, but without any reason
or basis to them. There is no purpose or direction in the larger scheme of an accidental universe with
accidental life. Good and evil have no meaning beyond the temporary definition that people might
assign. If things get better on their own, including people, it is because they survive as the fittest life.
Concepts of good or bad are subject to change and have no true basis in a universe of chance and
accident. The definition can change. Death of any life is final. There is nothing beyond death.

Biblical Creation View: Man is responsible for his actions. His actions in relation to God are at the core
of the matter. There are definite values of good and evil that stem from God’s information for us and His
imprint on us. Life has direction and decisions have eternal consequences. Death is the enemy on earth;
it was not originally intended. Believers in God will live after physical death and be with God. Non-
believers will experience a second death by the hands of the Creator, as they did not believe on Him
who alone can atone for our sin (John 3:18).
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5. Differences in the Order of Appearance

The following table is extracted from The Creation Answers Book (D. Batten, ed.). Note: all chapters of
the book are available as free “pdf” downloads from creation.com. The table shows a summary of some
of the major contradictions between the Biblical account of creation and the naturalistic/evolutionary
view in terms of their order of appearance. (Read Genesis 1 if you need to review the biblical sequence.)

Biblical account of Creation Evolution/long-age speculation

Earth before sun and stars Stars and sun before earth

Earth covered in water initially Earth a molten glob originally

Oceans first, then dry land Dry land, then the oceans

Life created first on the land Life started in the oceans

Plants created before the sun Plants came long after the sun

Fish and birds created together Fish formed long before birds

Land animals created after birds Land animals before whales

Man and dinosaurs live together Dinosaurs died long before man appeared

A Look Ahead at Lessons 16-21.

We now want to look at scriptures outside of Genesis where God provides additional detail relevant to
the biblical view of creation. In some cases the God is speaking in the “first” person; in other cases the
author is someone God uses to say something that is subsequently recorded, but this does not make it
any less inspired since it is part of the Bible. “Inspired” does not mean everything written shows
righteousness; God used much of the Scripture to show and illustrate unrighteousness or things and
behavior that are contrary to His nature. This is illustrated in the study, for instance, where God provides
a description of the Fall as well as the people and the culture of the age before the Flood destroyed all
living creatures (except those on the ark). The manner of speech in the Scripture also greatly varies.
Some passages are eloquent and poetic; some are parts of exclamations of praise and worship; some
are delivered as a matter of fact; and some are parts of parables. In short, God talks about His own
creation to express Himself, point to Himself, teach lessons, and cause man to consider things He wants
to communicate.

The major topics in the lessons are not treated exhaustively. Scriptures have been selected because they
are well known or their content is especially interesting. In many cases, topics in the actual scriptures
overlap. For instance, “heaven and earth” are often linked in a verse where God is attributed as the
Creator of both. Notes on the scriptures are provided by the author of this study, but the author is
fallible while the scriptures are not. When scriptures are listed, they are listed for people to find and
discuss for themselves.

The topics for the lessons are as follows:

Lesson 16 The Heavens

Lesson 17 The Earth and Seas

Lesson 18 The Atmosphere and Weather
Lesson 19 Living Things

Lesson 20 People

Lesson 21 Miracles and God in Real Events
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Part Il. Biblical Record: The Guide for Observing the Created Universe
Lesson 16. Observing Creation from a Biblical View: The Heavens

Overview. The heavens for this lesson will be defined as anything outside earth’s atmosphere,
although the atmosphere is actually included in a biblical definition of the heavens and the atmosphere
affects what we see beyond it. The heavens, when mentioned in Scripture, are one place where God
puts an emphasis by indicating that they declare His glory (Psalm 19:1). It is a statement of fact from His
authority. He considers different aspects of creation with different emphases. While this may seem odd,
God is not quiet about pointing to specific things and saying, “consider” or “look”. He will also render an
assessment about many subjects. The heavens receive this kind of attention in several places in the
Bible. No optics (e.g. telescopes) existed in ancient days, so the observation of the heavens was by eyes
alone but the truths still hold today with advanced optics and other imaging techniques (for example,
radio telescopes). The Lord knew this, because He saw our day before it was (Psalm 139:16, John 17:24).

Selected Scriptures.

Please read and discuss the verses that are listed below. An explanatory note follows each one. The
guidance that was used in early lessons still applies: the Scriptures speak for themselves in plain
language. Where they touch on subjects, they are the authority from which we begin and from which
other disciplines should be interpreted if we take the biblical creation view as fundamental.

Psalm 19:1-4 is probably the most well-known Bible passage about the heavens, and the verses indicate
that they speak without words. The message of the heavens is universal to anyone: they point to God’s
handiwork and His glory. Modern discoveries confirm more of their extent, beauty, size, and
characteristics. Because Scripture states that the heavens point to the Creator so clearly, it is also not a
surprise that the heavens have become a way for people who do not believe God to shout the opposite
message: they happened by themselves; they are still being created; they hold alien life forms; they
“prove” evolution. None of these are true. Creation scientists in astrophysics have provided good and
adequate reason to believe the Scripture, but their voices are often lost in the noise of the naturalistic
view.

Psalm 147:4 and Isaiah 40:26 say exactly the same thing. Man does name stars, but they have already
been named—every one of them. The surrounding verses of both texts are powerful. Psalm 147:4 is
preceded by a statement that God heals the broken hearted and binds up their wounds. If the “star”
statement is not true (which it is), then neither is the statement about His capability to look after us. In
Isaiah the surrounding verses speak of God’s unchallengeable authority. With respect to the stars,
whose estimated number is beyond comprehension, He says that not ONE is missing.

Isaiah 42:5, 45:12; Jeremiah 31:35; and Job 38:31-32 are all in the first person; God is speaking with
emphasis in each case. In the first two, the prophets knew God’s rules: speak accurately or be faced with
death. In the latter case in Job, God speaks directly, and the statement is recorded for our benefit. There
is no mistaking the plain words: God created all the heavens; they show His attributes and power; they
are placed as He saw fit. This part of the creation, down to the last star, was not random or without
deliberate creative action.

Psalm 104:2 and Isaiah 45:12 and 51:13 speak of an action by God in specific terms: He stretched out
the heavens. There is an issue regarding how we are able to see objects at large distances from us, and
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the time that implies. (The naturalistic view also has a similar light travel-time problem, though it does
not involve things we see.) [Research note: horizon problem.] Creation scientists have at least two
theories with merit that involve the law of general relativity. It is a fascinating subject to consider. Their
theories obey the scripture limits: a recent creation and the region of earth near the center of the
universe. They involve God stretching out the heavens as these verses indicate. Regardless of the
theories, it is clear that He made the heavenly bodies so we can see and study them. [Research note:
general relativity.]

Job 38:12 and 19-21, and Psalm 74:16 speak of light and darkness or day and night. The same things are
the subject of God’s attention on the first and fourth days of creation. Much attention is given in the
scripture to the conditions of darkness and light in a spiritual sense, but the reference point is biblical
creation.

Deuteronomy 4:19, Nehemiah 9:6, Job 31:26-28, and Psalm 148:3 are clear about worshipping the
Creator but not the created things. There is still a tendency, since man has not changed, to worship the
wrong thing. The heavens point to God; they are not God.

Job 9:8-9 and Amos 5:8 name constellations in general or particular. The celestial sphere, in other
words, is well known by its Creator. Pleiades and Orion are mentioned specifically; He has made them
viewable by most of the earth’s population during nearly half of every year.

Encouragement to Observe.

The context of most of the verses about the heavens draws attention to their greatness, which in turn
refers to the greatness of God. It is a logical conclusion as well as an encouragement from the book of
Job to pay attention, observe, and study creation. God used creation in His intense talk with Job, who
had momentarily forgotten the greatness of His God. The heavens are part of the subject God
addresses. They are full of magnificence. The findings from the last 50 years have only accentuated this
conclusion.

Understand, however, that most people who search the heavens do so because they are trying to find a
clue to origins. For someone who understands the biblical creation worldview, however, this motivation
makes no sense; the origin of things is known from Genesis. Does this take away from passion to
discover? Absolutely not! The passion to discover is only increased for the believer, because God wants
the universe studied. It shows His attributes!

A biblical view of the heavens can help direct observation in meaningful directions. One need not look
for aliens in outer space, which is from an evolutionary worldview. They will not be found. [Research
note: what about aliens?] One need not look for processes, which do not exist, for space or any of its
contents to be continuously created. Creation stopped at the end of the sixth day of creation. One need
not look for life’s origins in the solar system, or spend years guessing how particles in thin space could
self-evolve into solid bodies and produce our solar system. You already know that, after the earth was
already created, God produced the rest of the solar system on the fourth day of creation along with the
stars. But to measure and study the varieties of features of planets, stars, galaxies, nebulae, and other
objects can be fascinating. The information obtained in the last few decades is just the beginning of
what can be done. There is so much more to be studied, measured, and analyzed. God would be pleased
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to find people doing this, because the findings always point to His qualities: His power and His
magnificence.

One does not have to be a specialist to observe the heavens. Ministries exist that encourage people to
use their eyes, small binoculars, or little telescopes (if they are available) to see the heavens. Children
can be taught to record what they see. The wonder of the heavens was never intended to be locked in
the chambers of only highly trained specialists. Even for a child, it only takes walking out to see the night
sky and learning a few disciplined habits of observation to enjoy what He has created and fully intended
for us to appreciate. Why not discover some of the greatness of our Creator’s work?

Philippians 4:8

Note: A practical observing course for observing the heavens that uses a biblical creation worldview is
available without charge from the author of this study. Astronomical Observing from a Biblical View
(AOBV) is currently available on the CHRISTWORKS MINISTRIES web site or by contacting the author of
this study. It teaches observing disciplines that involve seeing, observing, and interpreting what is
observed. Tools for the course are kept simple to enable students and teachers with limited assets to
learn the disciplines.
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Part Il. Biblical Record: The Guide for Observing the Created Universe
Lesson 17. Observing Creation from a Biblical View: The Earth and the Seas

Overview.

While the evolutionary worldview has relegated earth to an accident in the universe, God speaks of the
earth in totally different terms: it was made to be inhabited (Isaiah 45:18). There is no other body in the
universe that has the same purpose. It was round from the beginning (Isaiah 40:22) and characterized
by water from the beginning (Genesis 1:1-10, 2 Peter 3:5). As we saw in earlier lessons, the earth was
formed to house living things, our life support system. The Genesis Flood radically changed the
topography of the earth (lesson 11 and 12). As a result, we have new seas and earth/continent features
that did not exist in the original plan. The study of present-day earth and seas, as a result, is a vast
subject that embraces both current conditions and historical evidence of the flood catastrophe.

There are many post-Flood references to the earth, the seas, or features in both. As in the case of the
heavens, God makes them a point in His conversation with Job, presuming that Job had observed them
carefully and appreciated the handiwork of his God. There are other references, too, that are the subject
of verses in the first books, Psalms and the Prophets. There is a general sense to them: the earth and the
seas were specially created by God.

Selected Scriptures

1 Chronicles 16:30-32. These three verses are in the midst of a declaration of worship and praise. There
are other scriptures that show the same pattern, where there is a call to recognize God and the created
things He has made. This particular one includes both the earth and the seas. Just a few books later in
Nehemiah 9:6 is a similar account.

Job 9:1-10. This section of Scripture records the power of God to both make and change the earth and
the seas. It is significant because it is a testimony of Job in the midst of incredible suffering. There is,
nonetheless, an acknowledgement that God created, sustains, and adjusts as required the earth and the
seas in verses 5, 6, and 8. Job 12:15 is similar but only references precipitation.

Job 28:1-23. There is a mistaken notion that ancient people had not developed technologies or any
sophistication. The study of Genesis 4:21-22 states otherwise, and so does Job 28:1-11, where details of
mining for minerals and valuable substances are repeatedly referenced. The context, again in the midst
of Job’s suffering, is that wisdom cannot be found with man’s effort; only God knows the way to it (verse
23). As valuable as the earth’s substances can be, which mankind knew about near the beginning, they
do not compare to the Maker of them. There is an unwritten statement here: the earth holds
substances of value, and they are pursued, but we forget they were created by God. They are not
accidents of geology; many were created. Many others were formed at the time of the Flood, when the
earth’s crust was overturned and the combination of earth and sea forces caused many geologic
wonders to be made in a short time.

Job 38:8-11, 18. Job 36-41 contain Elihu’s and God’s personal response to Job’s dilemma. These
chapters have some of the most eloquent passages that speak of God’s wonders in the heavens, earth,
seas, weather, and living things. We will come back to several passages in the lessons. The verses that
are noted refer to the earth and the seas. They are in the first person; God speaks clearly—using His
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own created earth and seas to make a point. If he can question Job and make a point with His creation,
knowing that we see the same earth and seas around us, then we have His permission to search them
out, measure, and study them. They have His signature upon them.

Psalm 8:8, 104:25-26. Psalm 8 addresses the seas and “paths” in the seas (large ocean currents). Psalm
104 is as notable as portions of the book of Job with respect to earth and its created features. Both
Psalms poetically but accurately speak of God’s works of creation on earth, the seas, and the heavens.
These particular verses speak of the earth and seas, but they are much fuller in expression if they are
read in their entirety.

Proverbs 8:22-33. Earth, waters, and other created features are mentioned in this famous section of
Proverbs. Some call it the “personification of wisdom” but the description is too limiting. When matched
with the first verses of John and Hebrews, the chapter is about Jesus Christ, and then what He does as
the Creator and what His attitude is toward mankind. This portion of Scripture is well worth reading
slowly. The earth and what is on it are special to God.

Isaiah 45:18-19. Several portions of Isaiah are notable with respect to creation. This one speaks of the
earth, but its general context means everything on the earth (including the water that is so important to
us). The sentiment is familiar: God not only says He did it, He did not do it in secret.

Encouragement to Observe.

The earth is specially designed. Using the scriptures above and the admonitions of God in Job, it should
be plain that God wants us to observe the earth. It is a created thing, so it is not to be worshipped or
given special status relative to God or even human life, but it is certainly meant to be studied,
understood, overseen with wisdom, and appreciated. Even with the effects of the Fall, its attributes are
amazing. The more we discover the characteristics of other planets, the more we appreciate God'’s truth
of the matter: this planet was made to be inhabited from the beginning.

It is true that sinful actions by people have changed some things on the earth. For the gain of wealth or
power, many resources of the earth and seas are being wasted or destroyed. This is part of the effects of
the Fall and points directly to man. However, it means we can observe, discover and understand what
has happened, and perhaps solve some of these issues. Children and adults are meant to observe the
earth and the seas around them, even if the details show that something is wrong or broken.

Children are born discoverers. Most adults have not changed that much; most also enjoy discovery and
are curious. There are mountains of things awaiting discovery. There are many professions that deal
with the earth and the seas, but each part of creation also has issues and problems that need to be
addressed. There is a need for people to step up and go further. However, anyone can begin to discover
what is nearest to him or her. Parents can remember to show children things on the earth. Young
people around the world love rocks, soil, seas, streams, and exploration of things they have not seen
before. God knows what we are like; we are curious to discover things. If we appreciate the Creator, it
can make a difference to our attitude of observing things around us on the earth and in the seas.



65

Part Il. Biblical Record: The Guide for Observing the Created Universe
Lesson 18. Observing Creation from a Biblical View: The Atmosphere and
Weather

Overview.

The atmosphere and weather receive more attention in the Bible than any other non-living part of
creation. The verses that address sunrises, sunsets, snow, hail, rain, ice, clouds and winds can be found
in dozens of places. These topics are included in notable sections of scripture that have been previously
mentioned, such as Psalm 104 and Job 38-41. Today in many parts of the world the weather is a very
popular topic, but the direction of the discussions is consistent with the dominant naturalistic view,
where God is viewed as having nothing to do with its characteristics and activity.

We see the complexity of weather more today than ever because of advances in observation techniques
and modeling, but the state of the art does not touch the depth of the subject as God knows it. All of
this weather occurs within an extremely narrow band of atmosphere. If you drew a circle the size of a
typical breakfast bowl on a piece of paper, the pencil mark relative to the circle is about as thick as this
band where atmosphere exists, and only in the bottom few kilometers do most weather events occur.
This speaks to an incredible balance of forces, the water cycle’s process on a spinning globe, and the
interaction of the sun’s energy—all direct results of a finely tuned creation. But the Bible goes further
into its effects on us.

If extremes are experienced—either positive or negative as supposed by the local population—the
thought of returning to God or praying or giving thanks to Him is not part of everyday vocabulary. So is
weather entirely natural and without the hand of God, or should our approach to the subject be
different? We will examine the scriptures concerning the topic.

Make note of one scripture here: Matthew 16:1-4. People spoke with authority and pride that they
could interpret the sky in terms of weather, but Jesus explained there was a problem. He said they
believed they could interpret the sky but failed to interpret the true signs of the times. The passage
remains pertinent today because we often fail to see His hand at work. This is also true for weather,
because, in general, God speaks of it as a phenomenon that receives His attention—far beyond the first
days of creation when the atmosphere was given its characteristics.

Selected Scriptures. Following each reference is a listing of a few key words and sometimes a note.

Deuteronomy 11:10-11, 13-15 (rain, harvest, God’s awareness)

Job 36:24-33 (water, rain, clouds, showers, thunder, lightning)
Note verse 31, where Elihu states that the weather is a manner in which He governs the nations.

Job 37:3, 6-7, 11-18 (lightning, snow, rain shower, downpour, tempest, cold, winds, ice, clouds, water)
Note for the chapter: this repeats the same theme but with more detail than chapter 36. Verse
12 cites (by inspiration) the swirling winds over the earth, but the statement was made before
anyone knew the globe’s general characteristics. Verse 13 may be an uncomfortable truth, but it
is clearly stated: God on occasion uses weather for correction and to show love.

Job 37:21-22 (wind, sun, skies)
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This is a poetic description of a cold-front passage on the earth. Any mid-latitude resident can
watch the interesting changes that occur when a cold-front passage occurs; where the low-
pressure region passes, the winds change direction, and the sky is swept clean. It is an occasion
to see beautiful conditions that last only a short time (from hours to a day or so).

Job 38:22-30 (snow, hail, lightning, torrents, rain, thunderstorm, dew, ice)
Note: This chapter begins with God speaking in first person to Job. Nearly half of the verses are
connected to weather. God is true; there can be no lie, or He would be practicing deception. He
explains details of weather and part of its purposes (see verse 23). He states that He
understands the path of thunderstorms (verse 25) and is fully aware of watering lands where no
man dwells (verse 27).

Job 38:34-38 (clouds, water, lightning, dust)
Note: After addressing things in the heavens in the form of rhetorical questions to Job, God
returns to the weather. In the middle of this section, God appears to switch to another subject:
wisdom. He questions Job about whether he can endow the heart with wisdom or give it
understanding. This change of subject may seem out of place, but God who created, monitors,
and uses weather not only has eternal wisdom but expresses it in part through these actions.

Psalm 65:9-13 (care, water, showers)
This is obviously poetic but also factual. God is thanked and acknowledged for His watering the
earth, which makes it abundant with respect to crops and grasslands.

Psalm 104:10-18 (streams, water)
This Psalm speaks of the results of a watered land. It mentions streams, but their continuous
flow that is required for land to yield its abundance is dependent on the rain or water cycle to
maintain the springs. Any seasonal scarcity of rain makes a severe problem. Again, the section is
poetic but true: God is to be praised because He is the source of water that feeds the land.

Isaiah 40:12; 44:3-4, 27 (waters, streams)
The prophet Isaiah, speaking God’s words, makes frequent reference to God’s ability to bring
blessing or drought in a people. He does this by referring to examples of rain and water
supplying or being withheld from the land. If these things were not under His control, this would
be lying. God is not the Author of lies or deception. The use of water in God’s hand with His
authority had direct relationship to His abilities to bless a people or place.

Amos 4:6-8 (rain, water, drink)
All of Amos 4 is worth a careful reading as God explains His efforts to get a people’s attention.
He does this by giving or withholding rain in these verses; other verses refer to different actions.
No inference need be made because God is plain: He uses complex circumstances involving
natural things (in these particular verses) in a local area to get people’s attention. The detail is
fascinating: one town gets water but the next one does not; one field has water but an adjacent
one does not. This seems completely foreign today, but this is because God is relegated to myth
rather than being the Grand Overseer and Controller of circumstances—especially those caused
by weather. God has not changed.

Encouragement to Observe.

Weather has been observed for centuries. Done correctly, it is a discipline. A person must be trained to
be a good observer. Anyone, however, can begin. In the hands of someone who recognizes God’s hand
in creation, it is a powerful encouragement, since the details of weather changes and conditions can be
fascinating. The Lord uses the subject extensively in His conversation with Job. As we have said in
previous lessons, God’s questions to Job are meant to get his attention, to cause him to understand. We



67

can have the same privilege to see His hand at work as we observe what happens, whether it be
temperature, humidity, clouds, precipitation, flood, drought, front passages, or dozens of other
weather- related phenomena. Good observers of weather with a proper understanding of God can be of
great benefit among men, because God can cause those observers to be ready, to prepare, to help their
neighbor, to call people to pray, to give thanks for good weather, and in all circumstances to recognize
the One who made the atmosphere and its characteristics.

One note about Job and weather: God takes the time to speak of weather and climate in a Fallen world.
It was not a perfect time. The flood had already occurred; the Fall had already occurred. The land is not
so willing to give up its produce without a lot of work. The weather was not as kind or “good” as it was
in the beginning. Yet, God speaks of its current conditions for Job’s and our benefit, because we have
the same weather characteristics that Job had. This is ample reason to observe the weather within a
larger context: the Hand of God at work in our environment, which suffers the consequences of sin. Not
every day is pretty and perfect, but God has not relinquished His position of involved Overseer, which is
confirmed by His hand in the weather.
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Part Il. Biblical Record: The Guide for Observing the Created Universe
Lesson 19. Observing Creation from a Biblical View: Living Things

Overview.

Like other facets of God’s creation, living things show the handiwork of God. The smallest children begin
to observe them. Living things are the subject of numerous disciplines and professions. However, at the
foundation of any activity is observing. Observing from a biblical creation point of view makes a
difference, because the purpose, diversity, even speciation of kinds speaks of God’s handiwork.

The consequences of the Fall and the Genesis Flood also affect what we see and what is happening
among living things. This perspective is unique. Although the “kinds” are not accidents and continue
within their “kinds,” other things are not going right. Extinctions or overruns of species are frequent. The
imbalances cause problems that are not “good,” which was God’s pronouncement of His creation before
the Fall. Imbalances are frequently too complex to fully understand. With all this occurring, we rely on
living things as a primary food source in addition to vegetation, so managing some living things is
essential.

Vegetation, as a reminder, while it is “alive” in a biological sense, is not considered as one of the “living
creatures” (nephesh chayyah) in a biblical framewaork. At the beginning as described in Genesis,
vegetation was the primary food source and also beautiful. It does not, however, have the “breath of
life” that the Bible’s “living creatures” have.

Other observable changes among living things are evident from the consequences of the Fall and the
Genesis Flood. Animals have an innate fear and dread of man; death and predatory practices are
common but did not exist at the beginning. (While there is a lot of media attention to these practices
that are usually portrayed as “natural,” they were not present before the Fall.)

Some “kinds” and various species within “kinds” are also missing today. We know this from the fossil
record from period of the Flood. A large extinction event probably occurred after the Flood, when the
atmosphere and surface of the earth took several hundred years to stabilize. Small but growing and
moving populations of many living things were under severe duress during this period, which included
the Ice Age. Some did not survive.

Nevertheless, there is so much to observe today among living things that remain. Without observation,
learning about them is severely hindered and our ability properly govern what we have is incomplete. If
living things are not observed from a biblical creation perspective, however, then priorities and
motivations to oversee them can easily be misplaced or be outright mistaken. Everything begins with
what we see (observing) and from what perspective we see it.

The Scripture does not leave us with a description of living things that is limited to Genesis. We have
many examples of living things embedded in Job and Psalms. The descriptions of particular living things
in Job are among two kinds that are extinct, but they are also very detailed. We will be reading two of
these. Regardless of the living thing being discussed, all of them point to His great ability and power. The
portions of Scripture to read are longer in this section but they are well worth a careful review.

Selected Scriptures.
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Job 12:7-10. Although Job laments the success of those not in a bed of suffering as he is, he makes note
that living creatures teach us: their life and breath comes from God.

Job 38 to 40 General Comment. These three chapters, which we have examined in part in previous
lessons, have a wealth of comment about living things that comes directly from God in “first person”
speech. Part of God’s argument with Job uses examples of living things. Note that God'’s treatment of His
creation shows a variety of descriptive terms that are delivered with feeling and emphasis. God is
obviously not a dry uninterested specialist. He is not an innocuous impersonal god. Rather, He is our
lively Personal God describing His creation to make a point. And, the book is preserved so that we get
the same points: we are surrounded with things He has created; they speak of Him in terms of His care,
detail, oversight, power, and majesty. We are unable to understand or consider creating this array of
living creatures; we are created beings ourselves. The descriptions are an antithesis to the popular
evolutionary view of living things.

Job 38:39-41. He provides food for the lioness and ravens.

Job 39:1-4. He states awareness of mountain goat birth, including counting months until birth occurs.
Job 39:5-8. The wild donkey’s personality and homestead are of God’s making.

Job 39:9-12. Characteristics and behavior of the wild ox are described. [Research note: unicorn is used in
the King James translation.]

Job 39:13-18. The ostrich is described. It includes a description of his created lack of sense.

Job 39:19-25. The horse is described in powerful terms by God, who designed him with specific traits.
Job 39:26-30. The hawk and eagle are described.

Job 40:15-24. The behemoth is described as the largest grass eater on land, with a tail like a cedar tree.
This seems to only fit one of the very large dinosaur types, now extinct. God makes the point that He
created this creature along with us, so it is clearly understood that man was created at the time and
with the same Author at work. In this case, God says in a very personal challenging way: “Look...” at this
creature, then describes what to look at. [Research note: what about dinosaurs?]

Job 41: all. God ends His “argument” or case by having a complete recorded set of verses on the
leviathan. This creature is also clearly unlike anything around today. The description could fit the extinct
Sarcosuchus, a super-large marine crocodile that would have left marks in the mud as described here,
and had massive body armor in the form of huge interjoined scales (verses 15-17). The text indicates
that it and the behemoth were still around for Job to observe. This creature is truly amazing. God
provides considerable detail, and does so with poetic flair but with completely accurate adjectives that
speak of the creature’s outstanding or notable features. It is this closing description of this creature that
brings Job to reply directly to the Lord and to repent. [Research note: behemoth and then leviathan.
Ensure that you have discovered how it is possible for organisms to generate heat-producing chemical
reactions.]

Psalm 104:10-14, 17-18, 20-22, 24-29. The psalm records the praiseworthy creation of earth that is the
home for living creatures that rely on food and water sources that are provided by God. Donkeys, birds,
cattle, mountain goats and sea creatures are mentioned in particular.

Psalms 147:9, 148:7-10. Both psalms are in the context of praise that is due to God because of His
provision for created life. Cattle, ravens, sea creatures, small creatures and birds are mentioned in
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particular. [Research note: consider that in a post-Fall world, God is given glory for providing even the
prey of animals that are now meat-eaters, like lions. See How did bad things come about?]

Encouragement to Observe.

There is strong reason to consider observing living creatures from a biblical view. Nearly all media
portrays living things as a result of evolutionary development and states factual sounding comparisons
between human and animal behavior, because we supposedly came from the same source. This facet of
programming is so thorough that children and adults grow up with this understanding. Nothing is much
further from biblical creation truth. Living things were created; they are meant to be observed because
they show God'’s handiwork. They are not, however, on the same plane as man and never will be. Many
animals are also food sources as ordered by God after the Genesis flood (Genesis 9:3).

Predatory behaviors and animal mistreatment (from natural or manmade conditions) can be observed
as well, but they are part of the consequences of sin in a fallen world. They are not natural any more
than death is natural. As a result, observing from a biblical view can teach the observer about God'’s
variety and manifold greatness as well as a world affected by sin and death.

Observing from a biblical view also shows the extent of God'’s variety, whether the subjects be in the sea
or on land. The colors, textures, anatomy, behavior, and habitat are all there for observation and study.
When children get older, the studies can be more serious, because so many animals are in habitats that
are interdependent but are also some of our food sources. Problems and issues abound. Harvesting
technologies and practices need attention. The list of things to observe and study is endless. It starts
with children being taught to see from a right perspective. As people gain ability to write and record
observations, then disciplined habits of measuring, studying and analyzing can be developed. These are
not just for a specialist; it is for people who are around living things or live in the same habitat. The
biblical perspective helps and encourages proper oversight and governing, whether the area of concern
is a backyard, a farm, a park, the seas, or the wild.
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Part Il. Biblical Record: The Guide for Observing the Created Universe
Lesson 20. Observing Creation from a Biblical View: People

Overview.

Many books and professions deal with people and their behavior. Most have long since abandoned a
biblical creation view of man. The ramifications go far and wide as the place of man is lowered in status
and animals are elevated (because we are considered to be advanced animals rather than uniquely
created). Plant life becomes part of the same non-biblical view; plants are supposed to have descended
from the same original ancestor as all other life. The resulting value system, which is dependent on
man’s naturalistic or evolutionary interpretation, is detrimental as opposed to that derived from the
biblical framework. While many practices in technical disciplines are sound, the naturalistic view of the
universe creeps in and distorts issues compared to a biblical view of creation. Things that should be
important to man become unimportant; things that are unimportant get elevated. The things that he
should do he does not. The things that he should not do he does.

Does the biblical view of creation in Genesis get carried into other parts of the Bible so we can observe
people with a little more information that relates to Genesis issues? The answer is a resounding “Yes!”
There are too many references since much of the Bible addresses man’s behavior. For this lesson,
however, we will only cover a few examples.

The Biblical Creation View of Man.

Let us briefly summarize the biblical creation view of man:

1. Manis created in the image of God from the beginning. He walks with God. God forms a helper,
woman, and they are married. Everything God creates is “good.” (Genesis 1 and 2)

2. Man and woman sin by seeking knowledge of good and evil apart from God. The consequence is
the entry of death and suffering. The institution of marriage stands firm, but it is marred by sin.
Childbirth is harder. (Genesis 3)

3. Although creation is totally “good” at first, it is corrupted as a consequence of sin. Changes in
some parts of creation make it difficult for man to work. Death becomes a regular part of life for
living things. Evil in the heart of man increases further to the point that God intervenes. He
judges the earth with a worldwide Flood to kill all living things except one family and
representative “kinds” of living things. Man and creatures repopulate the earth, but man’s sin
grows again. God intervenes by introducing new languages so common words for understanding
are now confused. Mankind scatters. (Genesis 3-11)

4. Lesson 14 summarizes the condition of man and relates it to God’s solution:

a. Man stays bent away from God. This cannot be fixed without a change in heart.
b. All seek their own way unless a change takes place. The Creator God, in the form of
Jesus Christ, is the solution for those who choose to believe.

So how do we relate the biblical creation worldview to observing people around us, and whether they
lean toward or away from God? We have seen in previous lessons how God refers to other parts of His
creation but His primary focus is us. So it is not a surprise that a large part of the Bible deals with our
predicaments and how we act in situations. His purpose remains steadfast: He points us to Himself.
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Selected Scriptures.

Proverbs 8:34-36. Please read and discuss this scripture. Make notes on the two directions for living that
are noted.

Proverbs 8 is linked to Genesis because God describes creation and His attitude toward mankind in
verses 22-31. At the conclusion of this description is an admonition to listen and not neglect instruction.
Verses 34-36 are given in first person. God is talking. He says that a person who listens to Him whenever
He speaks will be blessed. This person finds favor or acceptance from God. He also describes a person
who fails to find Him. That person injures himself and loves death. Two paths are shown with entirely
different lives: one with the favor of God and one with self-inflicted injury to the soul. The two paths are
seen in Genesis: Noah’s righteousness and the population that had become so corrupt. You can see this
near the beginning with the life of Cain, who let sin master his soul and killed his brother Abel—even
after a direct exhortation from God, but Cain would not listen. A direction toward God yields favor from
God; a direction away yields injury to oneself.

Matthew 19:16-30. Please read the story and summarize the statements of both the rich young ruler
and Jesus.

This portion of scripture is about a rich young ruler who comes to visit Jesus. The link to Genesis centers
on the word “good” that the young man uses. He has in his mind to determine what good thing must be
done to make sure he can inherit eternal life. He asks Jesus to identify that “good” thing he must do.
Jesus replies with a penetrating statement: there is none “good” but God. It is the same sense of “good”
that God uses in Genesis before the Fall of man. The young ruler was operating with the same standard
by which Adam and Eve operated when they disobeyed God a little later. They chose to find the
knowledge of good and evil on their own without God. This man had done the same thing, and did not
understand that only God was good. The man did not give up. He wanted to know more, so he declared
what right things he had kept and wanted to know what else to do, rather than really understand Who
he needed to know. Jesus gets to the heart of the matter because He knows the man had built up his
own sense of goodness. In this case, it was through wealth. So God said sell it and follow Him. The man
went away sad. He chose not to follow God but to follow his own idea of good. He was not willing to
lean toward God, so he injured himself.

Isaiah 53:6 and John 3:19-21 explain this tendency that we can observe in man: he wants his own way
rather than God’s way. Man wants to define what is right or wrong rather than choose to believe God’s
counsel. Acts 17:24-31 speaks of God as Creator but also speaks of man’s choice: choose Him, which
means turn away from a way that is not God’s. So when you observe people from a biblical creation
point of view, look for which way they lean (toward God or away) or who they have chosen to follow
(God or their own way). The Scripture has much more to say about it, but this summary is enough to
guide your observation and help you determine whether other people have made a choice in their lives.

Encouragement to Observe.

So what do you see when you observe people around you? What do they say and do? What
relationships do they establish and conduct do they have? Does it appear like they lean toward God or
away? Are they in charge of everything they do by their own rules for what is good and acceptable, or
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do they put God in charge of what they do? How do they spend their time and money? What are their
dreams? What are they chasing after? All of these questions can be considered as you observe people
with a biblical creation worldview in mind. The two examples from Scripture that are outside of Genesis
but relate to Genesis principles give you some hints of what to look for. People are social. They usually
like relating to each other. This yields many opportunities to see what people are like, what captivates
their interests, and what motivates them.

At the beginning God says what happened is very important. He gave man the capability at the
beginning to communicate, make decisions and decide whether to walk with Him or not. Very few did. Is
it different today? Every person has the same choices that were available to Adam and Eve, the young
son (for whom Proverbs was first written), or the rich young ruler (the story in Matthew 19). How
people respond to similar situations can show how they see the world around them—whether God is a
part of their lives and thinking or not.

If people think that they are only advanced animals and that all behavior is a function of environmental
and physiological forces beyond their entire control, then answers will be entirely different. This stems
from a naturalistic view, where God has no part of life or the universe and we are the product of an
accidental and undirected process. The conclusion for people with this belief: they are in charge of their
own future by their own rules.

Observe carefully and learn. Then choose wisely how you live.
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Part Il. Biblical Record: The Guide for Observing the Created Universe
Lesson 21. Observing Creation from a Biblical View: Miracles and God in Real
Events

Overview.

Biblical creation was miraculous and declared completed by God in Genesis. So the creation process is
not observable. But we have an excellent record from the Creator and we see the results. The same
Creator is also the Author of miraculous works within His creation in other parts of the Old Testament.
The Scripture provides a record of these occasional events. Each one had witnesses and someone who
recorded it. When they happened, they represented more of a supplement to His creation than a
suspension of it. These events did not happen every day, but they did happen. Some of the events were
dramatic, such as the miracles that occurred around the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, like the
plagues in Egypt and the fire by night/cloud by day that accompanied them in the desert. God also
manifested Himself in a personal way in several scenes to prophets, kings and even common people.

There is a dramatic change, however, when God comes in our likeness as Jesus Christ. Now the promise
of His coming and purpose, to save people from their separation of God that began in Genesis, is
fulfilled. The change is nothing short of incredible with respect to miracles, because they happen time
after time, and usually in the presence of thousands of people. Thousands of people were directly
affected. Many specific events were recorded. This chapter is about a few of those events. We will pick
three to further examine.

The miracles of the gospels, as stated by God, are part of the authentication of who He is. The miracles
were meant to witness to us that the Messiah had come (Matthew 9:1-8, Luke 7:21-23, John 10:37-38).
They do. While we cannot see the events, the record of them is thorough and most of them were
witnessed by many people. In short, they affirm that Christ is the very Person He said that He was: The
Way, The Truth, and The Life. His manner of speaking is plain; His logic beyond question; His acts
confirm His identity. So, He is the One through Whom the universe was made (John 1:3, Hebrews 1:2).

When you examine creation in Genesis, the ordered Flood event, and the intervention at the Tower of
Babel, it is worth thinking about this: it is the same Person performing miracles in the records of
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. In a similar fashion, if you gaze at the moon and the stars, you see the
handiwork of the same One. He made and placed the stars; He raised Lazarus from the dead. His acts,
including His own raising from the dead, say one thing: He speaks the truth and is the Truth. This means
He has the authority to redeem us or save us from our condition—the same condition that began with
Adam and Eve’s decision to disobey God. If the miracles are lies, so is creation. If the miracles are true
(they are), it is the Creator who performed them and who is perfectly capable of creating the universe
exactly as He has said. He also loves us enough to give us opportunity to believe Him.

So what were these miracles like? What did they do? In this short lesson we will look at three. To review
more, one needs only to read one of the four gospels. Do miracles still happen? If you think not, read
Acts. The acts of God through believers have not stopped, although records of events are less common
as compared to miracles recorded in the Gospels.

Selected Miracles.
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Read each portion of Scripture. For each miracle, lay out the following questions and answer them
before you read the notes that are provided: who is present, where does the miracle happen; when
does it happen; and what happens. When answering “what happens” in the scene where the miracle
occurred, note any actions that were recorded in the order they occur. When these questions are
answered, describe the miracle or miracles that occurs in a short paragraph.

Matthew 8:14-17 A person was healed of a fever; then a crowd of the sick healed.

1.

Note the personal and private touch of Jesus Christ. This is not the action of a strange far-off
person but a friend. The touch of Jesus is a private and deliberate action. He need not have
employed touch but could have healed by speaking. He is under the command of the Father,
however, and follows precise instructions (John 12:49-50)

The crowd that was at the door seeking Jesus by the evening of the same day. Many bring
others who are demon possessed. Jesus healed them with a word. He also healed any who were
sick. The witnesses to all the events were likely to number in the hundreds and probably
thousands. If anything had happened to suggest that Jesus had not done what is stated, the
reaction would have been entirely different. In each case of healing, the body was changed,
wrong things removed, processes set right, parts of bodies creatively made whole as required.
God commanded correctness in each body of each person for every member of the crowd that
came with a demon or health issue. The same type of event was often repeated as recorded in
the Gospels.

The comment at the end of the event is from Isaiah, which says that the Messiah would bear or
take the load of our diseases and infirmities. The healings were complete—each one. The
Creator of our biological substance would obviously know how to correct its malfunction or
even create brand new parts.

Luke 8:22-25. The storm was calmed.

1.

Many of the disciples were fishermen by trade on the same body of water. They were familiar
with boats, storms, and what could happen. Jesus slept at peace through a storm that had
seasoned fishermen terrified of losing their life. Then they woke Jesus.

The winds for a local storm would be like a violent thunderstorm. The leading edge of a squall
would probably have built rapidly. Waves were probably in excess of the boat’s freeboard, so
the vessel was being swamped. Waves would have covered most of the lake and probably be in
excess of 4 feet (a little more than 1 m) on the windward side.

Jesus caused the storm to cease with a word. (Note: the built up energy of an average
thunderstorm is about that of a 20-kiloton nuclear bomb. They persist for hours; the vertical
columns of air are typically in excess of 15,000 feet.) The storm ceased on command. The water
energy stored in the Sea of Galilee, assuming waves of 2 to 4 feet (which is very conservative)
would taken several hours to dissipate under normal conditions. Jesus commanded calm in an
instant. This is why the disciples responded in “fear and amazement.” No such thing had ever
been done.

John 11:1-44 Lazarus was raised from the dead.

1.

Note the careful timing of Jesus’ actions. He already knew what would happen. Crowds were
surrounding Jesus all the time during this part of His earthly ministry, so none of this was
private. He explained twice to the disciples what would happen in a few days. They were too
concerned with the likely threat to their lives if they returned to have understood what He was
saying.
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2. The “four day” reference in verse 17 is important. Crowds had gathered and the mourning part
that follows a person’s death was well underway. It was a very public moment when Jesus
returned with His disciples. The conversation and every step that Jesus took were in glaring view
of both the crowd with Him and the crowd of mourners. The declaration that He was the
resurrection and the life was blatantly clear. The condition of life or death was, if what He said
was true, subject to His command. Otherwise, He lies.

3. Jesus commanded Lazarus to come forth from a distance with a loud voice. No one came near
the body. The stone that covered the burial site was removed, but no one would have dared
venture in to the location of the body. All the people would have heard Jesus’ command. What
follows would have caused pandemonium and shock, starting with utter disbelief. When Jesus
created life in the beginning, it was a supernatural process that required no time. Only the
Creator of life could have the power to resurrect the dead, which is exactly what He did.

4. The event so changed things that it led to plans by religious leaders to kill Lazarus.

Encouragement to Observe.

Miracles continue to be recorded in Acts. And, they are recorded throughout history. Generally, most
people do not see them, but the record of the Scripture is abundantly clear. Miracles are things that
would never happen by natural processes. Thus true miracles can be performed only by God. He has
command over everything in the universe. Any of the miracles that are recorded are worth studying, but
any single miracle has a limited result compared to the confirmation that God is God. The Creator of the
universe, the One who created all that we know in six days and the One who judged men for their evil
and flooded the world is the same One who touched Peter’s mother-in-law, calmed the storm, and
commanded Lazarus to rise from the dead.

On this basis, we encourage you to observe just how frail we are. Notice the narrowness of the
atmosphere that keeps us alive. Notice the details and complexity of any part of His creation. How can
this be? The question is meant to be asked. God says He has the answer. He returned to a fallen world to
give us a specific message: we can be related to Him again if we choose to believe in Jesus Christ. He
proves it by changing people, making them well, commanding the elements to save the disciples. If you
read any of the Gospels, many similar miracles are recorded to make the same point: Jesus Christ, the
Messiah and Savior, the Creator, is able to save us from our sins.

Do you see how this biblical creation view is very different from the view that the universe is the result
of an undirected process and continues without direction? The universe and the laws or ordinances by
which it runs are all His doing. As said before, He means for us to discover its detail. He does not
discourage investigation or operational science; He invites it. In fact, it is no coincidence that modern
science arose in those areas of the world touched by the Reformation’s emphasis on the Bible.[Research
note: the biblical roots of modern science] But the point of view that a person takes, biblical creation or
naturalism, makes a large difference in the life that will be followed.
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Part lll. Comparisons of Biblical and Naturalistic Views by Common Subject
Lesson 22. World History and Social Studies (People, Nations, and Cultures)

Part lll Introduction. This part of the study compares the naturalistic and biblical worldviews as
they affect the typical classroom subjects of history, social studies, and the sciences in primary and
secondary education. Textbooks from several countries were reviewed in the process. Because children
view textbooks and the classroom setting as an authority and truthful, they are shaped by what is taught
or presented in text or by person. However, if the worldview that is assumed is incorrect, then what is
presented can often be incorrect. While it may seem that facts are not disputable, some facts are
interpreted and affected by the worldview that is chosen. A differing worldview, then, can yield different
answers. However, the child is usually presented with only one worldview, which is naturalism. This part
of the study will summarize how the choice of worldview affects major subjects and how the answers
compare depending on whether a naturalistic or a biblical worldview is chosen.

Introduction for World History and Social Studies.

Typical world history or social studies books used in schools around the world state that prehistory is
fact, which is the part of history that is generally defined by an evolutionary process that yields a
modern human. The time line invariably relates to the naturalistic worldview of the universe. The
creation worldview in most textbooks is usually confined to a paragraph or two, if it is mentioned at all.

From very young children to adults, popular world history and a sense of who we are and what we do
(our social world together) have a predominant view: we are a relatively late development on the
evolutionary time line of billions of years. But what if this view is utterly incorrect? One might ask, “But
what about the billions of years that things have existed?” Where did your information come from? It is
not from operational (experimental) science because no one was there. It is historical science because it
cannot be directly tested, measured, or observed. It is an interpretation of evidence that equates vast
distances to time because the conjecture is that space appeared in the evolutionary framework over 18
billion years ago. It did so, they say, all by itself in an undirected process. What if God spread out the
heavens at His command (Genesis 1:16), which we addressed in Lessons 5 and 15? Or they say the long
ages come from interpretation of fossil-bearing layers that are presumed to have formed over millions
of years. What if they did not? As we have said in previous chapters, if the Flood event caused rapid
deposition and burial as the outer crust of the earth was rearranged, an entirely different conclusion will
be reached.

The idea of long ages initially came from the belief that processes we see today have never changed, nor
have their average rates. The present is the key to the past was its dictum, and from this came the
naturalistic view of earth and the universe. It was based on the direct rejection of a catastrophic flood
that affected the entire earth. [Research note: Lyell.] Fossils were thought to have formed from uniform
slow processes, which mean no soft tissue marks should be found yet they have been found (they are
relatively common). But today, now that the concept of millions of years has been disrupted by some
recent evidence, naturalistic geologists are willing to accept that there must have been at least some
catastrophes; the geologic record of catastrophe is too plain and obvious. However, this has not yielded
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a return to a serious consideration of a worldwide flood. Textbooks in elementary and secondary
education, nevertheless, remain largely unchanged.

But, one may ask, “what about the radiometric dating techniques that show the long ages?” They are
mentioned in most textbooks as yielding dates that are fact when they do not. The ages they give are
not actually measured ages, but calculated ages. What is measured is the ratio of various isotopes. The
ratio is then interpreted by means of a set of assumptions. The interpreted ages can be tested, for
instance by measuring the ages of rocks of known age, such as those formed from a volcanic eruption in
living memory. When this is done, almost always the results give “millions of years,” even when the real
age is just a few decades. [Research note: RATE and also carbon dating.] While there are processes and
things that show a very young earth, they are rarely presented or discussed. They do not fit the popular
evolutionary time line. Even when dinosaur fossils are found with soft tissue, recognizable blood cells
and identifiable proteins, even DNA, the millions of years are not questioned. [Research note: dinosaur
soft tissue.)

If the past is interpreted using a naturalistic and evolutionary foundation in most school history books,
classrooms and media, how does a child consider any other answer? Children rarely hear the “other”
view (biblical creation worldview) that God has provided. So the basis of understanding who we are and
how we behave through history (as well as social studies) is heavily influenced from a God-deleted
context. The student rarely has the opportunity in an educational setting to consider a worldview
answer outside naturalism.

In the case where a church-attending student hears an answer outside of naturalism, it is frequently
categorized as religious but not related to the real world being studied in schools, universities, and
professions. As a person grows older and moves away from any religious roots, the religious influence is
often dismissed unless his or her belief system is strong. It is simply, in many cases, overwhelmed by the
emphasis in naturalism. A biblical worldview, if mentioned at all, is considered “old” thinking, even in
textbooks for 12- to 13-year-old children. In later texts, it is often equated with being “unscientific.” This
environment helps explain why so many young people lose their trust in God’s Word as their studies
advance.

This naturalistic view of prehistory also obviously affects modern history and social studies. Textbooks
often examine current events as an extension of where we come from. Since a naturalistic framework of
prehistory has no moral standard or root, modern events and social studies have no moral standard or
root either, or they rely on cultural norms for some sense of identity and standard of behavior. Cultural
norms change all the time. A biblical creation view is anchored in an unchanging God, who provides a
biblical historical framework that links our behavior and its consequences to real events at the
beginning.

Creation scientists and specialists say that the evidence (of a young earth and the Genesis flood, for
instance), interpreted from a biblical creation view, makes much more sense and even answers some
serious questions—affirming God’s history of events for the universe, earth, and mankind. But children
(or adults) rarely hear this. Why not? First, as we said above, it does not fit the popular naturalistic and
evolutionary view of things. Second, a biblical creation view makes mankind responsible for many wrong
things we see today. This would be professionally and privately embarrassing or simply not acceptable.
One can see the overall result in primary and secondary textbooks in schools, which disregard a biblical
creation worldview in almost all cases.
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Let us examine the general features of the two worldviews on the subjects of history and social studies.

The Naturalistic or Evolutionary View.

History begins in most texts with prehistoric man. “Early man” is usually drawn with ape-like features.
What about the examples of remains said to demonstrate “human evolution”, of which many have been
subject to considerable artistry to fill in the gaps? Some have been discredited. Many are in fact human
(so-called Homo erectus, for instance, and the Neanderthal people, post-Flood descendants of Adam).
They express a part of the range of variation in humanity. The majority, however, are simply part of the
extinct australopithecine kind (e.g., the alleged ape-woman “Lucy”), which have been shown by
evolutionist experts to have a unique anatomy that is neither ape nor human but definitely not in
between the two. [Research note: multivariate analysis] In most cases, a series of pictures is presented
that show an artist’s rendition of an evolutionary process from ape to modern man. Books have
authority to the student, so such diagrams are usually interpreted as true and factual.

Ages of development of recent man that are in the texts are pretty standard and typically given in
millions of years near the end of the supposed age of the earth, which is inferred or outright stated as
fact as about 4.5 billion years ago.

One glaring inconsistency that is never mentioned in evolutionary texts is the issue of human
population. Using very conservative birth rates, and starting with eight people at the time of the Flood,
it is easy to arrive at today’s population of 7 billion in the approximately 4,300 years since. But using the
historical time line given as fact to the student would mean countless billions of people over the last few
tens of thousands of years would have been buried (burial was customary for ancient peoples), and thus
large numbers of their remains should be accessible to us, even if we assume a population kept very low
by widespread disease and war.

Further points

1. “Cavemen” are listed as subhuman. Since the Flood occurred and a further scattering of people
occurred (both are factual historical parts of the biblical record; see Lessons 10-13), then groups
of people would be going into areas with a changing and harsh climate, and possibly not taking
all of their pre-Babel technology with them. It was not an easy time. Caves provide excellent
protection. Paintings and artifacts often show sophistication. So there is another explanation for
“cave” dwellers. It is never mentioned in most texts.

2. Within an evolutionary view, different groups of people gained their differences from tens of
thousands of years of alleged separate development. So this would predict that some people
would be less or more evolved than those of other groups. This view has led to an increase in
racism, including the views of Nazi Germany, and was very popular in most countries prior to
World War Il. In 1906, a pygmy was put on display in a New York zoo as an example of a
subhuman “missing link.” This application of evolution is not popular today, after the Nazi death
camps revealed the horrors it would lead to.

3. The idea that man evolved naturalistically on earth easily leads to the idea that advanced
intelligent aliens evolved “out there in space.” However, as far as we can tell from observation,
there are no life forms other than on earth, period.

4. Most texts briefly speak of the development of languages as a key part of history. Many texts
point to the earliest known examples of language, but they are not simple at all. Technologies
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are often taken to have developed as greater intelligence evolved. However, ancient people
were very smart. Advanced working of metals, ship design, musical instruments, and civil
engineering can be found. The examples show great ingenuity. Development of modern
technology does not imply that a group of people are getting smarter. It does show, however,
that it takes innovation to supplement or add to previous discoveries to yield technical
developments. Nearly everything done today occurs because someone builds upon something
already present. It is an interesting fact that a surge in technical advancement occurred in
Europe after the Bible became widely available to the common man. Science and technology
exploded in western Europe about this time.

5. History is the basis of most social studies. Social studies examine how people act, what
relationships they have, what cultures they have and how these things change over time. In an
evolutionary view, culture becomes of primary importance, because this is the primary identity
of a people. Each one has cultural norms and practices. Evolutionary development would
suggest that whether a culture or its norms are right or wrong, helpful or harmful is dependent
on the local definition of good and bad. There are no fixed standards. Defending culture and
putting one’s culture in the best possible light compared to others would be a normal outcome
of evolutionary thinking. Likewise, morals could change for the same reasons. If people or
groups do not get along, then it is part of the struggle to exist and have preeminence. Life’s
value is expendable under this kind of thinking. While this is not often openly said, it is what
history shows with significant cases of genocide, power struggles between nations, etc. It could
be viewed as part of what happens naturally from an evolutionary view.

The Biblical Creation View.

The comments below apply this view to various history and social studies topics.

1. Using a straightforward listing of generations from Genesis 5 and 10 for the beginning
period as well as time references for ages at the time of events and listings of generations in
later books, the earth is approximately 6000 years old. The flood is 1656 years after the
creation day with a small error band. Artifacts, often assigned to prehistoric man, could be
interpreted as from the time before the Genesis Flood or from the time after the Flood,
depending on where they are found. God’s decreed Flood result (complete eradication of all
land creatures and people except those in the ark) ensured that not much remained from
before the Flood. Since such findings would reference a worldwide God-ordered Flood, they
would not be considered possible or acceptable in an evolutionary scheme. If a human-
related artifact were found among dinosaur fossils, for example it would also be considered
a “mistake” or compromised because man and such prehistoric creatures were not
supposed to exist at the same time. It is safe to say that much archaeological work of the
ancient world or “early” man would have entirely different conclusions if the research
project considered a biblical creation context. [Research note: Where are all the human
fossils?)

2. As we mentioned earlier, the population we see today is about the right size if one uses a
conservative figure of population growth from the time of the flood. Within a few decades
of the flood, the population rate would have been high (in keeping with God’s command
and the record in Genesis 9:1 and Genesis 10) but seems to have decreased thereafter.
Middle Ages birth rates were very low. Some other periods of history had higher growth
rates. Choosing an overall reasonable value yields the number of people we see today (7
billion or so) when Noah’s family is used as a starting point. Using the same value for an
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evolutionary time frame makes the population far higher than the planet could
accommodate. If growth rates were almost zero for thousands of years in an evolutionary
time frame, we would still have evidence of burials over time in the supposed relative
uniform conditions (no worldwide flood catastrophe permitted). This is not the case.
[Research note: where are all the people?]

The effects of the flood and then the scattering of groups at the Tower of Babel are rarely
considered with respect to historical evidence of cave-dwelling people. The conditions in the
aftermath of the flood (Lesson 12) were very unsettled for hundreds of years as new land
masses were still raw with change. There were changing land bridges and new raw
topography; residual volcanism and the great ice age in certain latitudes made for
dangerous conditions. Water was still a dominant force in areas from melting ice or residual
waters in continental areas; climatic changes and new extremes were making the
movement of people and development of homelands difficult. Under these conditions,
caves provided a protective home but would not have been permanent if conditions got
worse. It makes sense that some of these areas have been found. Also, each group of people
dispersed at Babel would not have taken all the know-how of their culture with them. In
addition, small rapidly migrating populations are known to very readily “lose” technology.
The changing conditions or disease and hardship are plausible reasons why many
technologies were seemingly abandoned. When caves in locations were used for some
time, the people would have redeveloped what they had in the recent past as best they
could. If conditions were rough and time was not available, tools and such would remain
rudimentary. If more time was available, technologies could develop. Paintings at many sites
often show great sophistication. Some sites show work with materials that demonstrates
considerable wisdom. These conditions are exactly what we would expect for several
hundred years after the flood.

God repeats the principle of “kinds” (Genesis 1:12, 21, 24-25) with respect to vegetation
and living creatures. Everything reproduces after its kind. There are no links of intermediate
life forms between the kinds that show in the fossil record. Widespread sedimentary rock
containing fossils is evidence of the flood. People still produce people (Genesis 1:27-28).
Apes produce apes. The kinds are a little wider than our classification system, so dogs, for
instance, came from a common kind that includes wolves and similar animals. However,
reproduction stays within the “kind.” Land things do not become fish things. Lions and tigers
(which can interbreed to tigons or ligers, despite being different species) have clearly
descended from the same ancestor but not from an ancestor they held in common with a
bear, horse, or kangaroo. Speciation within a kind is certainly possible, but crossing of kinds
will not naturally occur, because God designed things that way. And, above all, man is a
special object of God’s creation and imprinted with His image. Nothing else has this
characteristic—anywhere in the universe.

The miraculous intervention of God at the Tower of Babel event, where only one language
was spoken, gave instantaneous birth to many languages (Genesis 11:1, 6-8). Language
experts today point to a few dozen families of language; the many languages within each
family have all developed from one of the stem languages created at Babel. This makes
sense. As the groups separated at Babel and continued to separate from each other,
languages that were once the same rapidly became different. In Papua New Guinea, for
instance, where people are separated by many mountain ranges, over 600 separate
languages have developed in one modest-sized nation. Thus, hundreds of languages within
each family show clear signs of being related but not to languages in other families that
come from a different stem language. Consider, too, the sophistication of the first language



82

of Adam in Genesis 2:19-20. It was complete upon his creation; he named the animals; he
communicated with God at first, then his wife, then his ancestors. There is no gradual
development of this original language; it was created. [Research note: towering change,
also how did all the different races arise?)

Social studies in biblical creation terms are the studies of human behavior as individuals,
people groups and nations with respect to God’s declarations and standards. God is the
preeminent Authority and Overseer Who sets the standards. One’s relationship to Him is
predicated on how one responds: does he lean toward God in his ways, or away? The same
holds true for cultures and peoples: do they lean toward God in their ways or away?
Proverbs speaks to the subject in national or people-group terms in Proverbs 14:34 and
Isaiah 40:15. Leaders are addressed in Proverbs 28:3 and 16. A country’s attitude is
addressed in Proverbs 28:2. It “seems” that God knows things better than we do. It should
be apparent that God knows what makes a good nation or culture and what does not. Not
all nations and cultures are the same, but God knows the differences, remembers them, and
deals with people in them if they will listen and believe. This part of social studies is very
hard to find in any textbook driven by an evolutionary foundation. On God’s part, He knows
what is in man and all men come from the same family (Genesis 8:21). That is why we need
a Savior. In a biblical creation view, culture is subject to God’s examination just as people
are. Not all cultural things are what God likes. The same is true for people. To review a brief
but accurate description of the trends of sin or bad things according to God’s definition in
another place outside of Genesis, read Romans 1:18-32. It is an excellent reference among
many like it in the New Testament. There are equivalent scriptures (like 2 Peter 1:3-9) that
show what happens to individuals and people who are influenced by a relationship with
God.

Social studies, which emerge from our sense of who we are in history, are the basis for more
advanced subjects in human behavior, which affect subjects like health that is taught to
young children. In many nations, health and human behavior are being strongly affected by
a shift in morals (some would say an ‘absence’ of morals) to cover the increasing acceptance
of types of relationships outside of marriage between a man and a woman but also to deal
with sexually transmitted diseases.

a. A naturalistic view is neutral at first glance, since any relationship is just fine. But
this translates in many modern textbooks to equal treatment and acceptance of any
kind of relationship. Health taught to young children mirrors the same acceptance,
even though relationships outside of marriage tend to be much higher risk with
respect to sexually transmitted diseases.

b. The Bible has serious objection to this amoral approach to relationships, and the
biblical principles stem from biblical creation. If you recall Genesis 2, which is
covered in Lesson 7, God described initial conditions and relationships that are
ordained by Him. First, we, who were made in His image, were intended to walk
with Him. Second, mankind was intended to reproduce and populate the earth
based on His definition of marriage, which is the way in which reproduction occurs.
Genesis 3, of course, documents mankind’s disobedience and the Fall occurs. This
event, however, does not change God’s standard in behavior and relationships,
which is strongly affirmed as a major theme in the Bible. Genesis 19 includes a
striking story about immorality in Sodom that leads to its destruction by God’s direct
hand. Jesus affirms the institution of marriage in all four Gospels (Matthew 19:1-
12, Mark 10:1-12, Luke 16:18, and John 8:1-11). Other books of the Bible deal
directly with sexually immoral relationships (Romans 1:26-27, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10,
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and Galatians 5:19, for instance). In conclusion, the biblical worldview links .our
beginnings and history with His standards for behavior and some references to our
behavior: what is acceptable to God and what is not.

While cultural and regional views may change, God does not. Today’s textbooks and
educational institutions, in most cases, have taken a direction contrary to biblical
standards and teach that that standard to young children. The early conditioning
continues in typical advanced education. Cultural norms, in the present
environment, usually reflect the results, which are increasingly embracing biblically
immoral relationships. The issue for this lesson is to see the differences between the
foundation for a biblical creation worldview and that have a naturalistic worldview
of social studies and human behavior. The difference between them is striking.
[Research notes: marriage, homosexuality, morals]
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Part lll. Comparisons of Biblical and Naturalistic Views by Common Subject
Lesson 23. Biological and Earth Sciences

Overview.

The school subjects and textbooks where a naturalistic or evolutionary view is most prevalent are
biology (usually at the high school level) and integrated or earth science (usually for students 1 to 3
years younger). One might ask, “Why not just remain neutral about the origins of earth and life?” Man
was made curious; he wants answers. When he wants answers outside of God, he is still determined to
make sense of the world—one way or the other. Most textbooks are not neutral; children are taught
from early ages that the earth and life developed by themselves. The effects of this might not be
immediately obvious, but by the time the student reaches a responsible age, the years of “fact” in
textbooks have much more weight than a Bible, which is relegated to church life alone but not seen as
relevant to the rest of the world around us. You might say, “That is too extreme! It can’t be this way!”
As we suggested in the last lesson, examine common textbooks. While the subject of a naturalistic or
evolutionary view of the universe takes up only a small part of text, it is critical, and most children take it
as factual. Further, the naturalistic assumptions that flow from it typically permeate much of the
thinking in the rest of the book, though this is often not obvious. Man has to have an answer; so his best
answer (after eliminating God) is naturalism and evolution. While not fact, this view is clearly presented
with the volume, word usage, and testing that indicate “fact.” And, as previously stated, it is especially
prevalent in biology and integrated or earth science because both deal with the origin of life, earth, and
the universe.

The following two sections deal with the basic treatment found in most texts by comparing the way they
approach the subject to the biblical creation view. The latter is rarely if ever mentioned in textbooks and
it is almost never portrayed as realistic or modern or pertinent to life in comparison to the naturalistic or
evolutionary view.

The Naturalistic or Evolutionary View.
1. Science, Theory, or Conjecture?

Nearly every textbook begins with the scientific method. The pure method for operational or testable
science is consistently accurate and good. The explanations and comparisons, however, are often poor.
Why? Because they fail to properly distinguish theories from conjectures. They also usually fail to note
the overriding effects of a worldview on the method’s application to the “science” of origins. Why the
guotes around “science”? Because origins are not observable or repeatable; no one was there. Historical
“science” is not testable in the same manner as empirical or operational science.

The child, as a result, learns with a set of unwritten assumptions that accompany the naturalistic
worldview but no other. They are presented as fact: life came from simple life; simple life came from
non-life; non-life came from an unspecific source (usually the Big Bang). This is NOT science; it is a
worldview that is assumed and drives science in specific directions, and by definition denies any other
worldview.
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By its very nature, naturalism or evolution is a conjecture because it is non-testable; nobody was there
at the supposed origin of earth or life. However, from the way it is presented in textbooks, one gets the
impression that it is a testable theory in the same way as gravity, for instance. Whole chapters on
evidence to support a naturalistic origin of life are often included, but the same evidence can be
interpreted, often more directly and easily, as evidence for creation. The worldview’s fundamental
assumptions, in any case, automatically dismiss God as the Cause and Creator of the universe or life. Yet,
the naturalistic view is portrayed as entirely factual. The younger the child, the more authority the text
has.

Many texts give examples of the preeminence of science because the scientific method eliminates
superstition and guessing. When religion is mentioned, which is rare, it is portrayed as non-scientific or
“old” thinking; therefore the student concludes that religion has no place in the subject of origins in the
modern world. Many chapters are actually titled to emphasize the point, where religion is considered
old thinking and the scientific method is considered new thinking. (And they ignore the fact, mentioned
earlier, that modern science owes its very birth to the Bible and Christianity.)

In short, the worldview of naturalism and evolution is the only realistic and permitted truth. It is first
encountered in integrated or earth sciences and biology but continues to be presented in other subjects
and at other levels through the university level, where the vast majority of teachers are developed, who
then teach younger generations. It is not hard to see that several generations of the same approach
automatically removes the authority of the Bible, lessens the influence of church teaching, disconnects
God from the world around us, and can have serious consequences on not just society but the scientific
endeavor itself. Those will be discussed further.

2. History or Origin of Life.

Introductory science courses (like earth science or integrated science and biology) spend several
chapters on origin of life, history of life, and origin of the universe. While origins is non-testable in a
classic sense and the subject is really a worldview approach to life (in contrast to operational science), it
is presented as fact. In truth, it is conjecture because it does not meet the standard definition of a
theory. A theory is often stated as a hypothesis that can be rigorously tested. Can the origin of life be
tested? Can the origin of the universe be tested? Textbooks ignore these distinctions, because they just
assume the naturalistic and evolutionary view as fact. So sections on the origin of life usually begin with
presenting naturalistic conjectures as if they were scientific theories.

The origin of life presentation is usually rather simple: life started as non-life in the early stages of
earth’s development (also based on conjecture presented as “theory”). As a result of eons of time and
chance, some sort of special non-living substance accidentally appears. Something else happens (not
ever defined) so that this non-life becomes life, which is a reproducing entity that can harness energy
and raw materials from its environment. This is treated as the fundamental starting point for most
textbooks but without any detail (because there isn’t any).

The times that are presented have generally been the same for many years now in industrialized
nations: some 15-18 billion years since the spontaneous generation of the universe (usually the Big Bang
or its cousins) and about 4.5 billion years since the earth became an actual sphere of something solid. It
is portrayed as fact by virtue of the fact that it is also classified as a “theory.” (Remember from above:
there is a vast difference between theory and conjecture. Origin of the universe, in terms of the
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scientific method, is not a theory since it is not observable or testable. It is conjecture. No matter how
strong a worldview like this might be held, it does not meet the formal definition of a theory.)

Please understand this from a child’s perspective. Most children hear this as fact at a young age, and it is
in authoritative textbooks being taught by well-meaning teachers. Students and parents see school as a
general knowledge base that is true. The children are in school nearly 40 hours a week; they consider
the whole of school as teaching truth. Can anything else be possible from the child’s point of view?
Several decades (at least two generations) have elapsed since naturalism has been taught with the
exclusion of any biblical creation reference. So how can most people tell what is true if it is not

naturalism?

3. Evolution. Because we have an innate desire to know who we are and where we come from, it is
rare that basic biology/integrated science books will not treat the subject. It becomes the
answer to the growing child’s question: where did we come from? Evolution is the only answer
seriously given to the question.

a.

Cosmic and Geological Evolution. This is usually taught as the only credible possibility for
the origin of the universe and the earth.
Chemical Evolution (abiogenesis or origin of life). The books in most schools usually
begin with a brief description of non-living substances on earth that have been
“brewed” by temperature and other special conditions. No detail is given because there
isn’t any. Descriptions are only general, but the conclusion is stated clearly: life happens.
Biological Evolution (what biblical creation believers often refer to as “microbes to
microbiologists”). What follows after the origin of life is a series of steps that are classic
to evolutionary theory, where a tree is often drawn to represent the idea that all living
things are supposed to have descended from this one “simple” single-celled ancestor
over eons of time. This ancestor organism is represented by the base of the tree, which
branches into many different types of creatures of much greater complexity. One of the
branches leads to some form of ape, then early man then modern man. The trees are
given branches with formal-sounding names; the presentation is portrayed as factual.
The evidence is given as follows:

i. Association of similar features with presumed links between those things that

have them.

ii. Association of similar functions with presumed links between those things that
have them.

iii. Genetic information that is presumed to point to the same ancestor.

iv. Fossil information, where the common picture of earth time is shown from an
evolutionary point of view. The layers of fossil-bearing rock are shown as a
progression of vast time periods. The overall assumption is that continual
changes take place over long periods.

4., Man: The Most Modern Animal

a.

Evolution and the naturalistic worldview demand that man come from something. So,
the “something” must be less than human. So since we are more similar to apes than
anything else, that ancestor must be an apelike creature. Which in turn must have come
from something less apelike. This continues until we have a single cell at the base of the
tree. Then one moves to chemical evolution (also known as abiogenesis) for the rest of
the picture. But then what is modern man?
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b. Modern man is, by definition in this worldview, a product of chance and undirected
processes. That means that even though he thinks he is important and unique, this is
actually not true; it is a figment of imagination. The application of this concept not only
lessens man’s importance, it automatically leads to a conflict of conscience and
personhood in a young person. Why can’t | have what | want? Why is something wrong
or right? Why can’t | determine for myself what that means? These are legitimate
questions if one thinks seriously about modern man from an evolutionary perspective.
After all, he wants to help his chances of survival at the top of the “heap” of
evolutionary products. In this educational atmosphere, there is increased reliance on
culture, tradition, psychology, or anything else that gives a softer definition to modern
man, because the alternative is somewhat disturbing.

5. Biological Information. In the naturalistic view, all biological information, which is the
information recorded in genes, arose naturally. This complex set of instructions developed from
no instructions. As information occurred in basic life, its complexity slowly increased over deep
time by itself with no external influence until we have the complexity we see in gene
information today. [Research note: biological information]

The Biblical Creation View.

1. Science, Theory, or Conjecture? A biblical creation view not only upholds good operational
science, it demands it. Science empowered and motivated by a passion for the living God, who
wants His creation researched and studied. This view encourages discovery. The foundation,
however, is that He has revealed things about Himself, about what He created, how, and in what
order. This includes the non-living universe, the non-living earth, vegetation, and living
creatures. Each has its complexities that are unfathomable, but living things are by far the most
complex and intriguing. As we have discussed, the scientific method arose from the Bible’s
influence, and it is no coincidence that the founding fathers of virtually every scientific discipline
were Bible-believing Christians. For them, God’s record was the starting point.

2. History or Origin of Life. Genesis 1 could not be clearer about the origin of the universe, earth,
and life. It was a miraculous series of events over six earth-rotation days.

3. Evolution. Evolution (in the sense that is normally meant by the word) does not take place in any
of biblical creation. Speciation, or the change within a kind, can take place—even quickly—but
this is not evolution that becomes a tree of life, where microbes become microbiologists over
millions of years. We are not, in God’s view, getting better. We sin from birth, have the
opportunity to reach to God regardless of when and where we live (Acts 17:26-27), and die.
Those who believe will be with God. Those who do not will still deal with God, but their outcome
is entirely different. As a whole, mankind is getting worse overall in a moral sense (Romans
1:18-32). And, there is increasing evidence that it is happening genetically as well. [Research
note: genetic entropy.] The universe, like us, is wearing out (Romans 8:20-22). In the biblical
creation point of view, the universe has direction, consequence, and an end; the situation we
see now will not continue forever. (This will be briefly reviewed in Lesson 28.)

4. Man: The Special Creation of God. There are no apologies in the scripture about man’s place in
the universe. God speaks of it in Genesis (Genesis 1:27, 2:7); Jesus speaks of it in the Gospels
(Matthew 10:31, John 6:40); Revelation speaks of our specialness (for those who believe) when
He speaks of the end and believers soon to be with Him (Revelation 12:10-11, 19:9). God also
speaks of the place of believers with God when the old order (the universe) has passed away.
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Biological Information. Biological information in the genes is extremely complex and cannot, by
itself, increase in complexity. God, the Master of Information, created the information to be
written in every “kind” of vegetation and life. He also designed the mechanisms so that
information, through very complex processes, could be transferred from generation to
generation as well as provide essential information to maintain life.
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Part lll. Comparisons of Biblical and Naturalistic Views by Common Subject
Lesson 24. Physical Sciences: Chemistry and Physics

Overview.

Physics is about matter, energy, and mass. Chemistry is about atoms and molecules and substances.
Should physics and chemistry students “care” about worldview? Does it matter? Is it involved in these
subjects? After examination of several physics and chemistry books, there is no doubt that both subjects
have authors who care deeply about origins. Where did matter and energy come from? When did it
come? Where is the link from chemistry to biology in the long chemical to biological evolutionary chain?
Worldview is very much at the core of these questions, and most of the textbooks are not shy about
making sweeping statements or referencing scientific advances that are all in the framework of a
naturalistic or evolutionary view. This is what is taught to children, but it is also the foundational
assumption for considerable research. The situation becomes so biased with respect to the naturalistic
view that obtaining advanced degrees in some sciences at some institutions is difficult if the person
publically adheres to a biblical creation view.

The bulk of academic material in physics and chemistry textbooks is reliable. The elements are still the
elements; reactions and their classifications have not changed; matter and energy relationships are still
taught as they have been. These things take up the majority of the chapters. But there is an apparent
need in people to know who they are and where they come from that nearly always appears in
textbooks. Only one view is usually presented: naturalism or evolution. It shows up in the time frames
for human history, the alleged origin of matter, the alleged transition from chemistry to a biologically
living thing, the treatment of whether aliens can exist as a matter of scientific investigation, and the
origins or age of the universe. The comments are invariably in one direction: we are the accidental,
undirected product of evolution—just like the rest of the universe. It only reaffirms the biology and
ancient history material that comes from the same point of view. The information is considered
acceptable and testable material. The assumptions are not mentioned. The alternative view (biblical
creation) is rarely mentioned; if it is, it is considered “old” thinking or not pertinent since the arrival of
the scientific method.

The next two sections have parallel numbering sequences. Points on the naturalistic or evolutionary
view are in the first section; the biblical creation view follows.

The Naturalistic or Evolutionary View.

The origins issues that are presented, as mentioned above, represent small but critical parts of such
textbooks. They are presented alongside the other, factual material in such a way that the student or
parent would not readily perceive a distinction between it and the evolutionary conjectures, which are
presented with no alternative. The major points usually include the following:
1. Discussion about the age of things is always evolution-based and presumes “deep time” (billions
of years). Nearly every textbook provides a section on dating methods (usually radiocarbon
dating) and provides examples. Existing processes are then projected backward to arrive at a
discussion of origins of the universe or elements, depending on the subject. In many cases, fossil
dating techniques are used as examples. There is no discussion of the assumptions in dating
methods, no discussion of any process that suggests short times, and no discussion of the
interpretation part of dating methods. The answers or examples are familiar: billions of years for
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the age of the universe, earth, and first life. It is of course presumed that humans appeared on
earth fairly recently (a handful of million years ago) and that their development was part of the
accidental undirected process.

2. Laws of science are appropriately mentioned, but their origins are never mentioned. Why are
they present at all? Why is the behavior of things so predictable in an accidental by-chance
universe? How can all this be? While origins from evolution are assumed as fact, the connection
to a predictable universe with order is never discussed. How can it be the way it is? If an answer
is given, which is rare, it always has to do with evolution and naturalism. The questions are
never really answered, but the amount of “scientific” explanation is deemed sufficient to move
on to classic treatment of subjects.

3. The elements (in the periodic table), when their origin is discussed at all, are said to have
themselves evolved from simpler ones following the assumed “big bang” explosive start. It is
true that nuclear processes in stars are capable of transforming one element into another, but
to state that all the higher elements formed this way over 18 billion years and with no known
mechanism is a significant assumption.

4. Chemical evolution (abiogenesis, or life from chemicals) is presumed. There is usually some
discussion, which is based on a few experiments that have really demonstrated very little, but
rather come to a dead end. [Research note: origin of life.] Almost always there is a purported
explanation of the basic link between chemical and biological development that would lead to
the first “evidence” of life. The doubts, the gaps in information, the huge assumptions, and the
experiments that suggest otherwise are never presented or discussed. Any child or young
person would come away from the text believing this is firm factual material. While these
sections are short, they comprise the framework for physics and chemistry as they are taught
today in most textbooks.

5. Continuous stellar evolution is presumed. All things are in a universe of undirected change. In
real life, stars are seen burning out, dying, exploding, but the stellar evolutionary framework
assumes that everything is evolving upwards in addition. Whether things being studied or
presented are chemistry or physics or a combination of both, an origin (usually the Big Bang or
its cousins) is presumed, but the process has never stopped. The subject is presented by giving
examples of new findings about the solar system or the stars. The conclusions, which are stated
in a factual context, are that stellar evolution is well understood and continues to happen. No
observation of new stars is cited. Solar system theories of origins center on the “nebular
hypothesis,” but there is no mention of the huge problems. [Research note: nebular
hypothesis.] Other problems in stellar evolutionary “theory” are never presented or discussed.

The Biblical Creation View.

1. The universe was created by God at His command as recorded in Genesis 1 and 2 (Lessons 1-6)
during the first six days of creation, and the remainder of the biblical record indicates a young
earth since that time. There is supporting information from science as well as historical evidence
from Scripture for a young earth. Key evidences, beginning with the scriptures, are listed below:

a. Biblical timeline. Using a straightforward list of generations that are cited in Genesis 5
and 10 for the beginning period, time references for ages at the time of events and
listings of generations in later books, the earth is approximately 6000 years old. The
Flood is 1656 years after the Creation Week with a small error band. Creation was
finished on day 6 by God'’s clear statement in Genesis 2:1. Statements in other places
(Nehemiah 9:6, Job 38:4, Psalm 74:16-17, Isaiah 45:12, Matthew 19:4) indicate that the
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events of creation were completed as indicated by the use of past tense. They refer back
to the Genesis account. Jesus Christ, the Messiah, referred back to the Genesis account.
b. Observations of a young earth and heavens are summarized below.

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Comets. Comets are like dirty balls of ice that lose a lot of their mass each time
they pass the sun. The calculations show that short-period comets should have
disappeared long ago if they were older than a few thousand years. Rather than
accept this as evidence of a young solar system, evolutionists postulate a
mysterious and unobserved cometary “deep freeze’” the so-called Oort Cloud.
This is supposed to be conveniently just a little too far away to see, but able to
resupply the solar system with comets from time to time. [Research note:
comets]

Star decay. As mentioned above, stellar decay is definitely widely observed
while stellar evolution, although stated as fact from a naturalistic worldview,
has never been observed. Stellar decay is consistent with the winding down of
the universe, which has been subjected to a dying process along with the rest of
creation. Also, the creation event of stars is clearly in the past tense in several
scriptures outside Genesis: Isaiah 48:13, 51:16; Job 38:31-32. The stars were
created, placed, and named (Psalm 147:4). God says that creation stopped at
the end of the 6" day, as stated in Genesis 2:1.

Planet volcanism. The long evolutionary age of the planets (the age of the solar
system) makes no sense in view of recently discovered volcanism on several
smaller planets or moons. Within a naturalistic view, these should have cooled
off long ago and should no longer be volcanically active.

Moon orbit and position. The moon recedes gradually from earth; if this is
calculated backwards, the moon would be far too close to earth in much less
time than the prediction of naturalistic theories. [Research note: moon
recession)

Sea salt. The rate of net increase of salt in the oceans indicates a maximum age
for the oceans much less than the evolutionary billions of years. [Research note:
salty seas)

Erosion. With reasonable estimates of erosion, any major continent’s features
would be utterly different than what we see in times far less than the
naturalistic conjectures suggest.

Worldwide Flood yielding the recent fossil record. These are a few of the
indicators for the recent Genesis flood: (1) widespread presence of sedimentary
rock that shows rapid formation of pliable/bendable layers before they rapidly
hardened, (2) the presence of fossils that cross different strata, indicating rapid
burial (they does not make sense within the notion of eons of uniform gradual
deposits of material), (3) indicators that dinosaurs became extinct much more
recently than believed due to findings of soft tissue, identifiable proteins, blood
cells and even DNA in samples where naturalistic conjectures of the age for
these creatures exceed 65 million years.

Dating method flaws. Several dating methods show many different results; they
should not. Dating methods have assumptions and one of the recurring
assumptions is the long ages themselves. (Radioactive) carbon 14 should no
longer be detectable in a sample older than 100,000 years at the most. But if
samples supposedly millions of years old are analyzed, it is almost always
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present. The amount of helium, formed from radioactive decay, still present in

zircon crystals (it leaks out continually) is too high and indicates a young earth.
The clear and coherent record of creation by God is also consistent with His character stated in
the Bible: He does not lie (Numbers 23:19); He is not the author of confusion (1 Cor 14:33); His
universe is filled with laws that show His created universe to be predictable and orderly (Job
38:33, Jeremiah 33:25). Other scriptures in Job and Psalms draw attention to parts of His
creation that show a vast array of order and complex relationships among different things that
illustrate anything but an accidental universe and earth that developed by chance (no direction
involved).
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Part IV. Does Biblical Creation Matter in the Real World?
Lesson 25. Key Human Issues

Overview

Now that we have studied the biblical creation worldview and looked at some common school subjects
that are affected by this view, does it matter in the real world? Students are facing the next round of
schooling or might be entering the work place. Young parents are in a workplace or trying to find work.
About half the world’s population is having trouble finding full time work, and some are unable to go to
school because money is short. A large section of mankind lives in areas where life is not easy; political
instability, poverty, famine, disease and conflict affect large regions. These are the sorts of things that
affect jobs and a future for most people. Does it matter what worldview | have and what | believe when
I am in the middle of circumstances like this?

Most people’s worldview includes some rather fuzzy ideas. Usually it involves a god of some sort. They
may not completely believe the naturalistic worldview of the universe and earth, although that is the
most popular worldview and the current foundation for key school subjects that we have reviewed
(lessons 22-24). If you ask a dozen people on the street what they believe, they will more than likely
mention some sort of religious background or belief, but the details that relate it to the next step or day
in life are probably not so plain. And, in an environment where science and technology are often viewed
as the fountain of truth, a concept of a god that relates to the real world probably seems like fiction.
God is pertinent to life, but He is not generally known. He is often obscured by paths of life that avoid
Him. (John 1:10, Matthew 7:13-14).

Then, how does a biblical creation worldview make a difference? And what happens when this
worldview comes face to face with serious human issues?

Remember the early lessons where we covered Genesis 1. God gave us the account of creation. It was
good without exception at the beginning. Death and suffering were not part of the picture until the Fall
of man, which was marked by the entrance of sin and its consequences. He did not tire of mankind,
however, and continued to interject Himself into people’s affairs. They forgot Him quickly. It has been
this way since Genesis.

The biblical creation worldview points to a Personal God. He stays involved in circumstances, whether
they are easy or hard, but people forget the Creator. While people may not know Him, He certainly
knows us. His very creation is intended to remind us of Him because it points to Him. The hard core
atheist does not believe it. Someone sold on a naturalistic worldview will deny it. But what about the
average person, who is representative of most people and whose view is a mixture of things? Does it
matter to him? And if it matters, what do we do?

The answer is plain: we decide whether to believe or not. God, who knows our circumstances and
identifies our predisposition to sin, says that believing in Him changes how we live. While it does not
remove most of the consequences of sin in a fallen creation, it does make a difference in the heart of a
person in this life and opens the door to eternal life. The Bible clearly states that believing Him changes



94

that core part of people that is so important. Furthermore, the change and its effects are independent
of circumstances (1 Thessalonians 5:18, Philippians 4:12-13).

With this in view, we want to examine three areas of human affairs that are common to man. If a person
knows the God of biblical creation, there is a way to live through easy or harsh circumstances that fall
into these three areas. How we live does make a difference, because God sees, understands, and can be
with us in them. How can we be sure of this? He reminds us by pointing at Genesis events—how He kept
Noah in evil times (Hebrews 11:7; 2 Peter 2:5-9 and 3:9).

The Biblical Creation View in Three Areas of Human Experience.

A. Economics, Commerce, and Trade

The activities of man in a biblical creation sense are different because they are overseen by the Great
Overseer. The early lessons show that God is an intervening God; the lives of people have been subject
to His attention from the beginning. God has not changed. His standards for human behavior applied to
individuals are the same as those standards for large groups of people. Those standards are fixed. God
provided guidance and examples that apply to economics, commerce and trade, which are common and
even dominant activities in life. They are the primary means through which people obtain wealth but
also by which others are subjected to, find themselves in, or are even lifted out of, poverty.

1. God hates illegal weights, or means of cheating, defrauding, or stealing by means of deceptive
weights and measures in the process of commerce or transactions of any sort. The same
principle more broadly applied would cover any sort of deceptive practice in trade or business. A
person might seem to win by doing this, but the customer or buyer loses, and God sees. Check
Proverbs 20:10 and 23. Companies are nothing more than organizations of individual people
that provide a product or service. Whether a decision or action is by a person or a huge
company, this scripture and others like it show that God weighs our economic activities. False
and deceptive practices get His attention because the nature of those things is directly contrary
to God’s nature from the beginning. God demonstrates this attention to detail at the beginning
at the Fall of man. When Adam is questioned about eating the forbidden fruit, Adam shifted the
blame to Eve. Eve shifted the blame to the serpent. It is the same sort of action we find today:
shift blame or attention to something else to avoid the truth and seek to justify actions that
were wrong. At the core of the matter is deception. God is not fooled. He declared the results of
disobedience so that death and suffering entered His creation from time of Adam and Eve. We
have not changed. Even with laws and regulation in the market place, we tend to sin. And, if we
sin, we usually try to shift the blame to someone or something else.

2. Believing in God affects individual attitudes toward money and economics. This is demonstrated
in a scene (Luke 19:1-9) with Zaccheus, a tax collector, when he chooses to believe in Jesus. He
not only chooses not to cheat, but promises to return what may have been taken illegally.
Zaccheus’s worldview changes with his contact with God. Matthew 6:24 expresses the principle
in larger terms.

3. Isaiah 58:3-5 speaks of mistreatment of workers in a revealing context of managers who are
complaining to God that they have fasted but are upset that God has not noticed. The section is
much more than a comment on fasting; it is a challenge to lifestyles, where God sees the
difference in evil and good conduct that we miss so easily. God points to the right lifestyle after
these verses. Consider the audacity of God to “suggest” an association between how we
conduct our livelihood and how we love Him! He suggests that a believer’s lifestyle should have
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the same attributes that God has. Therefore, releasing people from bondage, addressing
practical needs, and avoiding wickedness are consistent with belief in God. How quickly we
forget that our “chosen” lifestyles are embedded in a specifically created, narrow band of
habitable earth, so we have opportunity to reach out to Him (and grow to be like Him) or not
(Acts 17:27).

Don’t the Isaiah verses sound very much like the same God, Who deals with Adam and Eve, Cain and
Abel, Noah and the world of people around him? When we deal with God, we are dealing with the same
God of these first people, the God of Isaiah, and the God of today. True belief in this God of biblical
creation affects how we conduct ourselves in economics, commerce, and trade. As we learned in the
lessons, God is personal: He observes and interjects Himself into the affairs of people.

And, He holds us responsible for our actions. He remembers decisions and actions. It started the day He
gave Adam one command: eat freely of all these trees but do not eat of one particular tree. We have not
done well since then. That is why we need a Savior. So God knows the difference between living a life
the way we please and a belief in Him that touches our economic, commercial and trade practices. So
when we observe terrible economic conditions, remember that God is not the ultimate culprit. We are.
It was the same from the beginning. Likewise, when people bask in riches while neighbors starve, do you
not think that God takes notice? If a poor person adjusts the scales a little bit to get a little more for a
product, does God not take notice? Since He can place and name each star in the universe as part of one
day’s creation work, He is able to observe and properly assess our economic behaviors.

B. War and Peace.

War and peace are relative terms about whether parts of mankind get along with other parts. While

God’s standards of behavior have not changed, one must realize, as we have said, that mankind is fallen

(Lessons 8-9). He sins from birth but is given chances to reach out to God (Acts 17:26-27). In the course

of life, people and nations can be in conflict or peace but have opportunity to reach to God in both

situations. Both are addressed in the scripture in terms of actual people and events or by what God says

or does not say about people in roles during war or peace. Consider the following 3 examples:

1. The Centurion visits Jesus in Matthew 8:5-13. Context means everything in a story like this.
Jesus was Jewish by ancestry; the Jews were governed by force in those days; they paid the
Roman Empire money in the form of taxes while events in the Gospels were happening. A
Centurion, responsible for carrying out part of this governing, came with a need. Jesus, the same
One who made the universe and earth, did not give (and never did give) a lecture about Rome
or tell the centurion to change his profession. He received him, heard his need, and commented
on his faith. The Centurion’s servant was healed. The local Jewish leaders must have been very
agitated. In another portion of the Bible John the Baptist spoke to soldiers, who were convicted
of their sins and asked Him what they should do. John did not lecture them about their place as
soldiers, but He told them not to abuse their authority as soldiers on the job. Who is this God
that does these things? He recognizes that the harshest of human behaviors are present with us
but addresses how we are to act as individuals in these affairs! Notice also God’s attitude
toward the authority of rulers in the early verses of Romans 13, and their role in restraining sin
in a fallen world.
2. God permits harsh economic things and even war. Sometimes He causes them to happen to get

people to repent. Is your God big enough with enough oversight ability to oversee each and
every circumstance among every human being? It is the same God Who created the universe
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that does it. God can use even unbelieving, evil men to achieve His purposes, for example, using
conquest by pagan rulers to bring judgment upon his people Israel. Or to bring them blessing, as
occurred when the Persian king Cyrus issued a decree to rebuild the temple. Now read Amos 4
and consider what God is doing to get a people’s attention. This is not a comfortable portion of
scripture, but God knows the heart of every person and each little village and each little family
in the fields around the area when this chapter was written. Furthermore, war happens, too, in
some of these verses. Read it prayerfully. This is the Creator God who knows everything and
recognizes that we tend not to respond to Him or get the message that He is concerned. But, He
perseveres to get our attention. Note the last few verses, where God identifies Himself as the
God of Creation.

The lure of false peace is a biblical theme with a lesson that comes from a biblical view of
creation. There are several portions of the Bible where peace by man’s standards was declared
false by God. War is certainly a terrible thing and full of violence. Peace, on the other hand, can
seem very nice but in its non-godly form it is just as damaging as war. How can this be? God
recognizes true peace from false peace just as He recognizes the difference between peace in
the heart and temporary peace that does not touch or help the heart of man. Consider the kind
of peace that God addressed in John 14:27, which He said was different than the peace that the
world gives. What does the world say is peace? A typical definition of peace means we are not
beating each other up in a large conflict, but are we at peace with God? Remember the days of
Noah? God said every thought of every man was evil, which included every human body without
exception—little ones, old ones, young maidens, young men. No exceptions were made except
for Noah. God made the judgment; He was not wrong in His assessments. This was not referring
to war in a classic sense as we know it. War on the outside was not what is described. People
were being married just as if this were a normal time (Matthew 24:37-40). But was it normal?
God says the violence in men’s hearts was so bad it could not be repaired or changed (Genesis
6:5-7). Then it is not a surprise that God said that the message of the Gospel does not cause
“peace”; it causes conflict as people’s worldviews are challenged as they are confronted with
the difference in God’s statements about mankind to our notions. Jesus addressed the same
issue in Luke 12:49-53. In parallel with popular concepts of pursuing peace, most people have a
notion that the world (people in it) are getting better; this conclusion is also evident from an
evolutionary worldview. God disagrees. The biblical creation view is the opposite: God created
all things “good” but they were infected by sin; we got worse. And, the inclination of our hearts
has stayed the same as the Scripture makes clear. Without God’s remedy (to believe in Jesus
Christ), our inclination remains unchanged, no matter how peaceful the world appears to be.

One can see from these portions of the Scripture that God is not oblivious to our warring or peaceful
ways, although He works through circumstances in them. He knows that all was good before man fell;
He also knows things have not been good since then. However, He provides Himself as the source of
true peace in the soul of a man through belief in Jesus Christ. We cannot easily fathom the manner in
which He works in multiple and radically different circumstances (from war to things that seem
peaceful), but we forget that He is the Perfect Overseer and Counselor and Helper in time of need or
blessing. The whole book of Job speaks to such a situation. Job could not see his real situation. God
could. Would you expect anything different from an Eternal Creator God, who was able from mankind’s
beginning to see our frailties, failures, and violent ways?

C. Disaster, Disease and Famine
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These extreme events are also mentioned in the Bible. Recall the power and oversight capability of God
that was introduced in Lesson 1. He knows what we are like but also what we experience. He also uses
circumstances to get our attention: both to correct and to show His love (Job 33:29-30; 37:13). These
scriptures are very uncomfortable to consider in modern times. Through history, however, extreme
events happen. How can we live through them? If things happen in regions or nations—good or bad—
leaders will occasionally call upon people to pray, call for a period of fasting and rise up to help those
that are desperate. On occasion, a leader will even consider it a God-given task to care for others.
Sometimes people help each other in disaster, disease and famine; sometimes they do not. God has
something to say about these kinds of circumstances and how we might respond to them. Here are five
examples:

1. Famine and thirst were used to drive people to God in Amos 4.

2. Job endured incredible suffering that seemed to be for no reason except that God provides a
record of the real story in Job 1 and 2.

3. Affliction shows the needs of our hearts and causes us to make decisions. Ten lepers came to
Jesus to be healed in Luke 17:11-17. They were outcasts because of their disease. After their
healings, only one returned to give thanks. God comments about the one but also about the
others. He does not forget the toil of disease but recognizes that His touch also causes decisions:
we give credit to God or do not. He remembers what decisions and statements we make—even
in the presence of disease.

4. The story of Joseph in Genesis 37-47 is a very well-known story but always worth reading again.
God takes much time to provide the story in detail. If you take the time to note the conditions
that change in the life of Joseph, the circumstances that lead to Joseph’s position of power, and
the wisdom that he obtains from God to save his family in a famine that was not foreseen at the
beginning, you will begin to realize the amazing web of circumstances that God uses to
accomplish His purposes. One can go further: the very saving of this family leads to another
generation with another leader in Egypt that culminates in another famous set of circumstances
in the life of Moses. God has not changed; He is detailed in His concerns today when there is
disaster, famine or disease just as He was detailed in the lives of the first generations of people
in Genesis.

5. Jesus points to the substance of believers’ true faith in God by showing contrasting lifestyles in
Matthew 25:31-46. Some people believe; some people say they have faith but their actions do
not match words. God sees the difference as a shepherd is able to clearly divide sheep from
goats. The circumstances are people in need of food, clothing, shelter, or visitation because they
are sick or in prison. People who say they are believers and address the needs of the least of
these are considered sheep. People who say they are believers and do nothing are called goats.
The judge of the situation is God. So people who are true believers are meant to address people
suffering from disaster, disease and famine if they possibly can. God sees both the circumstance
of those in need and the circumstances of those who might address that need.

Only God can oversee and use the harsh circumstances of a fallen world to accomplish His will. It is the
God of creation Who is able to fully identify with people in such circumstances. Human suffering cries
for solutions to difficult human circumstances. They will continue. What we do and how we respond,
however, make a difference if we believe, see and act from a biblical creation view, recognizing that we
are in a fallen world that is a consequence of the actions of people.
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Part IV. Does Biblical Creation Matter in the Real World?
Lesson 26. Big Trends—Where We Are, Where We Are Headed and Where the
Universe is Headed

The Dominant Worldview: A Mixture of Naturalism and Evolution.

The dominant view in most societies is naturalism, which is usually mixed with some religion and
culture. Since the naturalistic part of the mix is devoid of values and is morally bankrupt, it produces an
uncomfortable position. It is much more acceptable when mixed with cultural norms and local religion
to provide some moral guidelines, especially for the education of children. The net result, however, is a
god that is not particularly meaningful or of any influence on real life. The result is a far cry from the God
of biblical creation.

Why, then, do people not seek the God of the Bible—the One who created all things? In current
cultures, it is partially because science and technology have been assumed to be fundamental rather
than God. God’s answer about the situation is plain: men love darkness (John 3:19). To relinquish
authority is hard. The smarter, the richer, or the more arrogant the man, the harder it is to yield to God
(Matthew 11:25, 1 Corinthians 1:26-29), the creator of the earth and universe.

Part of the clash is a realization of the effects of biblical creation on big trends—where we are, where
we are headed, and where the universe is headed. These trends, which are explained in numerous parts
of the Bible, illustrate just how unique the biblical creation view is. It is not popular, because it makes us
responsible for what will happen.

A Biblical Creation Worldview in Summary.

The incredible love and care of Eternal God has provided the biblical creation view for us to see what
happened at the beginning. Its lessons, however, are far reaching and extend to how we see things
around us and how we see each other. His creation work is launched with purpose, is aimed at good,
creates man for fellowship, and then declares all of it “very good.” No death or suffering is present.

With plain talk to the first people and generations in the Bible, God recorded His toil with men as they
chose something beside Himself. Man’s choice to be like God but without Him led to a dramatic increase
in evil. It gets so bad that He destroyed the world by the Flood except for one family. Then He
constrained man again at the Tower of Babel. All of this is covered in Part I. God continued to work
through His chosen (but like others, stubborn) people of Israel as they also continued to fail ... and fail ...
and fail. He endured all of this but the Bible says He planned a way for us from the beginning to be
rescued from our “dark” condition (John 1:1-3). As Hebrews 1:3 states, Jesus Christ is the express image
of God to us. He came to earth through the lineage of a people that go back to Adam (Luke 3:38). He
chose to be the Only Perfect Man but also Perfect God. He was plain speaking in His message: He came
to save. They (“we” in a present tense) killed Him in body, but He rose from the dead and, thereby,
confirmed and assured a way of salvation that is for all nations and for all time.

What more could He have done to rescue us from our fallen condition that traces back to the beginning?
Unless He wanted to create robots for fellowship from the start, which is not the case, He permits each
person to decide whether to believe Him or not. What love! What patience! In the meantime, His
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creation speaks of His handiwork, whether one looks at the heavens or the earth. We also have the stark
evidence of the Genesis Flood around us to remind us of what happened. The event is so obvious and
major that Jesus and some of the other writers refer to it. The Genesis flood is a clear reminder that He
means what He says.

With these things in view, the biblical view of the creation events lays the ground work and context for
big trends that we will describe below.

Where We Are.

The biblical creation worldview is blunt about our sinful condition that began shortly after creation.
Adam and Eve wanted to be like God themselves and chose to try to obtain that likeness in a manner
that God forbade. Nothing has changed in man since. A little later after the Genesis flood, God
summarized man’s condition again (Genesis 8:21). Jesus Christ repeated the same thing (John 3:19-20).

The parables in the Gospels, which we will briefly examine, illustrate that people ultimately make a
decision: to believe God or not. We either lean toward God or away, toward the light or toward the
darkness (John 3:20-21). While people and their circumstances may not seem so clear to us, God sees
clearly. Remember: He is the Perfect Overseer; He does not lie; He is just and accurate in all respects. In
our current condition, though the number of people over time seems to be great, He is able to make
provision for every circumstance throughout history so that each one of us has opportunity during our
life to decide whether we believe or not. People continue to live but live poorly because of the effects of
sin, but within their experience they are able to make a decision to reach to God or not (Acts 17:24-27).

Where We Are Headed

Some of the same parables from the One Who created all things show that the situation will not persist
forever. Look at Matthew 25:1-13. You have already seen that the creation has purpose and direction,
but it also brings a final consequence. The Chief Creator and Scientist of the universe will bring the
universe with all its complexity and variety to an end at an appointed time. God also points to the trends
that lead to that point. He says that a refusal to believe Him begins one trend (Romans 1:18-32), and
another trend occurs among those who believe (2 Peter 1:3-11). Both sides of mankind are marching
toward the end, which will be marked by God’s judgment and the advent of Christ’s return.

Where the Universe Is Headed

What does He say about the universe? First, the universe will end at some point (Matthew 24:35-36,
28:18-20; Revelation 21:1). Second, we will be with God or not, depending on how we have believed in
this life. It was the same issue in the beginning: does man believe what God says and live accordingly or
does he not? It affects the way we live and die. The grand difference in the end is that death on this
earth for the believer is not death, but an entrance to the presence of God in whom he has believed
(John 6:38-40).

God is not neutral about our beliefs: He knows who believes in Him; He knows who does not; their ends
are entirely different (Revelation 21:5-8). There is nothing hidden about the matter because God makes
it plain in parable (Matthew 25:1-13) after parable (Matthew 25:14-30). Then He makes it plain in other
books of the New Testament (Galatians 5:1-8) as well as in the last book (Revelation 1:5-7, 21:5-8).
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When He finally marks the time that He brings things to a close, the universe will have a definite end and
a judgment will occur. The universe began on His command; it will end on His command. It was judged
once with water about 1656 years after the six-day creation due to the evil in men; the final judgment
will occur by fire and consume both earth and the heavens (2 Peter 3:1-10).

Statements about the end of the universe typically cause an immediate question. When will this occur?
Where the scriptures do not set a known time, it is best for man not to set one. The admonitions that
were written about this were written about 2000 years ago; they are still true and pertinent today. The
real issue is not when, but how shall we live in the meantime while the end is somewhere in front of us.
This will be discussed in lesson 27. The answers are not complicated. Remember, God intended His
record of creation and the remaining Word of God to be plain to everyone. Those who choose to believe
God have plenty of exciting things to do, and their manner of life can be fruitful. They also have an
eternal hope; when they die, they will be with Him (Hebrews 9:27-28).

How do we know all of this is true? The record and evidence of the Flood (see Lesson 11 and 12) is
considered a primary example in the Bible. Review what Jesus Christ says in Luke 17:26-30. This is why a
refusal to consider the reason for the Flood and the record of what occurred is important. These
scriptures point to the seriousness of the warning of the coming day of the Lord by referring to the
Flood, which is not a myth or joke. It is a very real reminder of the key events of creation. God stakes His
authority on the record of creation in Genesis but specifically the Flood event. The observable record of
the Flood to us is strong because we have widespread geological evidence that we stand upon: the new
continents, the extent of tortured and quickly deposited sedimentary rock over most of the earth, the
violent death and burial of creatures in multiple layers of strata, the huge coal deposits from the
compressed and buried biomass, and huge surface features that show the power of the receding waters.
The noise of the evolutionary mantra—uniform changes over billions of years—is deafening, but the
geological evidence of the flood still stands. It is hard not to see it, unless a person only sees one
worldview—that of the accidental and by-chance development of the universe (naturalism and
evolution).

Part of the reason for this study is so you have the opportunity to understand why changing your glasses
is wise. You can choose to see the world around you through the eyes of biblical creation. The evidence
of a young earth and solar system do the same thing (see Lesson 25), reminding people that there is
another view that is plausible and is also backed by the authority of God...if we choose to believe Him. It
comes back to the same thing: do we believe what God has said? Contrary to popular opinion, there are
scientists and specialists who are excited to discover what God has made and believe what He says.
What do you believe? A lot of things will be affected by your decision. Your decision will have
consequences.
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Part IV. Does Biblical Creation Matter in the Real World?
Lesson 27. Active Living in a Fallen World—A Biblical Perspective

Overview.

This is the final lesson for the study. Do we have a future in view of the condition of the world that God
makes clear from the beginning? Is there something for the believer to live for? Can this life be exciting
and full of discovery, or is the believer relegated to a mundane existence in whatever circumstance he
was born, knowing that the world is broken by the consequences of sin, which stem from events in
Genesis? These are not idle questions. They are especially important to young people, because they
want to look forward. For those in hardship, they want to know if life is more than what they have
experienced. For older people, they want to know that life is not in vain and want to pass wisdom to the
younger generation.

God spends a lot of time in the Bible speaking to people who believe in Him and call upon Him. They
come from all walks of life and circumstances. His perseverance with mankind since the beginning is
notable. His perseverance says that He sees our circumstances and will work through them. Many in this
world seem to have little choice as to the circumstances in which they live, but they still have a choice to
trust in Him or not, to believe what He says.

At the beginning of this lesson, let us review some attributes of God.

a. He knows each one before he or she was born (Psalm 139:15, Acts 17:26)

b. Heis not slack concerning His promises (2 Peter 3:9)

c. His ways are far above ours (Isaiah 55:8-9). What He does in our individual circumstances may
be quite different from what we expect. His timing might be a surprise. He, however, is the
Great Overseer, the Master Chef, and Eternal God. There is no difficulty seeing the steps of a
person on His part.

d. Heis fully able to keep us (Psalm 121:3, James 5:10-11 and Jude 24-25), even if we cannot see
very well. If you understand this, then you will hold on tight to His guidance, whether things look
right or not.

With this in view, do we have a future in this fallen world?

The Desire of God: Discover and Study the Created Universe

The Bible study lessons in Part Il included many encouragements to observe and study God’s universe. It
does not require specific education or vocational training; it takes a person willing to observe things. The
key is an attitude in the heart. Children are naturally curious, and the curiosity can be molded and
shaped so that disciplined observing is a natural skill. As children grow older, however, this tends to
lessen as the concerns and priorities of earthly things dominate. When outright burdens and worries and
sin play a larger part in life, it gets harder to “see” and appreciate the creation of God around us.
Testimonies abound, where people have had a change in heart toward God that affects how they see.
You can see these trends in the parable of the sower in Matthew 13. Matthew 13:22-23 summarizes the
effects of a heart that gets crippled so a person’s fruitfulness slowly dies. It need not be this way. The
heart of a person can change when God is encountered. When it happens, the eyes see things they had
not seen before or had forgotten. Some people describe it this way: colors get brighter; sensitivity to
features of the universe increase.
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Walking through life believing God can also impassion disciplined observing. The details of life, the earth
and the heavens are waiting for observers to discover for themselves. It does not matter whether the
observer is a worker in a rice paddy, a person selling things from a cart or a person doing advanced
research in a laboratory, many of the same opportunities to see, observe carefully and learn are present.
This attitude emboldens science. It provides passion for science. Whether one is a scientist or a farmer,
what we learn from God’s creation can be a source of encouragement. It can also be passed to others,
especially children.

The Desire of God: Working with a Biblical Creation Worldview

Engineering and the applied sciences comprise an array of disciplines, jobs, industries, and services.
There is room for much to be done because problems on earth are not going away; many are getting
worse. For people who believe God and are willing and able to be good observers, more rigorous
training in schools provides the basic tools required to enter these parts of the workforce. If a person is
an avid observer, appreciating what the Lord has created and sustained, there is opportunity to put that
attitude to work. The same is true for the pure sciences. We have heard numerous creation scientists
and specialists say the same thing: “There is a great need for people with a biblical creation view of the
earth to work in scientific fields of endeavor.” They can make a difference.

It is one thing to be an average parent or teacher or pastor. Each role involves teaching and setting an
example. It is another thing to bring to these roles an excitement that stems from the heart to influence
others. Something changes when God comes alive at home, on the job, in school and at the church.
Opportunities to encourage and teach children from a biblical creation worldview are often short, but
valuable.

The power of the book of Job is appropriate to remember. God presumes that Job observed but Job did
not fully appreciate what he was seeing. When God has His dramatic conversation with Job, He
questions and questions and questions (examples: Job 38:1-4, 40:2). He does not quickly release Job
from His rebuke; He pursues Job with point after point. He is even sarcastic about Job’s lack of wisdom
(Job 38:18-21). He repeatedly reminds Job of things he has seen but failed to fully understand. It is not
because God needs to know the answer; it is because Job needs to remember the attributes and
qualities of His God which are easily observed and interpreted from His acts of creation. God says
something difficult within the context of Job’s dilemma: Job should have seen these things—even in the
midst of his suffering—and realized that God is above all things and not reproachable. God uses His
creation as the central point of the conversation; God’s points about creation bring Job to repentance.
We can have the same sentiment to observe and discover things about God by seeing what He has
made, no matter what circumstances we live in. And, it can also bring us to repentance if repentance is
needed.

Romans 1:20 is very similar. 1 Corinthians 15:35-58 mentions that parts of creation have a glory all their
own. However, their glory does not compare to the glory of what is coming, which is imperishable
(creation is perishable). Even this portion of scripture goes back to the biblical creation view as Genesis
is referenced. There is a dynamic conclusion in verse 58, which encourages believers to stand firm in our
Creator God, because our work is not in vain. Here is a paraphrased application of verse 58: “Therefore,
people who believe that our Eternal God is the Creator of all things, stand firm. Give yourself fully to
living in view of His power and attributes that are able to be at work in you if you have believed His
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words.” In conclusion, there is much room on earth for people to avidly observe what God has created
and then let that appreciation migrate to their functions as students, teachers, parents and people at
home, at school, or on the job.

The Command of God: Govern the Earth

Do you remember God’s command to have dominion over creation in Genesis 1:26-28? The command
has not been rescinded or cancelled. While the earth and people suffer from the Fall, this command
remains. If you study the words “subdue” or “have dominion” (note: not ravage or plunder) from a
biblical creation view, it becomes clear that the command was never meant to be separated from God’s
intentions toward us. Remember His intentions? What do Proverbs 8:8-31 or Psalm 104 suggest? Do
they show a merciless uninterested Person who wants to subjugate people and things as a tyrant
subjugates a nation and its resources? Or do they show Him as the Maker of unique things and people?

This century is marked by grievous problems that are deeply entrenched. The problems range from bad
water, dangerous pollutants, energy difficulties, harmful agricultural practices, bad resource
management, and bad governing to the effects of famine, poverty disease and conflict. The effects of
natural disasters are being magnified by higher population densities, with people living in unsafe
structures or areas that are approved by corrupt or ignorant officials. Fallen man is the cause of or
contributor to so many problems. There is much room for godly people to make a difference, but they
have to be willing to let a biblical creation view affect their lives so they are cognizant of God'’s view of
our ways. They have to be willing to be available to be part of solutions. They have to be willing to get
training if training can be obtained. They have to choose professions and skills with God’s “opinion” in
mind; they have to seek Him for wisdom (James 1:5). Omitting God from the equation omits the most
important part of the solution. On the other hand, when an active believer is in situations, God can be
present.

The Command of God: Cleave to Him; Do Not Cleave to the World

The biblical creation view is direct about the state of man. As we have mentioned many times, it has not
changed. Many serious admonitions are given in the Bible that speak of the choices we have in the
middle of a world that generally refuses God. This will not change. That is why the clash of worldviews
will continue. Ungodly people will continue to make noise and have effects. This does not change even
at the point where the present universe is about to be ended (Revelation 9:20-21, 16:8-11).

Hebrews 12:1-3, James 3:13-18 and 1 Peter 4:1-10 (among other references) make it abundantly clear:
we have choices about how we live. The choices need to be made in situations that we often do not
choose or want. Sometimes our own desires are still contrary to God’s revealed direction and
commands in scripture, so the battle is quite often inside us. Nothing is hidden from God, and He is
aware of the battle. You see it in Genesis 4:6-7, Job 42:3-6, Galatians 5:16-26, 2 Peter 1:8-9, and dozens
of other places. Our life is a walk; not a single decision. The admonition of the scripture is clear: if you
sin, make it right (1 John 1:8-9); if you have a problem, repent or turn in another direction (toward Him).

Just as the God of Creation persisted with people in Genesis, He persists with us. He continues to
challenge motives and actions all the time. He wants us to be fruitful in our endeavors. He understands
that we are not in a world of peace since the fall of man. Having the Gospel in the heart does not
decrease our awareness of these things, it increases it. He continues to involve Himself in the affairs of
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men. If you want a walk with Him, let Him be involved. Keep turning to Him, because matters arise as we
walk forward where we need to change or repent. If the walk does not develop along this line, a
commitment to God is shallow and often dies like a seed in shallow soil. As soon as the sun hits it, it
withers.

John 3:16 is often quoted at the end of a study. It is a core scripture in a biblical worldview because it
speaks a lot with very few words. Please read the rest of what Jesus said in this section (John 3:17-21).

If we believe in Him, He will save us from our sins and will give us life eternal. The remainder of the
conversation, however, is less quoted but essential. The conversation is concluded in verse 21 with
God'’s key point: if you live by the truth, you keep coming to the Light, your walk is totally transparent,
and this process and attitude affects your deeds. Deeds in this context are not confined to our actions at
church; they have everything to do with the conduct of real lives in real places—all the time.

In this age there is room for a future for any believer. If you understand the strength of the biblical
creation worldview and have turned to God with that view in mind, you have a future. You can make a
difference because God makes a difference in you. The consequence of a biblical creation view was
always meant to extend to believers who will walk in God’s ways. Jesus Christ makes it clear that He is
Life and through Him all things were made. If He walks in your heart, He will walk in your life wherever it
takes you.
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Glossary

This glossary was generated during a review of the first draft of the study. A small group of teachers and
pastors from a Philippine foundation of Christian schools selected the words. The list is not exhaustive
but includes words that might present a challenge to students. The form of the word in the list is the
same form in which it is used in the lessons. Many definitions or parts thereof come from Meriam-
Webster’s Online Dictionary or a paperback version of Webster’s dictionary. Phrases (typically involving
science) are defined in general terms from a variety of online sources.

Abating—from the verb “abate,” the process of decreasing, lessening, reducing, or shrinking.

Abiogenesis—a hypothetical organic phenomenon by which living organisms are created from nonliving
matter.

Admonitions—the plural of admonition, which is cautionary advice about something in the future.
Archaeological—related to or dealing with or devoted to archaeology, which includes the study of
ancient people and cultures. Archaeology has branches that extend into many disciplines. With a
naturalistic worldview, it includes the study of prehistoric man. With a biblical view, it is the study of
early people and cultures since creation (no earlier than Biblical creation or about 6000 years ago).
Arduous—attended with great effort or labor, something demanding effort to the point of exhaustion.

Artifacts—manmade object(s) taken as a whole.

Astrophysics—a branch of astronomy concerned with the physical and chemical properties of celestial
bodies; the physics of the universe.

Authentication—noun form of the verb to authenticate, which means to prove or certify or verify truth.
Biomass—the amount of living matter in a volume or area.

Cataclysmic—adjective describing a momentous or violent event marked by overwhelming upheaval.
Catastrophe—a momentous or violent event, usually used in a tragic sense and typically widespread.
Cessation—a temporary or final ceasing or stopping.

Climate—a region over the earth, but can refer to the whole earth; that refers to an overall set of
conditions (typically temperature, humidity, and precipitation) that are reasonably steady over a period
of time (normally several years but can be much longer).

Conjecture—an inference or conclusion based on surmise or guesswork.

Constellations—patterns of stars in the night skies that are recognizable by the human eye.

Detrimental—harmful or damaging or contrary to an intended result.
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Dictum—a noteworthy or authoritative statement based on principle, proposition, or strong opinion.
Dissipate—to cause to spread thin or scatter or vanish.

Extinctions—the state or process of a species, family, or larger group dying out or disappearing.

Frontal boundaries—boundaries of regional weather changes typically accompanied with precipitation,
wind or wind changes, changes in pressure, and changes in temperature; can extend for hundreds of
miles and can have rapid motion over large areas (hundreds of miles per day).

Gene—the basic physical unit of heredity; carried on a chromosome.

General relativity—refers part of Einstein’s theories that address the relationship and effects among
light, mass, and energy; the “general” part of the theory incorporates the effects of gravity on time and

the theory that gravity can bend light and thus affect time.

Genocide—a willful and systematic destruction of people who are related by ethnic background, politics,
or culture

Geology (adjective form: geologic)—a science that deals with the history of the earth with respect to
rocks; a study of the earth’s composition, structure, and physical properties

Heavens—the expanse of space over the earth; in biblical terms, it can include atmosphere, outer space,
and the place where God or spiritual beings dwell; the definition is usually dependent on the context in
which it is used.

Humidity—the amount of moisture (water vapor or wetness) that is in a local area of atmosphere; it is
usually expressed as a percentage of a maximum capacity, beyond which precipitation (fog, dew, etc.)

occurs.

Hypothesis—a tentative or estimated assumption that is usually subjected to testing and/or argument
to verify or change its original intent.

Immersed—past tense for the verb to immerse, which is the act of being covered quickly or submerged;
it can refer activity or thoughts dominating a person or people.

Inconsistency—a quality of state of being inconsistent or lacking coherence.

Innate—belonging to or determined by factors from birth; belonging to the essential or inherent nature
of something.

Innocuous—producing no injury or having no effect; not likely to arouse strong feelings or cause an
uproar.

Inquisitive—given to examination or investigation; inclined to ask questions or be curious.



107

Isotopes—any two or more species of atoms of a chemical element that have the same atomic number
but differing atomic mass or mass number and different physical properties.

Lament—to express sorrow, mourning, or regret in a demonstrative way (by speech, writing, etc.).
Logic—the science that investigates principles governing correct inference; a method of reasoning.
Middle Ages—a period of European history from 500 to 1500 A.D.

Moraine—the piles of earth, rock, and stone pushed aside by glacial ice movement.

Mutation—a significant or basic alteration, usually in terms of a change in hereditary material in living
things or vegetation; usually refers to an unwelcome or unwanted change that is introduced from one

generation to the next.

Natural selection—a natural process that results in the survival or reproductive success of individuals or
groups best suited to their environment that ensures their perpetuation.

Naturalistic—there is no supernatural; no God exists.

Nebular hypothesis—a conjecture of the origins of the solar system from a hot gaseous region of space
to the present conditions of our system of planets, moons, and smaller entities.

Pandemonium—extreme disorder, tumult, an uproar.

Permeate—to be or to become diffused through, to become spread throughout.
Phenomena—observable occurrences that are distinctive, set apart, or definable.
Plausible—believable or credible.

Pliable—flexible or movable; able to be bent.

Precipitation—atmospheric fallout like rain or snow that comes from water condensation.
Predatory—preying upon other living organisms.

Predisposition—an attitude or position or inclination that has a slant or bias or underlying assumption.
Preeminent—a chief or primary position; eminent above or before other things.

Prehistory—a pre-man period of history from a naturalistic view.

Psychological—an adjective for psychology, which is a discipline pertaining to mental states or
processes.

Pyroclastic—an adjective that describes flows of hot gases, rock, and ash that are ejected from a volcano
and combine with other earth products as they flow downhill.
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Radiometric dating techniques—a method of measuring an approximate age of rocks and other earth
objects using certain assumptions and a ratio of isotopes (original presence of an isotope with
assumptions to a final state or presence that is measured).

Ramifications—a development or consequence growing out of and sometimes complicating a problem,
plan, or statement.

Ratio—a proportional relation; the magnitude of one number with respect to another.
Receding—the process of moving back or away or down.

Relinquished—past tense for the verb to relinquish, which is to give up, surrender, or abandon the right
to something.

Repercussions—effects or results of a previous action or event.

Rhetorical question—a question asked for effect not to elicit a reply.

Rudimentary—an adjective describing something as basic or involving fundamental principles.
Scarcity—a state of something hard to find because there is so little of it.

Sedimentary—an adjective describing something laid down or deposited by water.
Sophistication—containing complexity or intricacy; not simple.

Spontaneous generation—a phrase describing a conjecture that life could generate from non-life
without external force or action or elements.

Stellar—of or consisting of stars; the astronomical meaning has been extended to other things to
indicate something with lofty or excellent qualities.

Tectonics—a branch of geology that studies movement of earth’s surface.
Topography—detailed mapping of earth surface features; relief features of a surface region of the earth.
Unfathomable—an adjective to describe something that is not definable, or too deep to understand.

Vegetation—all the plants or plant life of a place; a process of vegetating.
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Addendum 1 Sources and Helps

Overview

The list of sources that follows is very limited but covers key references that are available through
Creation Ministries, International. Many of these were used as background material for this study.
Getting printed materials in many regions, however, is extremely difficult. For this purpose, the first two
sources that are listed are downloadable on the creation.com web site. The use of the web site is
addressed at the end. In a time when sites are viewable with cell phones and other small electronic
devices, the search window on the web site can prove very valuable.

Written Sources
CBP = Creation Book Publishers, a division of Creation Ministries International in the US.
General (the first two are available free as downloads chapter by chapter on creation.com)

1. The Creation Answers Book, Batten, D., Ed., CBP .
Detailed answers and explanations to the most-asked questions (60 of them, in 20
categories) including those about dinosaurs, carbon dating, ice age, continental drift,
Cain’s wife, the origin of races, and much more.

2. Refuting Evolution, Sarfati, J., CBP.
A concise, hard-hitting handbook outlining the powerful scientific case against evolution
and long ages.

3. Refuting Compromise, Sarfati, J., CBP.
The most comprehensive and effective scientific and theological defense of
straightforward Genesis in existence. Systematically and thoroughly refutes progressive
creation, framework hypothesis, gap theory, theistic evolution.

4. 15 Reasons To Take Genesis As History, Batten, D. and J. Sarfati, CBP.
Not just the Apostle Paul and the other NT writers, but the Lord Jesus Himself always dealt
with Genesis as straightforward history. A compact but powerful booklet for the Christian
who claims to hold to the Bible’s authority but is shaky about the Gospel’s logical
foundations in Genesis.

5. Exploring Geology with Mr Hibb, Oard, M., CBP.
A book for all ages that uses a fetching cartoon character to explain the features of the
Earth we see around us in relation to the Genesis Flood. Highly recommended.

6. The Young Earth, Morris, J., Institute for Creation Research.
Beautifully presented evidence from geology for a young earth and the catastrophic work

of the biblical Flood.

7. Dismantling the Big Bang, Williams, A., and J. Hartnett, Master Books.
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A semi-technical discussion of the problems with this popular but anti-biblical theory of
how the universe allegedly created itself.

8. Starlight, Time and the New Physics, Hartnett, J., CBP.
A research physics professor at a secular Australian university, Dr Hartnett outlines a
model that shows a possible solution to how light could have reached us from the most
distant galaxy in only days after the first day of Creation Week.

9. Alien Intrusion: UFOs and the Evolution Connection, Bates, G., CBP.
A highly readable, well-researched and balanced account of the widespread ‘alien/UFO’
phenomenon and its connection to evolutionary thinking

Creation.com (online source and information)

On this site, make note of the search window in the upper right. Research notes that are referenced in
the study can be entered directly as quoted to obtain pertinent articles. The search window is on nearly
every page of the site. It is a very flexible tool. Many glossary terms that are scientific in context can be
entered as search terms. Biblical terms pertaining to creation can also be used as search terms.

One can also use the drop down menus at the top of the site to search articles by topic or types of
articles can be searched.

Copyright Reminder

Copies of this study can be freely passed or copied without cost. It can be downloaded from the
www.christworksministries.org web site or by contacting the author. Translations will be available as
soon as possible, beginning with Mandarin and Spanish.

Copyright statements will be on the first and last page of any translated version that has been
authorized. Translations will be available from the CHRISTWORKS MINISTRIES site but can also be
obtained directly from the author, or sometimes from contacts in the regions where the languages are
spoken. The first translations will be in Mandarin and Spanish (late 2013). Others will probably follow.

Translations will be permitted, subject to certain conditions, which include the copyright assignment
back to the author, in order to maintain the integrity of the study and ensure the translated copies are
available without cost to anyone who wants them. For further information, contact the author.

Copyright by Roland K. Beard Ili, July 31, 2013

Contact information: roland.beard1950@gmail.com
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